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T B E- 

E D IT O R 

TO THE 

r 

HEADER, 

TH E Manufcrlpt from whicli 
the following Work is print- 
ed', was difcovcred, as the Title Page 
exprefles it, among the Papers of a 
Lady, of Quality, not long fince De- 
ceafed. It was written in a Charac-* 
ter which carried ' with it evident 
Marks of a Female Hand, iind was 
interlined in many Places y by which, 
and the frequent onliffion of Words 
neceffary to the compleating the Senfe,. 
it (tiovXd feem to be-a hafty Production 


ii The Ed i t o it 

• 

of its^ fatr Wrtter^ and ffOfH' wImo^* 
corred Copy was intended to be taken^ 
Whether this. wH dwr done is a fe- 
cret to the Editor. Some few Infer-%^ 
tiohs aljfc ihewW, thit the Work Twd 
undergone a flight Revifal and Addi-* 
tion, many-Tea!^ ^qp^ it was firfr 
undertaken ; as AUufions to Things,, 
and QuotOilon^ ftoin. Authots^ £artt>e^ 
times occurred in them, which car- 
ried' Proofs of a more Modern Datc^ 
than that m which her Ladyship was> 
abroad, and even long a£ter her re-^ 
tikn to het Native Countrj?. 

On the outfidc covering was Writ- 
ten, in the fame Charadtec,' thcfe. 
Words ; 

m 

9 « 

" This Trifk v/as begun af a Time 
^' when I had nothing better to do, 
^* and carried oa at Intervals of Lei^ 
^' furc, while I was a voluntary Exile- 

V from 
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^ from almoft all I loved. The Ma* 
•* tcrials of which it is formed,. I had 
^ of the CoiMitefs of-—-- who was 
*^ well acquainted with fcveral of the 
*^ Charadlers (particularly with thofc 
♦* I have endeavoured to conceal un-f^ 
^ der the name of Brightlcy) and at 
" whofe particular Rcqucfl it waa^ 
« undertaken.": 

This 18 all the, information. I am at 
Liberty to givcw. Whatever relates to» 
the Manner in which the Manufcripfe 
fell into my Hands, and of the fuppof- 
ed Identity of its Author, muft ba 
Ifcft to the conje6:ure of the inqui- 
iitive Reader^. 

M. C. 


ERRATA. 

Page 4O1 line 2. for quivtredi read quivering, 
81, line 6, inilead of I not, read I i/^not. 
202,. line 6, from the bottom, for Sir Williaio 
toaAed, read iir William one day toaHed, 
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^)J()B^^ N the borders of GIouce(ler.| 
S Q & fhite, in an antiquated tnaqfion^ 
^ jj^ lived the widow of fir Samuel 

wUf^^^ Brightley, whither (he had re- 
tired on her hulband's deceafe, accompa- 
nied by his filler, an ancient virgin, arid 
Eer fon, then fir William, only five years 
old. 

Thefe ladies were both women of under- 

ftanding, though each poflefs'd a fingu-^ 

Vol. I. Vt lari^-- 
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plaiiMng, to his capacity, our limUted can-> 
cepcions of an all-glorious ^nd alt-creating . 
Being; nor did he rcceivd much morc^ 

fatisfaftion in thcfe enquiries from his ma* 
ther. 

His humanity was univerfal, nor, would, 
he be pcrfgaded, by all the wife kftures of. 
Mrs. Ann, to confine it only to the un-. 
fortunate. If nature was frail, it deferved, 
in his opinion, much allowance, and where. 
the intention of the heart was not preme-' 
ditately wicked, ht infifted upon it, that 
events, however erroneous or ujahappyv 
ought to be judged with the utmoft lenity^ 
His gcnerofity was unbounded, though 
not indifcriminate, for he ever difcounte- 
nanced the unworthy, as he ever affifted 
and encouraged the indigent worthy. His 
hofpitality was an lionour to himfelf and 
anceftors, and his veracity irreproachable 
and incorruptible. He was deep read in an 
hiftory, long fince fuperannuated, amongd 
the witty, as well as the half-witted part 
of the fpccics ; with the former (with fubi^ 

mifiloa 


-milTion 1 ipeak \t\ from an tt-.i t{ - .»'r 
talents, with the latter, f;o,T» :t, u:^^. 
The beauty, the ftrength ani e-^r::'T '.r 
the language, charmed and fcrrr'fcc h "?, 
the heart-convincing truths funk into h\% 
foul, and he fecretly adored, and openly 
acknowledged, his great Creator. He was 
fo extraordinary in his tafte (or rather, per- 
haps, in the opinion of many, fo taftelefs) 
that dogs delighted him not, nor the plea- 
iurcs of the chafe, yet two of thofe faga- 
cious animals he cheriflied, nay fed with 
fcis own hand, the one toothiefs, and tot- 
tering with age, becaufe a favourite of his 
father's, the other, for accidentally, (or in^ 
flbindtively) prcferving his life, when in 
danger of finking in a fifli-pond. 

Such, at eighteen, was our young hero, 
who, fenfibly fee4ing his want of a corii* 
panion, follicited his mother to fcleft a 
tutor for him, not doubting but fiich'an 
one a$ (he would fix upon, would be able,^ 
by his fuperior knowledge, and excellent 
inftrudionsj.to fupply to him every defici- 
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cion of painful iii6rtnitie&) with all of wEkh 
this elder Mr. Finely .was fevereljr afflidcd. 
Mrs. Finch had been bred in ^n elegant' 
manner^ but notwichftandiqg (he had been 
^ccoftomed U finm in the hx^ and ^rkk 
in the ri^g^ on her hufbaod's meeting witji 
the unhappy accident abovementioned) (fa^ . 
chcarfully exchanged a polite public, ^ 
a rural and fcqueftered life, acitonded and 
.^(Tilled her, iQrd and mafter /n his hutnao^ 
and c Wimble ta(k and vifitations of ht^ 
hw\^x^^^ fwk the fi^e lady in ch^ 
y disable c^aral^rs, of a good .man«gei^ 
{)lain friend^ and focial cg(tT^|>sinloo» - 

. This f^ir had one ion only, a fubalterik 
in a corps Vt^hich had been for many year» 
detained on a foreign ftation, fo that the 
youth might juftly be laid to be ailranger 
in the hou& of his father. The voice of 
fame would, neverthelefs, frequently reach 
their remote habitation, and in fiivcr founds 
do jufticc to the young gentleman's merit, 
y^hofe valour, integrity and politenefs, al- 
ternately fugg^ed themes of comrnenda^ 
. . - tjoa 
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tion for his friends, and were by thctn 
tranfrtiitted to the voluntary exiles. 

• 

. Lady Brightley, frotn the death of fir 
Samoel, declined all conf)pany for fo long 
A period, that fhe at length derived, from 
habit, an unconquerable averfion to vific- 
ing and being vifited ; in which difinclina- 
tion for fociety, (he was encouraged by 
Mrs. Ann, whofe difpofition was naturally 
pnfocial ; nor was (he by any means wcll- 
•ffcfted towards Mr. Finch or his lady, but 
is her lifter chofe to have fome connexion 
with them,' (he was obliged to conform. 
This rare female fingularity was fuggcfted 
by hfer extreme delicacy of tafte; the one 
half of the human fpecics being confidcrcd 
by her as poHJhed out of their fincerity, 
and vitiated in their judgments, the other 
as illiterate and iftcapable of every proper^ 
fcntimcnt and idea. 

» 

It happened,: one day, that our hero,. . 
tempted by the b«auty of the weather ancf 
furrounding profpefts, ftrdlcd out of his 

^- • B. 5. . latitude. 
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ktUudk) unaccompanied by the good di« 
vine or any one domeftic. He perceived^ 
at the diftance, by his calculation, of one 
half mile only, an^ heaven direSed fpirej 
which, having ever before efcaped hi* ob^ 
fervation, excited his curibiky to fuch ^ 
degree, that he determined to indulge him- 
felf with a ramble,, in order to difcover the 
tocv^n to which it belonged; and^ being 
peifuaded, that purfuing the road he waa 
then in, would infallibly anfwer that de- 
fired purpofe, be gave his horfe the reins, 
and amufed hinifelf with anticipating the 
confequences of this little excOTr^on^ 

Having continued a gentle pace in the 
fame track for fome time, he was greatly 
furprifed to find that^ inftead of reaching 
his intended goal,, the fpire became Icfe 
and lefs vifible, and he with pleafure ob- 
fcrved a-young man, in a very mean habit* 
at a fmall diftance, from whom he hoped 
to obtain fome intelligence^ either to inr 
^uce him to defift, or pu^fue his intention^ 

This 
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/ This yokith, notwirhftanding his fliabbf 
appearance^ irreGftibly engaged the baro« 
net's attention. His upper covering was t 
'weather-beaten, furtouc, which, only in 
part, concealed a rufty black coat, his hair 
y/2iS negligently tied with a ribband, his 
ihoes befmeared with mud, and his ftock- 
ings had received, either from time or hard 
wear, no inconfiderable damage. Sir Wil- 
liam, neverthelcfs, addrefled, him with a 
politcnefs, mod country gentlemen of his 
fortune would have deemed unneceflary to 
fo humble a traveller, and begged bim, to 

■ 

inform him where the road before them 
led to. 

. The ftrangcr, apparently loft in medi- 
tation, ftartcd at the baronet's queftion, but 
loon recovering himfclf, replied. That if 
was not in his power to give any other 
than a very imperfeft account of it, as 
be had but very little knowledge of. the 
country ; but added, that fome perfonsr 
^t a neighbouring farm-houfe had aiTur-* 
cd him> it would bring him to a fmall 

B 6 tr 


>K Each Snx vk * 

town within two miles of their habitatibi^ 
and whi^h waa a direft way to London*. 
Sir William had now an additional incite^ 
menc to vifit this place, as he would, bjT 
that means^i have an: opportunity of con- 
terfing with this young man, in whoie 
favour he found himfelf fo involiMitarily 
j>rejudicedj and, offering to go ^his pace^. 
faid he (liould be glad of his company; the 
youth made an aflSnting bow, and they fee 
fotwafd. The baronet, not a little uneafy 
4t his companion's refcrve, made many un- 
faccefsful attempts to draw 'him out ; at 
kngth, to his great fatisfadion, the ftranger 
addfeflcd him in the following terms: 

^ I doubt liot/fir^ but, to a gentleman of 

* your happy, and affluent appearance, the 
"^ melancholy with which you fee me over-^ 

* borne, may be conftrued into an unfociat 
^ fulienntfs of difpofiiion, but it is the heavy 
^hand of adverfity that renders me fo 
' unlilce my former felf, for I have, in- 

* deed, experienced better days and better 
♦fortune.*- . - •- 
^ , • ' . The 
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» The accent, the countentnce and ex-» 
prelllons of this complainant, penetrated 
the gentle heart of fir William Brigbtlcy; 
and he replied, with great "fweetnefs, " Be- 

♦ lieve me, fir, when I tell yon, I ftel myfelf 

* interefted in your favour, both by your 

* language, and a certain ingenuoufnefs in 

• your countenance, which even the difad- 

* vantages of your drefs cannot conceaL 
♦If, therefore, your misfortunes are fuch as 

• my power can redreft, and you dare rely 

• upon my honour and fidelity^ you may 
^command my beft afliftance.* He then 
acquainted him with his name and family, • 
and added, * It is not an impertinent curio* 

* fity, but a r4al defire to ferve you, that 

• prompts me to thefe declarations. I am 
•fuperior to that prejudice the thread 

* bare-coat conveys to Iktle minds •, con- 

• vince me, therefore, that your outfide is 
^ the worft part of you, and I promifc, you 

• Ihall not find me ungenerous.* 

• * How falutary is the. voice of benevo- 
.•-lence to the heart of the diftrcfled !* repli- 
- • * cd 
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cd the ftrangcr, ' nor will I make fd un- 

* worthy a return to your noble huaianit/ 

* and condcfcenHon, as to hefirate a nao- 
^ ment v;hcther 1 (hould reveal my name 

* and family j my pride (hall be facrificcd 
^ to your greatntfs of foul, and the few par- 
y ticulars-of my unhappy life communicat* 

* ed without rcftrve* 

* My name, fir, is Stevens-, my dear 
^ recently deceafed.father, was an officer in 
' his majefly*s fervice^for upw'ards of forty 

* ycars^ and made many campaigns with 

* honour and fuccefs. By his intereft, a 

* lieutenant's commiffion was procured for 

* me, on my return froni the univerfity, 

* about four months ago, where I had 

* fpent fame years, my father intending me 

* for the church, my grand-fathdt having 

* it very much in his power to make an 
'. handfome provifion for me in that pro- 

* fcffion, had he not remained inexorable 

* to the repeated humble follicitations of 

* his fjn, who, by the fingle aftion of 

* marrying my mother without his con- 

* feac 
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^ fcnt (though unexceptionable in every 
* particular but fortune) incurred his Ir^ 
^ Invincible difpleafure. ' 


* A gentleman, of the name of Singleton', 
and who lived in the neighbourhood of 
my grandfather, from, a perfuafion that he 
would at laft relent, fupplied my father 
with three hundred ppunds, upon his 
bond, to enable him to purchafc a majo- 
rity, which the poor man enjoyed for a 
Ihort time only. He was attacked, about 
two months ago, by a violent fever, the 
fymptoms of which were declared, to the 
laft degree, unfavourable, by his phyfi* 
cians. In this condition he penned a 
few emphacical lines to my grandfather, 
and befoughc him, at his dying requeft, 
to h^ve fo much compafllon on his un- 
happy family, as to fecure the fmall pro- 
perty he had to. leave from becoming 
liable to the difcharge of the bond above- 
mentioned: the only confideration, he 
added, he would prefume to foUicit for 
them. 

' The 
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^ The old gentkman diff egafded this h(t 

* application of hU fon, with thfe fa^e Jia- 

* rental infenfibility- he had obferved- Jbf 

* two and twenty preceding years. But be^ 
^ fore his rcfolutibn could be known,* it 
» pl-eafed Heaven to vifit my father -witli- i 

* delirium, which faved his heart frotti thi< 
' unnatural Ihock, and which contiQUedtdi 
^ his lateft breath. 


* No fooner did the 'niews of his death- 
reach Mr. Singleton's ears (whom we had 
ever been taught to confider as our com- 
mon benefador) than he made us a vifit; 
but his altered looks, and diftant beha- 
viour, filled us with moft unhappy appre^^ 
henfions. He immediately took ah in- 
ventory of our little furniture, including, 
my mother's watch, and intimated, that 
thofc trifles- were infufficicnt to defray 
even the intcreft of the fum he had ad- 
vanced ; adding, he Ihould irtftantly in- 
form himfelf of my grandfather's inten- 
tions towards us, as .no time was to be 
loft. This proceeding left us in a wretched 

t fufpcnce^ 
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^ fufpence, beyond the power of expreffion^ 
^ though we little apprehended what was ia 
*, ftorc for us» 

^ In a few hours he returned, attended 
^ by an iil-looking fellow, who, producing 
'^ui authority, infolently demanded to be 

* (hewn into the room where the ^ear rc- 

* mains of my father were lodged. It was 
- f in vain to difpute the legality of his hor- 

* rid commifl)on, as' it would have been t6 
' have attempfled a removal of the deaV 
f body in order to its in tor men t^ without 
^ bcii)g interrupted by this ruffian* 

t 

. * My mother and fifter's horror and af* 
*f flidion deprived them of all fenfation \ 

* but mine, though equally poignant^ wa& 
^ under better regulatipn, and I was J6 

* much myfelf, as to in treat an explanatioil 

* of what I faw. ^ 

4 

* Mr. Singleton replied, That my grand- 

* father remained inflexible, but he flat- 
^ tered himielf^ that the Qiethods ho w^^ 

^ • • " ' ' then 
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* then taking would efTedlually foften hirft ^ 

* fw, if his rugged nature remained un- 

* fhocked at the information of his fen's 
•body being under an arreft, his pride 

* would, undoubtedly, be awakerred ; atid, 

* provided he got his money, it was indif- 

* fcrent to him by what pafCon he was ac* 

* tuatcd, 

* This was a ftroke I found myfdf un* 
.•equal to, and involuntarily funk uport 

* my knees to this inhuman: monftcrjCojii- 

* juring him, in terms fcarcely articulate, 

* to takQ off. this difgraceful impofition, and 

* I would immediately put my commiffiort 
' * irito his hands,' as a fecurit/ for the d At, 

* which fliould be fold, to fatisfy himv if 
? nothing could be obtained from mf 

* grandfather. He affefted to make focne 

* difficulty in accepting this propofafl, and 

* falfely declared, that his^ intention wai 

* not to diftrefs us, but to fubdue old 

* Stevens's rugged nature ; but if nothrng 

* elfe would fatisfy me, he would difmifs; 

* he iaid, the objcft that difguftcd me, aqd 

* receive 
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* receive the bffcred fecUriiy ; which was 

* performed accordingly. On the third 

* day afterwards he came again» and af« 

* fured us we had nothing to expcft from 

* my inflexible grandfather ; adding, that 

* he had juft received a letter from a friend 

* of his, to whom he had applied to obtain 

* leave for the difpofal of my commiflion, 
.* which had been granted, and, -by the 
^ gentleman's kind aOidUity, a purchafer 
« was provided, who was willing tb give 

* two hundred guineas for it. He then 

* paufed a few moments for a reply ^, but 
^ grief and apprchenfion keeping us filenr, 

* he: turned towards my mothei^, and pro*^ 

* ceeded, "c You are, by your hufband'J 
•* death, Mrs. Stevens, intided to a pcnfion 1 
** now, as I (hould be unwilling to diftreft 
•* you and your family, fuppofe I accept 
** thefe two hundred guineas in part of 
** payment, will you confent to authorifc 
•* me to receive your penfion, deducing 
" one part, yearly, until the other hun- 
** dred is. cleared, and remitting you the 
" Other for your fupport and fubfiilence? 

" Mifa 


^6 ^ Each Szx' iir 

i^* Mffs Stevens," continued this harpy^ 
^* n>ay foon jget into fomc genteel family ^ 
*' and, ^s^ to your fon, his education witt 
?* always be a fortune to him.** 

* My TOother caft a look of deep anguifh 
^ at me^ and I endeavoured to obtain- ^ 

* mitigation of this feverc fenttnce, by of- 

* fcring.m^yfelf to engage for the payment 
"^ of the remaining fum, to prefcrve mf 
^ mprbert fmall fiidtfry«nencombered 5 but 
^ he interru{>todatie^witk the utmoftcru^^ 

* tlty, by fiiyuig^ it ^onhi ba flte femft 
,<^ thing if I Goadb my remhtanccs to mf 
f tnodier, but Advi&d mt not to be to6 
!* £mguide iii.fny dxpeflatiojts/'as^k woold 

* be pretty well i^ fcr foitie years, I could 
f' keep mry own head aboTO water* . It wa^ 

* with difficulty I retrained my indigpa- 
^ tion, but my confide ration fof my mothel* 
^ and fifter kept me wirfii« bounds ;. and",. 

* as there was no remedy, an authority 

* was given this fordid wretch to receive 
f the widow's mite, and apply half to his 
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^own life, uQtil he Ihould be paid the vtt* 
♦.termoft ferthingw 

^ I continued upon this hateful fpot un« 
*.til my father's fimeral, and my mother 
*and Qfter's retirement to a little cottage^ 
*^ were coinpleeated •, for whofe afliftance, 
^. pennylefs as I am, I have bound myfelf 
'. to remit, annually, fifteen pounds, ftnd am' 

* now on my journey to London, in queft 

* of ibmc means, both of felf-fubfiflence; 
^ and to enable me.to perform my eogage« 
*• ment.* 

Sir William's cheeks, during this afFeil- 
rng relation, were bedewed with the tear 
kumane; ^nA^ Bndtng the youngs gentlemani 
had concluded, he held out' his liand to 
him^ in token of his future friendfhip and 
attachment. Many fcheofies did he revolve ' 
in bis imagination of providing for this 
worthy viftim of fUid piety, but none ap- 
peared fo eligible to him, as folUciting' his 
continuance with him, as his friend and 

companion^ His mother, he doubted not» 

would 


- - V 


J5 Each Sex in 

iNioauId Applaud his refolutbn, and donfehtf 
to his appointing him a genteel independ-^' 
ent falary ; for, as his eftate was immenfe, 
be had not the leaft conception that his 
generous inclination would be oppofed. 
He, therefore, after fomc (hort premedita- 
tion, faid, * If I could be fo happy as ta 
' fix upon a provifion for you, fuitable to 

* your hierit, and agreeable to your incli- 

* nation, I (hould fincerely rejoice; but I 
\ am apprehenfive I fhall be as far from 
^ the one, as the other, in the propofal I 
' could wifli you to accept of. You are 

* not many years older than myfelf ; the 
' difparity of eighteen and twenty-three is 

* not great; if, therefore, you could be 

* willing to bury your worth and abilities 

* in obfcurity, receive me for your pupil 

* and companion, and condefc^nd to per- 
^ mit me to make you a fmall. annual ac- 
^ knowledgment, I fhould conQder this as 

* a moft fortunate adventure/ Sir Wil- 
liam obfcrvcd Mr. Stevens's countenance 
(which was inftantly overfpread with a 
glow of fatisfadipn) with the deepeft at- 
tention. 


Ceation, aad laipatlenrly ciKpefted fits an- 

* * It is .not in the power of language/ 
replied the young gentleman, * to cdnvcy 

* the grateful fenfc I feel of your generous 

* and inviting propofal ; but, ah, fir, I fear 
^ it can never take cft<:6l! You, undoubc-' 

* edly, have parents or guardians, who 

* cannot be equally difintereftcd, and, per- 

* haps, would mifcal the noble fentiments 

* by which you .arc aduated, the folly and 

* fire of youth. The attachment of my 
*4ieart, and exertion of my abilities in 

* your fervice, you mighty depend upon, 

* were it pbflible to ftirmount all interven- 
' ing obftax:lcs ; but my knowledge of the 

* human heart will not permit me to flatter 
' myfcif with, even the moftdiftanr, hope, 
^ of obtaining fo agreeable and advantage* 
' gus an eftablilhment/ 

V 

Sir William^s pride was a little hurt, by 
fpme part of Mr. Stevens*s reply, as he 
^onfidercd himfelf fo far matter of his choice 

and 
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aftd adlpas, as^ to be at liberty* to deter-*^ 
mine, in fuch an afFair, without contiouL* 
He, therefore, returned, with rather a dif- 
j^eafed accent, * You, Mr. Stevens, arc 
^ the bed judge of your own inclinations^ 
^ as I am of my own power •, but may T 

* depend on your acceptance of the offer I 

* have made you, provided . I can obviate 

* every impediment you feem to appre-' 

* hend ? 

9 * %, 

^ Mr. Stevens perceived the unintended* 
Tfround, his manner of exprefling himfelf,* 
had conveyed to the young baronet's felf- 
Gonfequence, but had not a jot the better 
opinion of his fucceis, as he had known' 
men of great refoliiticn yield, in. many in- 
ftances, to perfuafiod, oi" fuperior power, 
points on which they had, in appearance, 
been equally. bent. He, neverthelefs, re- 
peated the abfolute. concurrence of his 
will, and grateful acknowledgments for 
the young gentleman's goodnefs. 

The 
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The town now appeared before them % 
h\xt^ as the curk>fity of the one was abated, 
and the diftrefs of the other in fome mea* 
fure relieved, their chief want was that of 
obtaining a little refnefhment; for which 
purpofe they immediately repaired to the 
bell houfe they could find, and fpent an 
hour or two In agreeable chat It was now, 
fir William fecretly congratulated himfelf, 
more than ever, on this happy accident ; 
Mr. Stevens's coriverfation exceeding any 
he had been accufttfmed to hear. I (hall 
now have it in my power (whifpercd his 
pleafed imagination) to furprifc Mr, Finch, 
by introducing to his acquaintance, a more 
fuitable companion ibr his underftanding 
and knowledge of life, than he could pof- 
fibly have expedted to meet with in this 
remote corner of the world. His vanity 
did not fail to fuggeft to him fome few 
grateful compliments, on his being able 
to diftingui(h merit under fuch difadvan- 
tageous appearances ; and he confidered 
his relblution of rewarding it, by placing 

it in the favourable light of profperity, as 
Vol- I. C the 
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the v6ry Vifbft and beft he had ever taken. 
Mr. Slaughter wiH not, henceforth (corm-^ 
nued he to himfelf ) be conEned in attend* 
!mcc$ on me, but be iL Kbettjr to entereain 
my motbct and aunt, eadh fucceeding 
Memng, wkhfubjefts fierfedUy calculated 
fer dieir amufement and approbation, 
though infufficient, 'with me, to anfwer 
either pftrpdfe 5 nor will Brighdley vHlagc 
any longer be a dull, flat fccnq, but, ear 
livened with the ^ood humour of Mn 
Finch, and good fenfe of Mr. Stevens, ic 
m\\ bec^ame an eligible and delightful re«- 

tireat -_ 

• • • • 

The baronet. ft» Ae -fen began to de- 
cKne, propofed returning home, md or^ 
dcred his new acquaintance to be accom- 
modated with an cafy and creditable beaft. 
He received, with aftonilbmenr, the in- 
'formataon of his having -ftrolkd twelve 
^sniles dlftatit from the feat of his anceffox^, 
^nd begged the utmoft expedition might 
be ufcd in their return, kft his aiother 

fiiould 


Ihoold biive fuSered fome tender ftnjtlety, 
on account. of .his uncommon abfence. 

He wa9 alfo greatj^y furprifed, qd ap- 
proaching that village, on the frontiers of 
which ftood his thanfion of antiquity, to 
.perceive many perfons (catievod about, as 
if employed in fome important fearchs 
\yhen fuddenly one of them, ythok fight 
ivas attra^ed by the trampling of their 
.horfes, gave a loud huzza^ in which he 
v^as inftancly ecchoed from clofe to clofi% 
This myftery, however, was not long ua» 
^explained, lady Brightley'9 coach haftiljr 
.advancing to meet the travellers, and xbp 
fond mother exclaiming, in an extacy, 
"My fon! my fon!" 

It feems, .this good lady's ^anxiety, lor 
the fafety of her beloved child, had fo far 
tranfported her, that (he had caufcd one 
of her footmen to proclaim publickly in 
in the village, a reward of twenty guinea^, 
for the firfl: .perfon who ihould give any 
certain intelligence concerning him, hqr 

C a ladyflii'p 
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iadyftiip unhappily concluding ibme ter- 
rible accident had befallen him. As for 
Mrs. Anne, flie afFefted a moft amiable 
rtfignation, and, i/^ith a myfterious and 
afllired ' air, declared her dream was now 
our, and viewed every avenue to the vil- 
lage with alternate impatience, infallibly 
cxpefting to fee her nephew's coarfc borne 
by fome of the ruftics. 

This good lady had a fincere regard for 
fir William ; but there was, neverthelefs, a 
certain peribn in the world to whom flic 
was more ftrongly attached ; which iwas no 
other than her charminjg fclf. Had the 
young baronet met the unhappy fate fce 
apprehended from various prognoftics, 
Mrs. Ann Brightley would have become 
an heirefi* Th« ftruck her imagination 
in the midft of her grief, and contributed 
not a little to its extenuation. Whilft flic 
accompanied her Gfter's reftlefs motions ii^i 
qucft of her darling, her ancient heart was 
agitated by a multiplicity of refleftions and 
perturbations. Should fir William never 

feturfl^ 
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fi^turn, and ibe become poiTcfled of the 
^righdey eftatc, how could (he anfwer it 
to her ccmfcieQce to fuffer the family ex* 
cinftion ! Her phjedlion^ to matrimony 
were innumerable ^ but when (he refle£t&d» 
that, to fupporc her adherence to them» 
the muft be dieaf to the demiands of all 
her predccelTor^ who would, undoubtedly, 
Require the perpetuation of their name 
from her as an incumbent duty, (he was 
Overwhelmed with a ptetty perplexity. 
Oh: a clofeTelf-exaaiination,. (he fdvind (be 
was' unequal to fubdbe, in her generous 
breaft, a mofl laudible and heroic confi- 
deration for . pofterity, as well as a noble 
defire of evincing her veneration for her 
anceftors,. an<f tender segard for the Ho* 
nourable name of Brighilcy, The refulc 
of which innate generofity was, that, after 
cafting about for the means of efle(5ling 
thefe great purpofes, it appeared to her, 
that their accomplifhment rendered her 
change of condition an indifpenfible obli« 
g^tion, and compelled her to facriHce her 

C 3 darling 
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darling love of virginity to fiwnily conlw 
derations,. . , 

Her heart .then fuggefted the plain- 
meaning, humble curate^whom fhe had, for 
Ibme tioie,. beheld with an. eye of favour 
as a proper choice for her, as fhe was coa-» 
fident he would^ with pleafure, aflume the^ 
name of Brightley, to lead him to the pof- 
feflion of . her fair peribn, and immenfe- 
fortune; atid^i in fuch a cafe,^ were Heaven* 
to blefs them with iflbc ina^, her good 
iptentiohs would be completely anfwered 5, 
oj: ihould a female Hand in the fame ten- 
der relation to them,, fmiilar methods 
might be jpurfued, wheit (he became mar- 
fiageable^ as her .pxudent niolhjer had 
(aken. 

She was lb borne away by thcfe golderv 
dreams, that (he became infenfible to every 
objeft around her -, and fuch ftrength of 
imagination did ibe poflefs, that Ihe was 
abfolutely looking down with a benign and 
encouraging afpeft on her grateful and 

. obfequious. 
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^bfequious lover (whofc humility, (he fup- 
pofed^ would ii^luce htm to kneel before 
ker^ to receive the amaaing and ineftimable 
prefent of her fair hand and virgin heart) 
who was pouring fbrth^ with the moll: 
pleafing elocution^ his gratitude for, and 
arftonifhment at, her condefcenQon and 
goodnefs, whtfn the. hvis>za« already mcot 
tioned, fainted her ear's, and effedtually 
i^oufed her from this flattering roverie. 

Her heart was (hook with (trong palpita- 
tiona, which (he con {tr^d into aSe^ioiiate 
pangs for her nephe'w's falety ; and now 
an impatience, &e had never before expei- 
viencedy prompced hes to cad her eyes 
around, ^ when, lo f they were ble(red wkk 
a (tght of that body flie bad long been 
in expeftation of beholding; though, it 
muil be confelTed, in a plight which r»- 
flcdted fome little difgrace upon her pre- 
didting quality. 

A violent fcream betokened an approach^- 
ing hyfteric, which was* generally the e£- 

C 4 feft 
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ft& that d Ap po intm tnt^ rczatioii, idco^ 
■lent, or a dibgpccablc ibrprife, had opoa 
this bdj^s dcSaxc coDftitutxMi : which be*- 
if g clcemed nervous, was out of the reach 
of every medkine in' the whole materia 
nedica. Thus, in an inftant, were all the 
iK>ble purpofes of this venerable virgin ren«- 
dered abortive, her loneljr flare confirmed^ 
and the path, to the poflcflion of the great 
family eftate, a fiscond time- ftrongly 
blockaded. 

At length, a (hower of tears waflied away 
her diforder, and reftored her fo perfc&ly 
to hcrfelf, that (he congratulated her nc» 
phew on his fa& return with a very good 
grace, her fifter on the recovery of her 
darling fon, and herlelf on being relievedt 
by his happy reftoration,. from all. her deep«- 
wounding anxietyu 

The baronet,, at his mother's: carneft. rc.- 
qucft, whofc heart overflowed with mater- 
nal tcndcrnefs, fujfered himfelf to be con- 
veyed, home in. her carriage (having firfi: 

COXUr- 
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committed his new favourite to the care of • 
the curate, until be (hpuld b< fent for) 
amidit the acclamations of the honefl: vil- 
lagers, who flncerely rejoiced that madam*! 
afilidlion was blown over. 

This was a fortunate event for Mr. 
Sevens, an^ faved him from a large ihare 
of mortiBcation ^ for th^ ladies had no 
fooner reached their grotefque parlour, 
than they interrogated the young baronet 
concerning the caufe of his long abfence, 
and received a faithful and circumflantial 
account of his recent adventure, and an . 
imreferved acknowledgement of his gene* 
reus intentions with rclpcft to^ his new 
friend. . 

* My dear- child,* 'faid lady Brightlcy, -^ 
with una9re(5led apprehenfion, * the open- 
•nefs and credulity of your difpofition 

* will, rfear, expofe ypu to many.incon- 

* veniencies. Believe me, thd connexion 

* you arc now inclined to make with a 
' ilrangcr, is highly blameable and un* 

C- 5j rcafonablcj^ 
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^fbnable; nay, I think, the advantftge-Bc* 

* has already taken of your youth and in- 

* experience, by artfully infmuatlng Wcn- 
*4clf into your favour^ and fpiritihg your 

* up to make choice of him for a compa- 

* nion, without the previous approbatiorr 

* of your friends, (hews him, to the eye of 

* fober refleftion, in none of the moft fa- 

§ 

* vourable lights* 

Sir William was greatly chagrined at 
his mother's (in his opinioa) ill-timed wif- 
dom, and uncharitable judgment of a 
ftranger, who, according to his fentiments, 
was intitled to every favourable confidera- 
tion, until fome caufe (bould arife in his 
condudl for fufpicion : he was, therefore,, 
about to reply to lady Brightley's injurious 
conjefturcs, and exculpate his friend from 
every unwarrantable attempt to deceive, 
when Mrs. Ann fuddenly exalted her 
raven note, and (incited by an acrimo- 
nious humour with which her heart at that 
junfture abounded, from a fccrct caufe) 
cxclaimed> * Heaven defend us, Cftcr, 

' from 
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*.from fuch, abominable wicked wretiches! 

* We flialL have our livts and properties 
^ endangered* if my nephew is not checked 
^ in his indifcreet (allies^ Who could have 

* fuppofed that fo fine a budnefs detained 

* hino, as that of gleaning the highways 
^ and hedges for' a companion, and having 

* fucc«edcd^ exjfieft, from your maternal 

* indulgence, to have this ftroUec admitted 

* into oar houfe *, who^ I doubt not, would 

* take an early opportunity of informing 
*■ the gang to which he belongs, of his uU 

* vantageouKS fituation, and how eafy it 

* would ht to riEe the habitation of a 
^ couple of defencclefs women, and a ere- 

* dulous boy, where they would be fure t^ 
^ find no inconfiderable booty/ 

The baronet's heart, for the fir ft time, 
dwelled with refentment, againft thefe 
cruel fuggeftioos •, but reftraining it within 
doe bounds, from the duty and affedion 
be bore to hia mother, which w^re to him 
ti€8 of an indifpenfible nature ; he there* 
£6re> after fome ibruggles betwixt his.pride 

C & ' and 


and pradeoce, addrefled lady Bright&y^ 
with his wonted refpeft: * Madam,* faid 
hci ^ permit me to expofttdate with, you 

* on this oecafiom !< have hitherto been. 
*^accuftomed to-pay the- utmoft deference , 

* to your judgement, and fuboiit my^ incH- 

* nations 00 your ladyftiip's undifpmed des- 
^termination; but I hope k is now time; . 

* in fome fmall degree^ to r^Iaicmy^ m^ 
^'plicic obedience to your oommands^ and- 
**that I may be permitted to contrad or 
*' break oflT a friendibip op acquaintance * 
^without being coafidered as-a rebellious 
^ cliild. In the prefcnt cafe I>may<, pdrhapsj 
^'bave afted with too much precipitation; 
^but I muft prefume te fay^ thatit is from 

* a conviftibn alone of the young gentle* 
•man's demerits, whofe intcreft I have 
•>€lfpoufcd, tbati can confenc to retraft my 
•good opinion,, of withdraw my attach'*" 

* jnent to him; and, as I muft be bold to 
•"fay, madam, that,, without this fatisfac* 
•*tion, even yourgentle admonitions can* 
•notdiffuade me from my purpofe, it is 
^ ^npecefl&ry for me to take any notice. of 


TfhEIRr FfuMoinc. §y 

^my- aunt's uhcharicable refleftions ; and 
^ how (he can reconcile fo rafha Judgement 
^-of a ftrangcr with the rchgion (he pro^ 
^fefleail arn'reaU/t at a^brs to conceive.' 

* NephevTi ncph'cw,* cried ' the heated' 
virgin, ^ this undutiful treaenrent is a blef^ 
« fed reward for ail/tny tenderoefs and care 

* of you, truly! Who could have fufpefted 
**that fuch evil; difpofitions lurked in a* 
*' heart fo«feemingly virtuous! but tinoe 
^-^ and chance difcover all things.! 

* 

* Sifter,* faid lady Brightley, •let us not 
^'be fo warm upon thi^ occafion. lean 

• rely upon the. duty aiKl drfcretion of my 

• fon, and am fully perfuadcd that his eyes 
^will foon be opened; and the^opinion afnd 

* advice of his friends have due weight 

• with him. I wi(h,* continued (he, ' Mr. 

• Einch was returned from his brother's, ,as 

* we would, then take, him-infio the debate^ 

* and have his judgement upon the matter ; 
**^for, my dear,' added (he (addre/Rng fir 
^Wilham-with thc-utmoft benignity) * you 

• fliall 
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* (haH have every fatisfeftion yow can dJes- 

* fire ; we wiH, therrfore, call a wifer head 

* than either of ours-, which may be eaftly 

* done, although Mr. Finch be abfeot.' So 
faying, fhe rang the bell, and ordered 
a fervant to tell Mr. Slaughter, that (he 
begged to fpeak ta him, unaccompanied 
by theyoung gemlenoan then at his houfe. 

Mr. Stevens conOdered all this parade as 
fto very favourable omen for bim^. bwt he 
had long adopted that beamvi^ of Mr^ 
Pope's for his rule of life, Blejfed is be that 
ixpeffetb nothings for bejball not be dijhp^ 
pointed % confequently the , reader will fup- 
pofe him perfe&ly refigned.. 

# 

* I wiflo, fitter,* faid Mrs. Ann, fo foo» 
as the fervant was withdrawn, neftling. 
from fome private confideration ^ your po- 
Kticks may fucceed ; but I believe Mr.. 

• 

Slaughter's judgement will be held but \ti 

Kght eftimatioa by fir William Brightky,* 
whom I fincerely congratulate,' (bowing 
with a moft-provoking fheer)**- on* his early 

*' attaiai-^ 
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^ Mtainment^co that point of wilBom, winch 

* intitles him to look down, with bo- 
*- rote eompafljon, upon his uacspericooed 

* friend*.* 

* Madam,^ returned fir Williani^ with a 
fiircaftic glance, * I am furprifed, that a re- 

* lation fb inBnkeljr fbperior to me in age 
^ (your knowledge and underftanding out 
^ of the queftiofi) (bould not remember 
^ chat the felf* willed, are to be fubdued bf 

* gentle methods, violent oppofition only 

* enflaming their diftemper/ * Very fine,very 

* fine, indeed,^ retorted the highly incenied 
kdy, ^ pray, fir, do you take me for youv 
**great-grand' mother? Your infin nation of 

* the difparity of our ages, is very extenfive, 

* truly.* • Not quite fo extenfive Madam,' 
returned the baronet, cooly, * as your 

* ftraincdconftru(5lion renders it ; there 
^ are degrees of venerablenefs as there 2^e 

* degrees of duty and refpcft, and you may^ 

* be as far entitled to my veneration, with- 

* out being my great 'grand- mother, zi 
f^yovL are tolny obedience and fubmiflioit 

* in 
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♦•in beiQg only my aunt. The livid [Up 
quivered whK r^ge, tlireiUened a mo(t fe-^ 
y<?re reply, rbwt IWr.rSla^gbter's en^rance,^ 
to receive the ladies commands, put a-ftop 
tafarther altercation.- 

« 

Lady Bf igh'tley communie^ed the aSair 
to the attentive: curate^ and added^ of jber 
own authority, that her fon was willing 
to abide, by. his tutor's judgment and opi« 
nion». 

Mr. Slaughter- was by no means proud 
of the confcquence this reference to hinr 
feemed to inveft him with, as he perceived 
bis determination would be produftive of 
diflatisfaftion to one or other of the par* 
ties, and which was the ftrongeft, and 
confcquently the moft eligible to be efpouf-v 
ed, . unforainatcly, he had not prc-confi- 
dered. He would gladly (to prefcrve thein 
general approbation) have remained neu* 
ter, butthatwasnotp^rmittedhim. How^. 
ever, after fome little rcflcdion^ he luck- 
ij^ hit upon an expedient which eifedlualljK 

fecured ^ 
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fecured to him their united efteem and 
good will. He duly, weighed every parti- 
cular of the cafe in queftion (during which 
time he difpoiled his coat of a convenient 
button) and digefted each confequential 
contingence; when with pliant fingers 
adjufting his wig, which for more than 
twenty years, had been his faithful com* 
panion in all his ftudies, and which, in his 
hafty obedience to the ladies fummons, he 
had omitted changing ; he repFied, That, 
in his opinion^ (bowing with great de- 
ference to lady Brightley and Mrs. Ann] 
much might be faid on both fides. This 
declaration^ flattering the feperate expec- 
tations of his auditors,, engaged their 
willing and undivided attention. Which 
the orator perceiving, gave one feafonable 
hem, attacked the left Heeve button,, and 
proceeded. 

* Sir WilHam?s conduft^' faid he, • as 
•'antecedent to the matter in debate^ 
** claims the firft place in our confideration j 
•'his. curiofuy,, with rcfpe6l to this ftrang- 

• cr*. 
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^ er, was undoubtedly natural, his com^ 
^.pafilon^ on being informed of his dif- 
^ trefsful circumftances, noble and amiable ;. 
^ his inducement to making him,, the ra* 
^ther,^ indeed, (here he (huffled about ai 
little, as if his chair was uneafy, and (tole 
a fide, look at the baronet) ^ precipitate 

* offer of his friendfliip and houi^,. truly^ 

* generous and Uudiblc, The young gen- 
•^tlemaawas confcious, that his ample for- 
^ tune was adequate to fuch a beneficienc 
^afUon, and the integrity of his owa 
^ heart, prevented all. fulpicion of deceit; 
^ Nor can it be alledged (admitting this 
^ young man to be what he reprefents him- 

* felf ) that fir William's defirc of attain- 
^ tainibg fiich a companion, i« either blame* 

* able or unreafbnable; as his converfatrorti 
^ might contribute ho lefs to his improve* 
^mcnt, than fatisfadion*" 

Sir William fecretty approved his tiitor's^ 
fcntiments, and thought he had never in 
his whole life heard him argue fo tnuch to 
thepurpofe, * Now ladies,*' refumed-Mr^. 

Slaugh* 
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STatrghtcr, after a ftiort paufr, • it tnoft be 

* allowed^ that your difapprobation of this 
•hafty attachment, evidently arifcs from 

* your knowledge of the world ( Mrs« 
Ann's features inftantly brightened) • sid 
^ a certain convrfbion of the little oonfi- 
^ denccf we ought to ptit in appearances^ 
^ Your apprehenfions of this ftra»ger*s on- 
*■ worthinefe, though without any vifible 

* fatinxiation, the in^lible rtfult of ma- 
^ ture reafon and refieftion ; but as no one 
^ can juftly^ dttfermine, what they do not 

* perfeftly comprehend fwhich I conftis ta 
^ be my cafe) and as I have been* fo far 
^ honoured, as to be appointed arbitrator 
*ift this* matter,' -I' vdtintaHly offer ta 

* take a joutnty to the place oi Mr^ 
t Stevens's former refidencc, and inform 

* myfelf of the truth, or faHebood, of 
^ every particular he haa related, and 

* my faithful report at my return, of fuch 
^ confirmatiofts, either favourabfej or the 

* raverfc, will of themfelvei, amicably dc- 
^cide Shis' little mifonderftanding, and 

* controvcify J* * . 

Mr. 
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Mr. Slaughter was as^ highly ^>phxldcS 
for his judijcious. management of the noat**' 
ter in debate^ as thp fao^ous fquire of JL^ 
mancha, for bis nf)enaorabledeci£oDSt.d|dr-' 
ing his exalc^ion, in the judicial coprt<^ 
his government s . and k was mutyally 
agreed that Mr. Stevens (houlci be cnado 
acquainted with their intentions^, an^ if'he 
was willing, to abide the event of thu 
curate's deep refearchesjthat he Ihould be 
lodged in (hjc parfonage houfe^ until tbo 
return of this reverend emiilary, whiqh 
would determine their future CQafideratioA 
of him.. > 

The next nuirning, Mr. Slaughter pre«- 
pared for his joarney^^ and Mr. Stevens 
being ^ made privy to his defxgn?, and the 
ii^tended refult pf them> fmcerely r^oiced 
at this opening to profperity, aod^ cheap- 
f^iUy accepted the cqnditions-proppfed. $ir 
William was prohibited .all comiexion with , 
his favourite, in the int^mfe^liate imOi .te 
p^fvent hk too deep atuchmifntrlQ a per^ 
Iwps unworthy obj^ft. . . , * 

Thefc^ 


Thefe prelimfnaries adjufted, an appear- 
-ancc of harmony was once more cftablifhcd 
in the family, but Mrs. Ann was not fb 
fUddcnly able to fubduc her fcfcntment 
againft her nephew, for his ungcnted 
treatment of her ; or, in other words, ftie 
was tormented "by tlic mortification (he 
"had faftained, from the difappointment, 
or rather diftruftion, of thofe hopes, (he 
never had the ieaft idea of, until Sir Wil- 
liam's accidental stb/ence. She was, att>efl:, 
of a di(ratis(ied difpo(ition, which this una« 
ginary calamity contributed not a little to 
four, Mr. Slaughter rofe in her eftecm 
•and approbation, in proportion to the im- 
pediments her diftempered fancy fuggeft- 
ed to her becoming his bride. His in- 
come, (he was (en{iblc, was very limittcd, 
'his' profpefls of preferment, to the laft de- 
gree, .unfavourable -, and her own fortune 
(not exceeding five thoufand pounds; in- 
fufficient, in partner(hip with that gende- 
man, to fupport her in that aiRuence and 
'delicacy (be had been accuftomed to. Her 
mind, from thefe refieftions, became fo 

un- 


unfettled and difcotnpofed* . that her devo-* 
tion was reodered a fiat oiecbaoical Calk ^ 
lier former aniufemencs loft the powor of 
pleaiing, and, .according to the example of 
iheroines.upon roaiantic record^ under iimir 
^ar circumftanceSy ihe fought the moljb 
retired rcceflcs of the Gothic garden^ to 
breathe her fighs and tender comiplaints ia. 

In a few days, Mr. Slaughter teturne4 
from his grand expedition, and, who not 
only, confirmed every circumftance Mr. 
Stevens had related pf himfelf and family^ 
but lijcewife made many favourable reports 
iof that young gentleman's merit, whicti 
iiis modefty had caufed him to conceal. 
This divine had many inducements to pro- 
mote the gratification of fir William Bright,- 
ley's inclination, in this particular refpe6l ; 
Jiis time of life, and narrow capacity, ren- 
dering an intimacy, or mental attachment 
between him, and his youthful enlarged- 
minded ipupil, abfolutely impradlicable,; 
and he hoped to retain his friendfliip in 
the pe(&>n of Mr« Stevens^ by being mt 

only 
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only inftrume&ul to, but the aftual means 
of, e^fiefting their defu-ed connection. He 
bad long had an eye to a prcfentation in 
the baronet's .gift, on the death of the then 
incumbeiK, and hoped to obtain it as a re- 
ward for this noble fervice, flattering hi m- 
felf chat he had nove taken a more efiedbual 
method of fecuring his intereft in that re- 
fpefl;, than if he had continued in his 
wonted capacity ; add to which, he poflcf- 
fed a heart capable of rejoicing at, and 
endeavouring to prooiote, the advanuge 
and happinefs of his fellow creatures. 

His defcription of the elegant cottage, 
inhabitated by Mr. Stevens's mother and 
fiftor, which his curiofity or benevolence 
prompted him to'vifit, was extreamly de- 
Jightful, as well as the good gentlewo- 
«nan'$ polite addrefs, unaffeded humility, 
and grateful piety ^ he faid, (he thanked 
him, in moft expreflive and genteel terms, 
for the happy tidings he imparted, with 
refpedl to her worthy child's future provi- 
fion, and, with an honeft pride, modeftly 

inti- 
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intimated that her fon's conduft would be 
DO reflexion on the partial goodnefs of hk 
patron and b<»ncfo£tor; •« He i^'^f^SAnJke 
mother, • fteady and uniform iniwll-do^ 

* ing, his aftions arc the refult df refledioii 

* and tool judgment, not flighty or indi£- 
^ criminate refolves ; what you find him in 

* one refpcft, with regard to integrity and 

* rcfolution, you will meet with him iti 

* another, ia a proportionate degree.* 

Lady Brightley, on finding herfelf de- 
prived of every pretext to deny her fon, any 
longer, the purpofe his heart was fet upon, 
made a virtue of neceflity, and tOld him> 
with a very tolerable grace, That he was 
now at liberty to purfue his own inclina- 
tions. This news wa^ extreamly grate- 
ful to the baronet, who impatiently fought 
his defired companion, and, in the mod 
obliging terms, begged his pardon for this 
late involuntary ncgleft of hinri ; aflbring 
him, he fhould not for the future, have 
reafon to complain of him in that re- 

fpca. • • -• 

Mr. 


Mr. Steimns^ who was 'mafter of as great 
,m (bsre of good nature as good fenfe, de- 
clared hrmfelf perfefiily fatisfied with the 
treatttient he bad received *, and the confix 
.derate, generous^ Qr William, made hitn 
a genteel, as well as reafonable, preienc 
An apartment, was prepared for bim at the 
•ball, whiph gave fnefli difguft to Mrs. 
Ann, who continued to difapprove their 
proceedings, notwithttanding her favour* 
ite curate had been alTilling, in a very 
great degree, in bringing the ypung gen- 
tleman's eftablilhment to bear. A hand- 
fome fuit of mourning was provided for 
Mr. Stevens, with every fitting appendix, 
firom which improvemcTits, his really.grace- 
ful.perfon received no inconfiderable ad^ 
vantage, and the next niorning wa; ap- -, 
poiated for his introduftion «'to the ladirs; 

Lady Brighxiey'simpreflion of this-ft rang- 
er> w^s rather favourable than otherwife; 
but her fitter's heart was by no means fo 
flexible, and (he fcc^^tly deterrnincd, at 
all events, to preferve great coldnefs and 

Vol. I. . D tUf. 


jdiftance in her bishaviour; towards Ifitn. The 
breakfaft hour of this little family, was as 
.vnfalhionable as their .Jiabitation ; the time 
of afTembling, on thatoccafion being punc- 
Itu^Uy at eight o^dock.'SirWilliatti, who had 
indulged his youthful imagination the pre- 
ceding night, in forming fchemes qf fu« 
t*ire happinefs, with the worthy Mr. Ste- 
vens, was at the parfonagjc-houfe by *fix, 
and, at the proper time, conduced hia 
friend to the hall, and, with an inherent 
poUtenefs, prcfepted hirh to -lady Bright*" 
ley; 

Her ladyfhip received him with apparu 
ent candour and approbation. But Mr$» 
Ann did not vouchfafe to honor him with 
the flighteft obfervation on his entrance, 
and afFeftcd a pretty furprife, on her ne- 
phew's addrefling her, as if interrupted in 
fome important cogitations. * Midafn,"* 
Jiaid fir William, with a provoking cere- 
mony, ' this js the young gentleman of 
^ whom yovi was pleafed to entertain iuch 
I pbliging fcAQmeati.' She darted a look 

of 
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ntment at the baronet, and with 
(he imagined) a becoming ftifF* 
returned Mr. Stevens a refpefkfol 
mth a flight inclination of her head, 
1 an accent, ndther harmonious, 

leaQng, jufl; uttered, * Your fervat*c 


e young gentleman's agreeable and 
iming behaviour, infenflbly won la* 
•ightley's favour, infomuch, that (he 
sfccnded to fay, (he was far from 
; 'furprifcd at her fon's conduft, as a 
yciion of Mr. Stevens's addrefs, and evi- 
dently genteel education, mufl: be, to 
;him, bred in retirement, an engaging 
and flriking pha^homenon. 

Nothing could be more correfpondent, 
than thefentiments and difpoGtions,of tbefc 
friends, whp equally cfteemed and admir- 
ed each others innate pcrfeftions, which, 
as their intimacy increafed, and occafions 
\xcurred, expanded and unfolded them- 

D z fclvcs 
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telves; to their alternate yicjv, fqinnjvinir 
eating, a miuuftl fati^^ipn not t,o,l^e ax^ 


> • . » « - 


1 « * 


The Baronet pjarcb^fcd /cvecy author 
j^lr^^StCYCOS mejntioned with approbation, 
aqd as , the jrcading , ,of tjje. foirtncr , had 
bqe^^pfetty mucJ\,cpp^ned, hewas^dc^ 
lighted beyond meafure at the fund,of ^Or 
tertainment and improvement this exten- 
fiop of his knowledge, ip the literary world, 
let in ypon ^his ipiiid. ^e would. iiften^ 
fpr^ hpurs,,^ with unabated pleafpre,. ^to 
rope's fweet numbers, and pgEticuUrl/ 
was never weary of rambling, jn his de- 
lightful forcft of Windfor. Shakcfpear, 
prydcn, Gay, and. every^ other poet, be- 
ca^Tie, in drte. proportion, his approved and 
.familiar acquaintance- 


Mr. Slaughter, in order to prefcrvc that 
confideration for himfelf in the Baronet*s 
heart, which has been already mentioned, 
•was continually feeking little occafions of 
KJidcring him obliging offices. Aftuated 

by 
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%f this fclf-inte retted motive, he one 
morning brought fir Williann the Paradife 
Loft of the great Milton, curioufly bound, 
ivell knowing that his pupil was yet Unac* 
quainted with the mafterly beauties of that 
exalted poem. This prefent met with a 
ttiolt gracioui reception, and pleaded more 
ftrongly for him, in the young gcntldman'^s 
fevour, than any preceding aftion of His 
life had done. ' ^ . 

. Wt. Stevens was qualifieci by nature^to 
do jiiftice to this fublime work; his acccrit 
being moll charmingly adapted to convey^ 
with irrefiftrble energy, to the mental ear, 
the infpircd author's every emphatic fcnfc. 
Sir WiUiani's admiration and dtlight was 
hourly augiiiehtfed j but his young miivd 
was particularly caught by the defcriptiob 
of the beauty, innocence, and engaging 
difpoQtion 6f the mother of mankind, and 
that incomparable conjugal felicity, that is 
to be fouAd in the dcfcription of our firtt 
parents. 
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His £fe had been fo lingular and olr- 
fcure, in conformity to the unaccountable^ 
turn of his fi^nale relations, that he had 
never met with an opportunity of either 
beholding^ or converling with an agreeable- 
fair-one. . He therefore conceived the hap- 
pinefs of fuch a companion to be mod: fu« 
perlative, and began iecredy to repine at 
thdt fate which had hitherto excluded him*, 
from fuch fwcet fociety. * How dilagrce-i 

* ably,* he would fay to himfelf, • is my 
^ life circumft^nced 1 compelled, as lam^ 
^:to fubtnit to a paiBve renunciation of th^ 

* mod grateful and rational of human en* 
*joyments, or, by launching into the 
^ world, Wounding the . peace of a moft* 
\ worthy and indulgent parent I How un*- 

* bounded ^d infatiable/ he would add,- 

* are the defircs of: mortality I no fooner 
^, gratified in one refped, than we are rcft^ 

* Icfs 3nd diflktisfied in another ! I am now 

* conyinccd, that pleafure, in anticipation, is^ 
Kfax greater than in fruition, and that ima^ 

* ginary blifs is more poignant to our un- 
^ certain taftes, than real and fubftantiaL 

•5 * ♦ The 
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*' The 'moments lArc not more fleeting than 
Votsr homcnxrs and &ncy ; conIequendy» 

• *riie gratification of the rek;ning indina* 
*'tion can alone bederired from profpcAivc 

• joys ; for, as one wave is fiiccecded by an- 
^'othcp, ' fo does. octr ficklenefs operatr, and 

• 'fome-new acquifition atcra6b us, even inr 

• "tlie taking polTeiBon of a prdcnt one. I 
•'^myfclf, but a fortnight ago, Was abfo- 
^ lutdy perfuaded that I had only one wifh 
''in viewry the attainment of which would 
^*amply fill up all that vaQutty I thcnfelC 
*1n my heart i and yet^ noiwithftanding I* 

• cannot complain of the Icaft difappoint- • 
^ nfjent m my late moft flattering expefta- 

• tions, I have, within a few days, invo- 

• luhtarily cdntra^ttd a chimerical difladf^ 
*fa6liion, from a difcovery of my unac- 

• tiuaintedncfs with, and exclufion from, a 

• participation of the mixed company and 
** convcrfalion of the fecial fpeeies •, abd fo 
•\veak is my reafon, and in;.fudh fubor«- 
•■(dinatlon to my idly-tormenting faotr/, 
f that lam, in fpite of my moft rcfolute 
f efforts, unable to conquer the unacxrount- 
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^dMc^ wandering folly, bf which tht vtJ 

* pofe and felicity I could btfeerwffe inj6f^' 

* is iitferriiptcd. ^hi^ image of tRe*%ffi eSt- 

* ifting female,- all lovely^ benign, 'Uhd^lf^- 

* noccnt, haunts me like an evil fpirit j 

* and my imagination is continually em- 

* ployed in contemplating that pTftiire'^ 
*peifcatOn"; and thotigli, peth^j^, ^^tWSl 
^ i*hoie world cannot *^'n6w produce oric 
^'tolerable topy of that divine original, yk 

* am I ever lamenting my exemption* from 
*'the^. acquaintance of that beautiful, yet' 
^ de^encfete, part of the treationi*' • 


{> 


• At difiner, lady' Brightley had (fte fatif- 
.'ufticnto receive an obliging mefftge frofti 
Mr. and. Mrs. Finch, with an account of 
their fafp return, , and defiring the favour of 
:l>er ladylhfp's, and family*s company tb 
,tea. The young gentlemen being difpofed 
for an . afternoon's ramble, begged they 
inigh( be permitted to drop in, at wh4t* 
ever hour was mpft agreeable to their in- 
cliiiations •, m which requeft that good lady 
^willingly indiil^ed them. Mrs. Artn re* 

luftantly 
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* habitants of this village ; they zrt t9 

* board at farmer Johnfon's, though people 

* of very gteat fortune. A gendenlan at iny 

* brother's, gave us the particulars of their 

* family and chara3?ers, in which, I ttiidk^ 
< there is fomethriig both lingular and^ eft** 
^ tertaining ; and) if it will be agrteable, 
' Udies, as we (hall all be acqiiainted^ uo-- 

* daubtcdly, before it id longv I will relat*' 
'them to you, as nearly as I can, in the 

* very words of my- friend, an intimate 

* of theirs, which, but for the concifenefs, . 

* would really furnilh matter for a tolerable 

* novel/ Lady Brightley profeffed.herfelf 
not only willing, but defirous, to hear 
this narration; and ^rs. Ann, not being' 
deficient in curiofity, • declared herfeif of ' 
the fame fentiments 5 upon which Mr. , 
Finch began, as follows : 


AF«- 
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'A Family' Hiftory. 

WITHIN khc precinfts of the inns 
of coun, lives one Mr.' Foitefcuc, 
aiy emneni: counfeilor, de«p read in Coke, 
aftd equally (kilfed in all the chicanery of' 
the law. He is mafter of a- facetious (Jifpo- 
fition, ready wit, and quick apprehcnfion, 
btit his heart, from hi& cradle, having a 
peculiar ftrong bias to avarice, that inclina* 
tten, in time, became his ruling paflion- 
abd chara6leriftic. At Weftminfter-hall he 
weighs opinions and clauibs; at home, his 
beef and mutton, where he, Proteus like, ' 
undergoes the various transformations of 
caterer, cook, infpeclor, direftor, and 
n^aftcr. Exclufive of this infuperable pro- 
penGty to accumulating, he is friendly, 
hunriane, and compaffionate. If the hand ' 
of time, or difcafc, rob his acquaintance • 
of a beloved relation or friend,, he will 
participate, with the moft tender fymp^ 
thy, in bis affii£tion. Does any one, within 

I>6 th^ 




6p EakCh Ssx. IK. ^ 

tt)e circle of his acquaintance^ languHh/ 
uppn a lick bed (and flands not in need oE 
Ills p^cumarjt ?iSi&&i^st) h\s ivnxwfk^taijent^' 
of^pIcaGng areexerted^ to lalleyiateand*' be- 
guile his. iuflferings/ Jfir fhmrr, hisjidfure 
hpprsk iki$ wit^' and ^huitiouc, and advice 
C Wl^&j ywi inffihge , wpon kiB jpnjfcS^ 
fij^^-^ikdj ftttetnpt^.ta . eaidu^' hiB^frufhiO: 
fc^).a]re ajiceiinac^iy dt the/command of In&t 
friend^ ^riii^^^f^^Q^pAS. He b tbe^yjoupger 
brother qf a family inferior to few com*! 
ii)oners in wealth and opulence, raifed ta 
th^cn:)inc9cq|l?}f bis.grandf^th^rHiljvh^^ |he 

SSfftfift P?W o^;liis (fep, h^ been f ogRg«l.( 
in, a c;on)pi?ncial. lif(?) by the. very dint rf; 
ind^fatfrgable appUcatipn^nd induftry ^ but 
by. tjh,^,;9ld gentleman's, making^ a yvhinir j, 

fifal and, j)artial d^YifaaajD^hisiJ|<fpge..ac^ui? * 
fitipns,rOUi;;C;aunf9llor w^as .mailer bfi^r^^ 
thoufand .pounds only ; the fpirit of thrifti- . 
nefs, however, dwelt in him, and fuccci4 t 
attended his every undertaking, •. x 

Jtic j^djciquQy. determined to aft cau^'f 
ti9ufly, with^ rcfpe^.to his approbation of .. 

me 
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the feirfex^ tinlcfs a lucky opportuniiy 
ihoddoccur^of bis obtaming^n agreeable 
<lompaniO(0i ifitkin ceconomical turn, and 
a ibrtuoe adequate to bis fordid wifbes. ^ 
In • toofequeflce . t>f this refolution, he re- 
marned a b^tchelor until he reached the 
Y^rge.of ibirtji^tl^ree, tyhen a litigation fell 
laidcT' hsfl/ cognizance for the recovery ot 
fifty thoufand poundsyTuppofed to be un^ 
jaftly detained by the perfon then tn pof-^ 

-The defendant;^ ' m whdfc caiife Mr; 
Fortefcue svai engagtd, w^s an elderly 
gentleman, -who, in his declining days,* 
acknowledged no other dciiy than Plutus. 
His narrow fcntiments were, however,' 
rather -adopted th^A' innate, the youthfxd 
caft of his di^ofrtidil having been diame* 
trically oppofuev but, from the com*; 
mencement of his grand climafteric (fmcc ; 
which period he had, 'at this junfture, fecii . 
the rcyolution of feven winters) his life ; 
was not more preciousto hint than his daf- 
liog treafure, ,nor cQuld he have felt a 

ftrongcr 
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Itroqger pang at the lofs of ajimb, than " 
even the retaining fee to 'Mr.' Foftefcue- 
coft hfm. He was, Irkewife, a great hiN 
inourifti and poflEefled an ample fliare in • 
his ' compofition, * of that quality, which 
is known by the appellation of perfeverance 

in a' good cauf^, and'-of obftinacy in a bad*; 

one;* ' 

4- 

He had continued 'hovering on' the ^' 
brink of matrimony until he was turned of 
fifty, and thert fubmitted hiis neck to the 
ccrnjugal yoke, with the refohition of a • 
hero, and bccaniie, in the Ihbrt fpace of 
fifteen months, a hulband, father^ and ■ 
widower. The lofs of his* wife touched 
him nearly, for the firft fuGceeding half 
year J but his bottfe tod friends, before " 
the completion of the* other half, totally 
fubdued every painful remembrance of 
her. He was properly attentive to the • 
c<8rporeal prefervation of his little female 
inhnti but her mental part was left to na« 
ture, rude and incultivate. He continued -- 
to frequent <a club| w4)ich confifted of. a 

fclea 
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leteft number of jovial tnctmaosfs, until 
an unfortunate and tedious aliaek. of tba 
goutt and the death of two of his favourite 
companions, gave him s difirefifii for^is^, 
ponced amufements, and futtiiSied bts^ 
heart with the firft fuggeftions of avarice ^i 
Which paffioA, as his reafen gradually de-^^ 
clined, received new vigour, and fb quick', 
a progrcfs to change did it make in his dif- 
j)ofitian, that he was apparently become a-* 
itiifer, by the time he had reached the re-, 
itvarkable period already ftientioned. 

■ 

In the courfe of that preparatory, legal 
parade, with which important cafes are 
treated, by fkilful pra6titioners, Mr. FoN 
tefcue had frequent accefs to, the others ^ 
wife inacceflible, Mr. Stapleton ; whole 
heart would fo far expand itfelf, on fuch 
occafions (inordet.to attach his counfei' 
more warmly to his intereft) as' to make 
him partaker of a pint of wine*,' which, iii i^ 
reality, amounted ft6 little more than anr 
hpneft half*pint, it being his method to re-' ; 

ferve a fcleft collcftion of hollow- bottomed 

bottles. 
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bottles, to anfifrer fudi iofiviutbte 

five ptirpofet. .:; i! -i, - ^^ 

' It happeAcd, one ;afteraoon> (hat Mr.» 
Fortefcue furprifed I^is whinnficsU client^ 
cAgig^ at &rtbing piqutt ^itb his. daugh^ 
tcr, now fevenjeen, who defcrvedly filled 
tbc utxt place .to Jiif ?^PJ?^yi) in his af&c- 
tions* -The old gentleman was fomewhat 
diirpojmpoiied at this indired): intrufion (as 
hp had many reafons for excluding his girl 
ftpna all cor^gany;, mankind in particular) 
but as he confidered the intruder, in a lite- 
jfii fiiofe, as maftcr of his fate, he conteat- 
c4 himifelf with haftily commanding niifs. 
Caroline to withdraw -, which injun<5lion the 
youog lady inftantly complied with. 

** ' »'•'.♦;• ' • ' . .... • • • 

: Sbe,di4 AOtf hpwevcr, efcape theobrer- 
vafeion. of Mr. .Fortcfcye» whofe heart im- 
toediately fuggefted to him, . that the, hap- 
py period was f)ow arrived. for the qpmple; 
tioAof hi&.(i^{JuS:UUr^, or the attainment. 
of bis utmoll wiQies. His raj^id jmagina* 
tion put him into the infiantancous poITef- 

lion 
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which he cfsoc^j: ^rsocr ivic^.^ st r^ 

artfuuj irilr^i^aaxL. In ioc jinr, i ii-'^-fri 
which tfC Wis wcii c:jnvu«^.-d -spdu*** ."*- ic-' 
cq>tabk to his catncaucin^ an.» b^rlv^js 
many houn were eJap^e^i^ A<rn5 :rai ?::; ^ 
blilhed fo good aa tusdertbmdin^^ ^wrrowoi. 
them, from x fimiliar.cy ia chcir umttnifntv 
that Mr. Scaplctoa ffc^c the detcAder ^ 


his pft^perty^ a general invitation to hi^ 
Heofey and declared him to be a man after 
his own heart; and, at parting, they in* 
teirhanged the moft cordial profeffions oF^ 
futuffe^amiqr. 

» • • _ - 

Mr. Fortefciie, on his retom^ to his own • J 
Htibitatton, began to form twenty fchenies*^ 
for the accomplifliment of the (ingle pur- 
Itpfe.of obCuidAg miis Stapletbn for a wife. 
I>fe Mi .axr unufual perturbation of hearc^i^ 

which he cooftruad into<ldTe v it^roie, in^ 
deed, ffonri^ntiments that mi^t properly^ 
come under that denomifiadon, though 
not what .a*,foperficial obftrrer would mif-^ 
tfi^ them iot^ our aflrecbions having,- it i^^ 
well known, various objefts to eiccitethcm^r 
and I ^dare affirm^ that if- the lady had not^ 
iftfpircd him with a tender confidcration^ 
for her perfon, her fortune had xivettcd « 
hitn moft irrcfiftibly^ 

' • • / * 

Mifs StapletonV^recoramendaciorts, o^5 
charms, for they are terms fynonymous,^ 
were, in. the: learned language of the Law, 

Tri- 


Tripatite, alias, ThrctfoU, « heavy purfc, 
' retired life and. education, aod aa oik 
qocftioruiblcdifrclilhfor«pcnfi« tmufc- 
mcnts, and-coniKflHon!. Haviflg thii new- 
ipur to his afliduity, he diftii^uiOicd him- 
fclf in alingular manner, in fvroxK of hi* 
olieqi (fclf-toce, hi» fecret fpfing of «:- 
tion) plain meanings were wreftcd and tor-' 
turcd CO the utftoft exBttnky, aad, after 
vu&mn hoartoga, aad rt-heariBgi» brcar' 
ned ic ftr the daftarfaa^ apKB8aBopp> 

He vas invited, db l iip py oemti; 'if 
this fucce&fiil daj, ta lup witfa-dieftowt, 
swcLgraofiai, Ikft. S i %ifc i Mi . Tx fmer- 
laitnne&t waa Miibie ■» Ac atonukcrr 
bean of die donr, Md. ftfitrt if -mr 
peanf-vonb of mcr- gL '— ii r^vhn. -sk* 
taiV of » ptckkd bkoaB, as* -sa* «i^ 

toped Ihcas. R^ksc »^pfa 

Tcry Hmited q a aggr '- r 

bowl, <£ tsi^pac dcr:^ ' 

of fimpk «ettir- is - -. | 

tt viae is 
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punch ; and a. noble brace of ^holle bottl^jf 
already, deferibcd,, crowried thj^j.^^c^ JC* 
pad. Notwichftanding this pariin:)OAyi oi^f 
Biifer had- the addrefs to aod opie jogrodi- 
cnt which would have gratified the mpft 
luxurious talte, whigh was no^ other; than; 
the prefence of the fair inifs Cardl^oCy zs> 
indulgence 6^ feldorja cxp^rieno^dj. i H^Cff 
artlefs countenance was a fincere pi3-urc 
of her innocent heart, which knew.ng fu* 
perfluous wants, a^nd when thpfe of natuifc 
were fupplied by the homely and fcaqijr. 
fuftenance, provided by her father^ m^ 
had hot a wilh ungratified* ' 

\ ■ ' . ' • • *- 

A fenuile fc.^ya^t wa,s her only coipp8» 

nion^ , who, bappilji, . vfM . aa ignorant 
country girl, afid,; by ^hcir manner of; iife^ 
excluded from every, opportunity of viti- 
ating her harmlefs uninformed mi^d. Coiir 
fequently, however mean and fervil^ the 
fent|ments mifs Stapleton might contra(5t 
fropa her converfatton, they were uncor- 
rupted by, ,vice^ and unfullied by hypo^ 
qiify. The current of her mind> like ^^ 

full' 
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M river, was free from all fluftaation ; 
and.'havitig no will of her own, was in an 
apt ftate to be turned at pleafurc. Hence, 
had" (he fallen into proper hands, (he might 
have been rendered a compkat woman, 
nfeful to fociety, and ornamental to her 
fek r'btit the fates had otherwifc decreed, 
hf kllon^her id be united, or rather, 
jo^tK- to our provident councetlor, who 
did hot fail to improve this haf^jr oppor- 
tUnitjr ro the bcft advantage j and as h€ 
^z,^l\ii rcaliiy, an agreeable companion^ 
no wonder the incxpcricaced mifs Caroline^ 
thought him fo in an anconuncn degree, 
Every entertaining rclarion was to her 
fi'ran^ej mft iscndaraaS' prangj •, and, not* 
liifkhftanding the di^rity of their agc^ 
Mr.' Foricfcac madea vcrv icen imnreluon 
on her incxpcrieneed hear, which ie vi^ 
artful enough ta perceive, invl .ii^n^ar.'-l 
exulting in thk beginnings of .uccd*5. 

Mi& Caroline: sad lier -r«v:. r, - -• 
orvc acd the ime jC^jrvT'rr^. '- " ^ ^ 
tDo, aid aisbagj Sr '. :^-v«t .- *- 




^gold, an adjoiningoncLove taught her caiF- 
*.tion, therefore as fhe could not forbear im^ 
tparting the extraordinary approbation (he 
diad com:elvedforMr. J*ortefcue, the infer- 
jnation was conVief ed to her liftehing compa- 
'nion, in a fcarce articulate whifper, who im- 
mediately voted for a match, from the irre- 
ififtible incitement and natural thirft for darl- 
ing liberty. * Your papa would not then, 
■^ mifi/* faid thi$ loquacious damfcl, * havfi 

• it in his power to contradift you, and if 

* you would be fo good as to take me for 
^your fervaftt, we Ihbuld be as happy as 


f qucensl^ 


• How plea&ng foever this delufion, how 
"foreign to the reality this flattering expec- 
tation; can the bondage of a child, under 
a parental roof (however ftridt and fevere 
'in appearance)/ '-e comparable to that in- 
flifted by an auftere and arbitrary huf- 
band ? A parent's heart, muft indeed be 
callous, that is intirely free from indul- 
gent weaknefs for its fecond felf ; but with 
the hufband, it is far otherwife 5 he con fi- 
de rs 
* 
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both entertained by^ and interefted in, thit 
little relation. Mrs. Ann efikyed to (but 
did not abfolidtdy) open her ]ip», borlM^. 
Finch,' milking • a farcaftk: fmite^ for an 
aflienc to lady Brightley'sl fentiiii'efits; witK« 
out farther demur, refumcd. 

My friend added, I wi(h thefe truths^ 
I now advance, may be favoured with 
the ferious coniideracion of the youthful 
part of my audience (looking upon them 
-with the moll graceful politehefs ) as it 
"would prevent their uniting Uie (in re^ 
lity ) two grcateft . contpadidions upon 
jeartb, naatrimony and : liberty, and. in^ 
fallibly deter them irom xajcing that ad* 
^ venturous ftep, with that unhappy rafli- 
nefs» with which the world furniibes 
them» too many examples. 

Mifs Caroline greedily fwallowed the 
crude notions of her misjudging compa- 
nion, and, from that hour, became reftlefs 
and dii&tiftfied i • and deternofined to be, oa 
one pretence or othcr> always, for the fu<r 

ture. 
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>S& CjecSbc srcAt fnllowcd tht 
crjie ^-o--"-* >x her nhjujging compi- 
•aoa, 12C, froca rfat hour, became retUefs 
aiaa(£AB«B)s •nd <fc»riMned u. be, on 
<« t««« « «l*r. ^„^ fi» the fc 


futr, a plfticipator of that gentleman's 
vi0cs^ • To cfFciSk which purpofe» (he be* 
PfltQ)einor< and more affiduous to pleafe 
heriatba*, and entirely renounced her. 
diildifli asHlfements. Mr, Scapleton, by 
no means penetrated Ae caufe of this 
change in his daughter's behaviour, but 
imputed ittothi natural coniequence. of 
ripening reafon. 

The counfcllor's prudence would not fuf* 
fer him tO'fpend ib much of his titlie at this 
gentleman^s, as would have been agreeablo 
to his. inclination. He had too muqh diC- 
cernment not to be convinced, that all at« 
tempts CO obtain the father's conftnt to fo 
difproportionable a match, in point of for* 
tune, would prove ifneflPe^kual % as, when 
weighed in the fcale of avarice, notwith* 
(landing his great accomplifhments, and 
qualifications, he was aflured he (hould i^ 

found wanting. 

t ■ . . . 

* 

But though he was certain the old gen* 

tkman would not cronfent to accept of him 

Vol. h E for 
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for a fon, be did not ddpair of prev-ailiug 
upon the youtrg lady, to receive him for 
a hufband ; but as he was fcnfible he had 
H nice point to carry^ he pradiccd the ut- 
tnoft caution and circUmfpe<aion. His ad- 
vances were fl0w,^is artifice deep, and his 
fuccef&> the confequencc and reward of bis 
difcretion* 

He obfcrved her with an unerring and 
penetrating eye, and, as loon as her appro- 
bation of him appeared fixed and cftablifh- 
ed, he found means to convey a tender 
cpiftle to her, containing a methodical and 
circomftantial account (moft aptly adapted 
to her capacity) of the commencement, 
progrefs, and certain continuance, of his 
paflion for her, and earncftly requefting 
fce would condefcend to inform him, whe- 
ther he had or had not been fo happy as to 
infpire her with fimilar fcntiments. 

Mifs Stapleton was elated with this 
uncxpefted declaration of her lover^s af- 
ftAioB for her, and, with the umted affift- 

inie 
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of her humble tonfidaxtti' penned an 
Infwcr to tht laft degree propitious ( here 
Mrs. Ann's countenance bore many tokens 
t€ difkpprobatitin, which was unobferved 
by Mn Finch, and he continired) She was 
hx from conceiving (pu will pardon mc 
IftdieS, faid he, for retailing this obferva- 
fion of my friend) that the moft grateful 
privilege of conquell, was to torture and 
tQrment; (Mrs. Ann tofled up her head, 
the reft of the company fmiled, and Mr. 
JFinch proceeded) ^for had fhe ever beert 
taught to difguifc or conceal her thoughts, 
except from her father, whofe hafty dif- 
pteafure, when he did not happen to ap- 
prove her notions^ had put her upon that 
natural rtfcrvfc. 

'Her only apprehenfion was, left Mr.' 
F6rtefcue*s inclination for her (hould 
come to his knowledge, and th^ old gen- 
tleman forbid him his houfe. She there- 
fore intreatcd her lover ( not fufpeftingj 
Miat he was equally anxious to preferve the 
important fecrct) not to tell her father he 

£ z had 


^S Eacb Sex iw- 

had- wrote to hcr» as Ifac vas ^flared hm 
woMld never forgive Jier^ if .ixe knew ike 
recci/^dia ktt» -without Jus icavc, ' Ad*- 
dlng^ that (he was much obliged to iiim 
for his Jcindnefs towards her, and if ever 
ifhe h^d it in her power, would* make him 
amends, and fhould neither .be afraidifiw 
unwilling to follow fo g^od^-natufed 4 
gentleman's advice^ in any particuian > . 

This fpecimen of innate ingenuoufnefi;, 
would have enaged the fincere attachment 
^f a candid, and liberal difpofition, but 
Mr. Fortefcue's "heart was to6 deeply jen- 
cruftcd by avarice, ta pay any regard to 
the artlefs graces of this genuine Billet- 
doux; The fortune was the pri^e he 
aimed at, the, lady rather an incumbrance, 
jCT. rent charge upon it, yet be neverthclcfs 
'|xromifed himfclf fome fcKcity from her 
: docility, and pliant temper; and, in his 
; own private determination, conftituted her 
his. deputy houfekeeper« His family con- 
Med of only one womair fervant, who 
was decent and orderly, and occaGonally 

. afted 


fUKed ill .as naatiy different ^capacities as 
th^ AAgonious Scrub *, and' a charity boy^ 
«imn tided taiu^ages, wbo received, once in 
fthree years^ a^ new livery fuir, vrhich, ac« 
eording, ta his mafter*s frugal calculations 
was more than an adequate reward for his 
,zno(i diligenc fervtces^. No other living 
fittfkk\3mp.ncept vernninand infc&s (cafuai 
and tctnpomu inhabttants) did this'hofpi^ 
table roof afford proteftion to. Nor did 
Mr. Fortefcue propofe making the leaft 
Edition ta his fatxiily, or alteration in Ms 
.^manner^ of .living, 6n his- introduciDg a 
:Virifcv and doubted noty' bttt if that hapj^ 
:njtfs was conferred lipdn naifs Scaplecon* 
,ihe would be perfedly Satisfied; in which 
. conjf^flure be Mras not miftaken. 


Within one ihort rnoitth from thC' time 
9f hi&firft epiftolary .addrefs to tbisyoui^ 
ladyi did he prevail upon. her to qui&har 
father's houfe, and - change her natpoand 
virgin Qasx. Their nuptials were Itceraliy 
ptivajK^ no foul attendtn]g them to chomh, 
but the<good.divine» who tied the^i^if* 
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foliible knot (for which he received tW 
bare fees appointed) and the clerk, whd 
performed the office of father, in confide- 
ration of which noble fervice, to his fee was 
fuper-added, one (hilling. After the cere>- 
mony, the bride was conduced to the 
tlwellihg of her hufband^ who preiented 
her, in a kind manner, to Mrs. Rebecca, 
Jiis prime and' trufty favourite. Dinner 
was feryed up m a^lbort time, which proV- 
led to be the beft end of a roafted neck of 
mutton, garnifiied with the better half of 
d penny^wdrth of pickled cucumbers^ pu^ 
chafed, on that extraordinary occafion, at 
di neighbouring chandler's fiiop. This piett 
of a joint was fucce^d by a pud^g, to 
the no fmalt fatisfadion^of the bride, it be* 
jDg a thing her eyes were feldom blelTed 
^>*ith, in the houfe erf' her fkther, for the 
leaving of whom, ihe fek not the leaft 
compqn&lon, her young heart not being 
^informed of much filial fenfibility^ a defici- 
ency eafdy to be accounted for,^ when we 

confider the tenour of his cohdudt towards 
her* 

Mr, 
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NIr. Stapkton was ignorant of his daugh- 
ter's elopement until he fat down to din- 
ner, ha Ihe always breakfafted and fpent 
her mornings in the kitchen. His philofo- 

phy on the occaiion was furprifingly great* 
He betrayed, indeed, fome ecnotk3n oc^ 
the Bitk intelligence of her abfence -, but 
Coding, on enquiry, that his friend For- 
teicue had carried her oF, and oh exanfii- 
natioii, hm h<;Kirdsuodiifiiniibeds he return- 
ed to his dinner with unabated appetine, 
and laughed in bis fleove at his fecret in- 
tcQtlona. 

* 

He fent early the next morning, and de* 
fired to fpeak with the bridegroom. The 
. bwyer wished this firft rencounter over^ 
and, ex^eding to b? loaded with re- 
proacheS) furniibed himfclf with a fylleni 
of pleas bed calculated, as he thought, 
to appeafe the wrath of his too juflly in- 
cenfed father-in-law. Prepared as he was 
for a ftorm, judge, ladies, how great his 
aftonilhmeQt mud be on meeting with the 
ufual reception. The old gentleman, after 

E 4 de- 
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defiring him to be ftatedj wifhed 'him Joy 
in his new condition, and declared, fire 
rris very ^ad hi$ daughtef had done no 
KkH-ft, than ' marrying a man of hrs in- 
duftry and abilirics 5 but added, *I 
*^ fancy you will notf, my friend, - have 
•Jhuch feafon to applaud yourfelf on this 
/^<)ccafi(>ft> You h^e tricked me' obtcff 

• my^child, Ykj trotii 'birtfybu *rilt ftdPfilitf 
^'her fortune fo ekfily to come' at, as you 
f Aiay imagif^e 5 'that is ih my cuftodyj, 
*-at)d'fl)all evef femain 16 t<>tlie end of rny 

• life. 1 do ribt, hrttwevcf,' continued he, 

• either wilfi 'oi defirc yoii to ke^^ mV 

• daughter, t\ot tb ' furhiJh her with thofc 
« ^eceffai^y accbvftrcmchtsi I am Icnfibre 

• (he nowdands ih need of, therefore,* it 
*^s my iritentioh*to'{>ay ydii, qUirt^rly,^ 
« five pounds fdr her-b6afd; dft'd I will how '^ 

• advance twenty for her prcfent cToathing, 

• to the future you muft look to jrourfeTF j 

' • the formed payment fhall be pundtually . 

• continued, and let rpe tellyou, it is more , 

• ihan feittier ybu for your 'ttratagcms, or 
^ CaVdRne for her undutifulnefs, could 

* have 
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5^ liavc expcfted fccun me» - You may come 
^ and fee me as often as you plcafe, and/ 
* fo long as I meet with a proper reception, 
v,you (hail have my vifits. I ihall pay tCjf 
^ fhlHixig whenfoever, I take a dinner at 
^youf houft, but I not lay you under 
^ the fame obligation at mine/ Mr« f or« 
tefcue. remaining in filanc aftonifhmeht, the, 
#ld man thus wound up. his . tedious . ha^ 
^angue i ^ There remains nothing more for 
*- me (0 fay to you,, but to advife you to 

* trnke the bed of a bad bargain^ and I 
*-am willing to hope, you have fo much. 

* principle, a%.not to tr:eafc thti girl ill for f». 
*^ difapppinrmcnt Ih^ould neither forcfce, 

* nor prevent. She tjcftovwrd all in her powder. 

* upon you, and as /he wa$ fo daring as to 

* facrifice, for ought fhc knc.\y to the 

* contr'ary, her father's peac^ and. h?ppi'»^ . 

* nefs, you may depend. upon it,, (he would . 
*- with eq^al pleafure have put you in pof- 

* feflion.of his trcafgre too, had it not been . 

* too ftrongly guarded. What fey ycu^ , 
^* counfellor/ added he,, in a humourous 

E 5 *' accent, . 


&i '^acIh Ssx III 

accent, ^ are not you of the fanae Qpi« 
• nton ? 

« 

^ The difconcerted pleader was unable to 
aflame that placidity of countenance, or 
eompofed behaviour, which might intitle 
hhn to the honor and reputation of bear* 
ing this fevere and unexpected ftroke 
with a. graceful magnanimity. He loudlf 
oomplained'of injuftice, and mifconftruc^ 
tion of his condu6t, and difclalmed, with 
great vehemence, the difreputable impu- 
tation, of tricking and ftarping. He 
Acknowledged, he h^, indeed, afted the 
loyer^s, but not the Ravifli part, nor did 
hi$, proceedings, he infifted upon it, de- 
fer ve the rough epithets Mr. Stapleton 
was pleafcd to beftow upon them. The 
old man interrupted him, with faying, 
that he could only judge from appear- 
ances, and thofe were entirely againfl: 
him ^ thafi for his part, he had too plain 
a capacity to comprehend the quaint de- 
finitions he might be able to make, 
'- "" ' there- 
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therefore, begged he would trouble hitn 
no farther, as, he could a^ure hitn,«the 
re(blutions he had taken, >^ere as unal« 
, tenable as the precipitate contraft he 
had made Co latel/ at the altar with .hi^ 
daughter; 
* . 

Mr. Fortefcue, finding it was to no puN 
^ poic to contend with an adver&ry fo pow- 
erful and obftinate, took a kind of abrupt 
leave, and returned homt with a rueful 
afpe^. Mrs. Fgrtefcue condoled with her 
hufband on this weighty calamity, but thcf 
remembrance of it dwelt not long with her. 
She was naturally chearful, and as hec huf- 
l^and, though far from the tendered, ex* 
crted no fcvcrity towards her, (he thoifgHe 
ihe had nude a blcficd change of Hcua- 
tion. 

* This, lady Brightley,' faid Mr. Finch» 

* is the infallible advantage and peculiar fe* 
^ licity of a mind ignorant of tbofe delicate 

* fenfibilities and fenfations with which 
f your's ia informed, nor is the humane 

E 6 ' t difpo- 
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•Idifpofition ybu ' poflfcfs, by iny means 
^ drfirable one, as it only expofes thehearr' 
^ CO a multitude of tender didrefles, botfo 
^. on its own particular account, as well as 
f refuleing from. g^nerov^ and joocnpaffion- 
* ate fympathy.* This lapoftrophe.lo lady^ 
Brightley, wa^ highly mortifying to Mrs. 
Aiiin, .who ev«r piqued hcrfcif upon': the- 
hu«ianei.fufc3epf1bait}r of her. owfl jbeftrf,* 
though jxnp^vious to the tnoA atcute ob-^ 
fprvcr. ,.* Si^pofct* continued Mr. Fiiich*: 
^ I now- give ^pur obliging attention fon?ye 
*, refpite, ; until- 




^^What you fliean for civitiQr/t faidJai^; 
Brightley, interrupting him, * would realfy- 
*bc to me > a punilhment ; I therefore brg' 

* you will favour me with the fequel, aftt^T' 

* tea, without the interruption of fupper,.^ 

* or other ummpoltant bufinefs. We ^^lU 
^ wlien the tea equipage is diJ^atchcd, haVe: 
^ four hours till ton^ o'clock, and^for once»! 

* I am determined to postpone the gratifi-.": 

* cationi.of my appetite, to the more pleaf«:. 

* ing. grtti&catioa of my curbfity, and > if 
* ;: . your 
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•- your fpirits ard equal to the relation, T 
^ promile you my attention will be unwea* 

VSoldiers^ Madam/* replied 'Mr. Fincb^ 

* are too much hackneyed in military ndr<^ 

* rations, to feel fatigue, from fuch taflcs 
^ as theft; though Indeed, it muft be^atp^ 
Mcnowl^gcd', that aa moft c^ our proiy^'^ 
^ fion are Egdtifts, and, confequemly^ tbeiy 
^ only aim difpkiying their owii courage, 

* and* importance, tHeir fpirits have 'a 

* never failing fupport, and derive fpcQt 

* vigour from the recital of each different 
^ attack ; but I will now dcmonftra^e^ that 
M am ' capable of* goibg; through wi^ sr 
^ tale in which I am neither priocip^ nop' 
Vfecond*' » - - • - . , r 
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. Juft 'at this Inftant^ Mr. Slaughter and' 
the young gentlemen, naade their appear-^ 
ance, anil the baronet, with a heart 
fi:lt prides andglpw of friendfhip, Intro*' 
duced Mr.:. Stevens, as a mo(b <leferyin|f / 
yoiw)g gcntlcjnao, Mr^ . Finch » rcctiv.cd * 
t • • . ^ him 
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him with great politenefi, and faid, he 
WAS formerly acquainted with a captain 
Stevens,' e remarkable brave officer^ and 
worthy friend. The heart of Mn Stevens 
bounded at this anexpe£bed tcftimonyof 
his fathers merit, Md he returned with, a 
modeft hefitation^ ^ I fir, am the foQ of 
< that very man you are pkafe d to giake 
^fuch favourable ixientk>n of.' The old 
officer arofe, and, with an honeft* graoe^ 
prefented his hand to the young gentle* 
man 5 ♦ I loved your father,* faid he, ' moft 
^ unfeignedly ; we made feveral campaigns 
5 together in our juvenile days, (though I 
^ believe it is now fixteen years fince I have 

* feen him) I Ihall at all times be ghd to 

* receive or ferve, if in my power^ fo near 

* a relation of my much efteemed Frank. 
^ But (perceiving the young gentleman was 
^fibded) ^ pray', continued he, ^ what acci* 
^ dent brought you amongft us, or rather 
^ by what authority do you invade our re« 
^ tirement) which muft not grow too po» 
f puk>us ?! 
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. ^ I aflure you/ faid lady Brigibtley, ^ thf 
f commencement of my foo's acquaintance 
^ With that young gentleman is full as ro* 
^ mantic as what you have been relating ; 
^ arv^t when yoir have given me the untold 
^ part of that tale» I myfelf will recite the 
^ adventure of thofe youths, and infift upoo 
^ your fufpending your curiofity until that 
^ til:qQ.^ • Be it/ returned Mr. Finch, * af 
^ tQ 3K>ur li^dylbip fcems,good« Could my 
^ poor fon/but viiit us for a ihort feafon/ 
frontinued he, < I (hould with pleafure ber 
^ hold the Iriendfhip of the fathers revived 
^ in their children •, but this is a happi* 
^nefs I fearl.muft not expedfc for many. 
* years/ A fi^riQufnefs overipread thf 
chearful afped of this honeft man, on the 
rccoUe^on of the impolTibility of behold- 
ing hisc beloved child \ . but it was foon dif* 
perfed, for he was both too well bred, and 
too good-rnatured, to. give his friends or 
company pain on his account. Sir William 
privately, exulted in Mr. Finch's aj^prbba- ' 
tion of his companion, as he knew it 

would not fail to mortify his aunr, who» 

fron% 
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From oWlinacy and caprice alaiie, coifit- 
nurd to be-his enemy. Mf. Stev^iis tool^. 
a turn into the garden,, ui orckrta-rccpv^f 
the little difcompofure (attended both witfi 
pain and plcifore) which; the agreeably 
mention of his ever honoured^ father htd. 
given him. During his ablenpe, MfV 
Slaughter iofornnrd' Mr; Finch pjl huTj 
fiend's death, and the retireoieat ef his . 
wife and' daaghter. Me. Finch enqviretf 
if the latter was like her brother. The cu-i 
rate replied, • extremely, in her features-;- 
** but with this advantage, her complexion. 
»■ is prodigioufly fine.* ' Pray, fir,* faid the 
baronet, addreffing his tutor, ' b (he older 
♦ or younger than Stevens ?' 

Mr.SIaughterreplted.fhewasfrotlixteeBj . 
but very tall andwell proportioned j 'She 
•^ is,' continued he, * uncommonly' genteel,' 
•■andappear) topoficfs great modefty and 
*■ fweetncfs of difpofirion/ This flight de- 
ftripiion of n^ifs Stevens excited a wi(h in 
the iieag of fir William, that he could havo 

* pleafure of fteJBg-her. Her age,, her' 
complexion. 
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t9 thek good company* Mrs^ Fimrh^ 
fsr^d her&lf ta the gefiil^nwa for the pur- 
p<i^ l^y Brigbttey naeQtipMd» i«d capd^ 

• 

' * I hope, madtmiT ^iW Mr. Fm^h, bow^ 

ittg tq Mrs. Anne* • J h«vre your permifieM 
Mq indulge Itdy Brighcltry's unboutidcd 
* curiofity.' • Cornet coine,' (bid her lady* 
&ip, * this is abfoluiely trifling wtih ai« ; 
^ tny fifter sad yo^ ^rc m^ver of an opinion. 
^ I know flwr la too wfU n&ft^to bb«> noc 
^. to w& I flMwld he obliged i and let thftt 
« be foOkicAt** Mr. FioohiiBikd^ toi ro- 
filmed his narrative. 

Mr. Forrefjuf co^d not digeft biA qoa- 
di90n,for a long time, as the incumbrance 
<^ nn unpprtioned wife was grievous to his 
fouli b^^ as there was no rerpedy» be 
wifely determined to limit her e^ipcnces, 
bot;h of board and drefs, to her father's 
noble fiipend: and, at the expiration of 
the firft quarter, on examining his ac- 

Ancs, he. ckaced up not a littles having 

been 


Istfeo il gainer by Mrs, Forttftue t<> the 
amaaat of fifteen (hillings and three pence 
halfpenny. ' Hii lady was pkafed wkh hig 
apparent good t^umc^r, without* wiihing tO 
pry into the motive ; it was fufficiently £h 
tisfa^topy te> her, ihat file eqoyed eafe^ and 
inorijfying, that llie wa^ lUHidledf with the 
no^mxy^ wkhoiit the* pMiis of reAe^ing 
^om what cav^ either the one or the other 
was derived^ 

At length aa tveot happened wkkh m^ 
vived all the counfellor's chagrin at, and 
deep'repentance of, his matrimonial fcheme, 
^which was no other than tlie pregnandy of 
hi4 Caroline. How wounding the impea^A- 
ing expcnce, how infupportabl^ the 
thoughts of an infatiabk nwf^ and extr^i* 
vagant little brat, and the inevitable con« 
fumptioa (^ his Cowflip wine, and contra- 
band brandy ! Mrs, Fortefcue was wnac- 
cuftomed to the Icaft bodily difordcr, and 
but ill brooked the uneafinefs of her new 
condition. Her complaints made her hwf- 
band's home diftaftefui to him, but he .had 

no 
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•no refource to fly to ; coffe^-boufes^ 
Vcrns, nay, Van humble ale-hpufe^ cOttU 
itot be irequented without, (IraiAij^gr. '^^^ 
purie-fifiiijgs, and, confequently, wringr 
tog his heart ; he therefore pafTed his bouES 
in his ftudy, at that feafpn of .plenty and 
chearfulnefs, (he Chriftmas holidays,, ui^ 
warmed by either fire or cordiaU unaccofn*- 
panied by wife or friend, andunenlighten* 
ed, fave by an humble ru(h, converted into 
a tallow taper, by the ingenuity of hisr 
ikithful and valuably penurious hoyfet 
^keeper. • . ! 

' • • * • 

\ The bald deity, ycle^ Tiine,-Und«f 
iiKh circumilances,. could not' be fuppofed 
ta fly, but rather, to move in hobbling 
pace *, a/motion,^ feetnin^y, more adapted 
.to his decrepid^gurc^^^han that of flee^ 
Qtfs. Neverthelefe, Qy impatient was Mir; 
. Fortefcue at his delay, that he would not 
have hefitated, had his vencrable^ lock been 
within his reach, to have extended his pro- 
tine band (fo oft employed in grafpingtivs 
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wfetaiiling fee) to fcize . it, and thereby 

lia^^ hAi (low advances. Howcvcfi the 

Idrrtg-Wimed for moment at laft ^rrivecjt, of 

MVs'lFortcfcuVs delivery, and the ext^nf^ 

Hon of her hufband*s liberty^ 
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KJ^S^HE infant -ciymtclUgciit, firft 
T ^ faluted the vigilant ears of the 
^ houfe-kecper already mention- 




ed, who, abruptly broke in 
upon her mafter's retirement, to impart 
the glad tidings of nature's kind benevo- 
lence, in conferring the honourable title 
of father upon him. By an involuntary im- 
pulfe, they fmiled upon each other, though 
mutually uncanfciotis of every pleafing 
fenfation. The new made father felt the 
afflicting pangs of avarice, the houfe- 
keeper of additional work and fatigue. 

* Rebecca,* faid the counfellor, * I con- 
•jufe yoa to obferve, with the accuteft 
* circumfpcftion, every- operation of that 

! limb 


< iimb o^ extravagance, madam nuffei 

* fave her, Icharge you^ fw>fn thie fin of 

* Nv^adefiilnefs* Oh,^ added he, impatiently 
ln;ibbing his forehead, ^ it will be a hap« 
*' py day that clears the houfc of thefe hop* 

* rid incumbrances*' Rel^cca intirely ac* 
quicfced in her m&fter's fentiments, and 
faithfully promifcd to watch all her moti* 
ons with Argus eyes, Thi^ great point 
adjufted, parental curioTKy began to pi^-^ 
vail, and Mr. Fortefcue demanded, with 
A real defire of infornwttion, whether tht 
babe, fo nearly related co him, was male 
or female. 

This important queftion his diligent do«* 
meftic could not refolve, but .pr©pofed, 
with her matter's approbation, making 
fome enquiries after her miftreflcs health, 
at which time, the above-mentioned inter- 
rogative might be properly introduced. 
This natural, though unintended, rebuke, 
Mr. Fortefcue fenfibly felt, and inftantly 
became anxious for the fafety of bis wife, 
I)ut whether heaven or earth was allotted 

for 
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for the future exiftence of his child, prO'' 
v4ded the burial favcd the chriftening, of 
eh^ chriflening; the burial fec;^, was equally^ 
indifferent to him. Rebecca, from the 
(double motive oi obliging her mafter, and 
gratifying her own inquifkive'difpofltion, 
hadened to the room (k, female ftate and 
confequence, and having obtained admif- 
ficn, acquitted faerfelf of her embafly'with 
no ill grace. She afterwards informed her^ 
lelf of the fpecies this little ftranger be* 
longed to« and exprefled a defire to lee it, 
in which fhe was inddged by the affable^ 
and condefcending, Mrs. Midnight, whofe 
obliging humour was the refult of. the 
heart-felt fatisfadion ihe enjoyed, frbtn 
haying had fo honorable an opportunity of 
exerting and difplaying her abilities, as 
aflTifting a counfeUor's lady, in an emer- 
gence of fuch extraordinary confequence* ^ 

The ] babe of grace was produced to 
Rebecca's view, and was, in reality, a very 
lovely one } and notwithftanding this houfe* 
keeper's vir^n date had exempted her 

from 


&fiff^ ^Ung much; teodcr^ fenfifadlhy for 

iM^^-ia{V^l»AM^r.9l^ftd witk it^ and 
piH'ceiv^ ^rfti^Ulif^ tQrccDbUnc0;betweea 
it. iftod/hisr iDiftre($i ^ ^boTe happiy: oeco4 
yery> bpth on h^r owi), Md bcK prociousr 
iix^nt's ac<;oii9e« ftiie put up manjr fccoav 
ii%)y piqu&eJMulattoni. But thetrovbwasv 
t}nt Mc«. R,«bccca- (hjcr mafter's incereftf 
out^of the qu«ilu)a) WM' W exceUeot tima 
(o-yer^ or an s^dcpt in tlie deep arc of h]rw: 
pocrifjr, and being g^ed- wldb the tident: 
of woepingy and jadgip«nt .xq employ that 
occafi<yial ai»d coavenitnt. foooiaio of tears 
to the vtry beft advantage^ info^iuch^ thac 
(be mi^tt juftlf 9 be fi|i4 not CQipend onei 
in yain, (be never £uk4 t9 lnfiw)ai;^ hcx^ 
{(sii into the favour of. the (iek, the ignor 
raqt^ and the uaforcmuue. SruIqi wero 
not eqimUy a^ her conxmaod^ natuoe hav^ 
ing beftpwcd a fet of features upon her» 
wbi<;h wqre n^vfrf cpipabk of makit^ aoiyi 
nearer advance towards the appearance of 
good hunK)ur, than an abfolute grin, and 
even that was rardy.aflumed* 
Vol. I. F Mrs.. 
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. .^TS.* Fortcfcue . enquired after her titiP 
band*8 health, and Rebecca replied » that 
he was very well, dircelhe had informed 
him of her mjflxcfe's. fafe delivery, for 
before he received irhat news, poor gen- 
tleman, he 'todk-^on-fadly. She then 
wichdrew> and made'ib £»vourable a re- 
port to her maftety bf bis little daughter, 
that, had not his heart 'been fa fleeled by 
avarice, as -to abibrb every other fenfa- 
tion, when his intereft* was likely tb be ef- 
fcfted, parental ycatntngs n>uft have ope- 
rated fo far «s to exctte an inclination in 
him to contemplate this genuine refem- 
blance of himfelf; as by Rebecca's repre- 
fentation he hiight exped to find it, But 
he had been to6 long accuftomed to confi- 
der . every denomination of the feminine 
gender, as unprofitable branches, and fa- 
mily incumberances, to hold even his little 
claimant, upon his affectionate confide- 
ration, in any other than very light efti* 
^nation* 


His 
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His coal-heap (Irikingly decreafed, his 
candles were incredibly, confumed, and 
every other fpecies of provifion, underwent 
a proportionable diflblution. He could 
not, in common decency, avoid taking 
f6rfie fittlc notice of his wife, but, in fpite 
of all his efforts to the contrary, his coun- 
tenance contracted a lowering caft, as fhe 
formidable day approached, appointed for 
a chriftening feaft, replete with hungry 
gofCps. 

His.ftars, however, proved, at this junc- 
ture, ' moft uncommonly propitious j for 
Rebecca's country friends, having omitted 
the Chriftmas prefent, fent moft oppor- 
tunely, a turkey and chine, to which was' 
added, upon Mrs. Fortefcue^s account, 'a 
•lubftantial pudding, interfperfed with a 
whole quarter of a pound of malaga rai- 
fins(- • • 

'The grandfather, though he excluded 
his daughter from an immediate participa- 
tion of his treafure, had not excluded her 

F 2 fror 
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from his heart; and a$ his grajti^^hUd's 
mainteoaobe di4 not lye at his.dopr, hit: 
was highly pteafed t^ich her» and* haying, 
offered himfetf as fpooibr, contributed not. 
a littk to the improrcmcnt of. his fon-in-^ 
law's good humour, by ppoducing^ on 
his arrival^ the mommg jq( this much, 
dreaded fcaft, alternately, fcom his coat 
pockets, a couple of tiAtcles.of Bardadoes 
rum. His waiftcoat pockets contained 
fome datnaged lemons and oranges, cuHed. 
for the purpofe, the preceding day, at 
Bijlingfgate, and ao ample quantity ci 
fugar, purchafed on eafy tero^s, from the. 
compting houfe, of a petty fugar-baker, 
his relation, to complete and repleniih a. 
couple of fpacious bowls, 

Mr. Fortcfcue was by no means avcrfe 
to partaking of even an elegant entertain- 
ment, if unattended with expence to him- 
felf, nor was he infenfible to the gratifica- 
tions of tafte and appetite ^ and as his^ ta- 
ble was plentifully covered,, by unexpected 
donations* he gave a loofe to hU mirjthjfid. 

caft 
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caft trf difpoficion,. and became the life of 
the cottipany,, as well as the darling and 
admiration of Mrs* Midtiight and Mrs. 
'N^arie, wfhb jointly^ -ahd feparately, de* 
clared, they:hfad never met y9ith fo comi^ 
cal a gendeman before, in their whole 
4ivds. This feftivc ceremony was fucceed* 
ed by a pleating, and long'Wi(hed for 
<€veBC, ▼iz.the'difchahge, and abfotutc de- 
caiDpment^ of^thli above'roentionfcd ladies, 
l9iho evacated tk^ pr^miflfes» on the mor- 
ffDW 0f this ^neat day. I'he legal and cuf- 
cioRiary term of their attendance being 
corhplcce, . and endedb 

• *' 

Mrs. Fortefcue mw appealed m a dew 
charafter, in which (he (hone moil fuprif- 
ingly, nature being the only reqaifite qua- 
lification, and ihe was nacure's ftlf. The 
kittle Caroline reapied the utmofl: advantagr 
from being ilaugbter .to an uninformed 
,wnbred wonian, 'as Mrs. Fortjefcue was 
.wh€)Uy unacquainted with thofe polite de<- 
Ijicacies and unnatural leBnemeots, by 
which al^ne, (he could have been tnftrudl* 
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ed to neglect her helplefs innocent off- 
fpring, an impediment in the conftitution!, 
being the only plea fhe could admit, or 
indeed, conceive to be juftifiable^ for m>t 
performing the mother's part. 

Rebecca began to be really attached to 
her miftrefs, as, contrary to her expefta- 
tioni, (he found her work conliderably dfc- 
mini(h, where fhe had apprehended a coa- 
fequential increafe. Mrs« Fortefcue did not 
degenerate into fluttilhncjlsy with refpedt to 
either her perfon or houfe, notwithiland* 

ing her new charge induced her to relax^ 
in fome degree, that feverity of neatnefs 
(he had before obferved. 

As the labour of Rebecca abated, the 
demand upon the provident counfeUor, ia 
the feveral articles of houfe-keeping, be- 
came lefs frequent ; and he with pleafurc 
remarked, that, in a whole fix months, 
after the birth of his daughter, his wife 
had not even expreffcd a wifh for the ^c- 
quifition of one lingle yard of ribband ot 

other 
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ether defirable trifle. And, to his.unfpeakT 
able fatisfa6lIon» both mother and child, 
«xclulive of the houfe rent, did not exceed 
the whimfical and narrow allowance of Mr. 
Staple ton. 

Thefe favourable circupgiftances obtain- 
ed for the little, Caroline, each fucceeding 
day^ fome new inllan^e of her father'^ 
growing aflfe&ion, and her grandfather'^ 
dotage. She inherited every: good quality 
ofMr..Eortefcue,.ia conjun^ftion with the 
artlefs innocence, . and candid difpofition of 
her mother. Her perfon was . peculiarly 
pleafing, her prattle fweetly engaging ^ but 
Ihe was allowed no otiier inflru&or than 
ber uninftrufted mother, to form her ten- 
der mind, who was barely capable of learn- 
ing her to read with tolerable proprietyp, 
the plainest chapters in facred writ. . . 

s 

Notwithftanding thefe great difadvanta- 
ges, by the prevalence of an uncommon 
capacity and prompt gcAius, ihe very fooa 
became wifcr than her teacher, and was 
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extreamly defirous to be taught wnting 
and arithmetic, but was probibited the fludy 
of eitber of thcrf'e fciQiices,,.by her ftrangc 
father, and equally ftrange grandfather; 
the former objc£kcd to writings as only 
enabling girls to be undutiful add inrngue- 
ing, apd the latter coofidered figures, as 
an unneceflary bf^nch of female educa- 
tion. 

The CDtinfeltor, ais his daughter advanc- 
ed in years^ r^kdhwleftorcsTipfCfti theclie* 
ory of cecotncmy and good management. 
Rebecca enforced the praftical part, bat 
mifs ^Caroline, though fixe was far from af* 
fefting to dcfpifc good huftsrifry, ofr look- 
ing upon It as beneath the conQdcration of 
one of her expcftations, yet (he perceived 
fomething more was effential to conftitutc 
a charader fuperior to that of the domeftic. 
Her ideas were dark and perplexed, nor 
could (be find one dire<5ting clue whereby 
to difengage herfelf from that labyrinth of 
native ignorance in which flie was bewild- 
ered. 

Rebecca 
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Rebetca would (bmecimes touch upon 
ttie pi^fid^ of man (for k feems this maid*- 
Mi had Dot palled all her days without the 
li&tQeriflig pffoi^ft and nAelufivt hope» €f 
€^{ffitg the reproachful U;ate of antiquac^ 
^ vlrgiftVty) (NA*. Finch witfWfiy forgot 
that Mrs. Ann Brightley was perhaps un^ 
der fimilar circ^amftances) and relate, to hel- 
^ung midrefsy the uiibappy amour (be 
had formerly been engaged iiiv Her d(s 
fcription of love was almoft ehthufiaftiOi 
and never failed to puzzle and furprife the 
lifteiiing innocent, in whofe apprehenlion 
that pailion was a calm, natural fenfation, 
mnd had its fource either in gratitude or 
approbation: The afTedlion with which 
her gentle bofom was informed, fhe would 
frequently define in its every fenfe, and de- 
duce it from its genuine fpring and fe- 
rret incitement. She could fufficicntly dif- 
tinguifh between the cxtenfive love flie 
bore her mother, and thelimitted cx>nrKle- 
ration her heart entertained for her father 
and grandfather j but the mod lively fenfi- 
bilicy, (he had ever experienced, of grati- 
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tude, tendernefs, or compaflionate fympa- 
thy, was by no means confonant CO the ejt- 
travagant reprefentations of Mrs. Rebecca; 
and that a llrahger ihduld be; capable of 
exciting fach agit^tiohs in a fenfible mind, 
was, to her, a very dark ' and unaccount- 
able circumftancc. Thfefe were the refleC* 
tions of mifs in her Teens, of a different 
call, it muft be confeficd, to the young 
coquetifli heroine, pf the farce fO intl- 
tled. 

Mifs Caroline was, at this period, abo\]€ 
fifteen years of age, and though born and 
bred in the polite city of London, yet were 
her cheeks unaccuftomed to hidden klujhes, 
her Ifearl uninftruded iofluttef^ at the ap- 
pearance of a laced fop. Her father and 
grandfather were the only males (he ever 
exchanged a word with, or beftowcd a 
thought upon. This misfortune (faid Mr. 
Finch,, as my friend ufed to call it, who 
humouroufly affumed a peculiar gravity of 
countenance at this junfture), was owing to 
the fimplicity and narrow education of her 

mother, 
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mother, who, had (he happily been endued 
with an ( intriguing fpirit, her daughter's 
imderftanding and knowledge of life would 
not have been fo contra^ed and conBned. 

* 

' Mr. Fortefcuf, about eight months ago, 
was recommencied to a client of fo gene- 
rous a difpofuion, that he daily blefled the 
occafion that had introduced hicu tofuch a 
profitable acquaintance. He had (from the 
confequence his fuccefs in his profeffion 
gave him) free accefs to a plentiful table, 
genteel company, and flowing bowls, which 
attached him fo ftrongly, that, notwith- 
ftanding the meafles .were in the family, 
and he well knew he never had them, his 
rcfolution w^s not equal to fubdue his^ in- 
clination for. vifiting there during that pe- 
riod } by which imprudence he not only 
caught the infeAion himfelf, but commu- 
nicated it to. his wife and daughter, by 
which means poor Rebecca had her hands. 
fpU, Mr. Fortefcue infixing upon it, that 
her care and surfing were fufficient for 
them all, in fuch a flight indifpofltion. 
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Nor did he fpare her attendance^ for his 
illnefs exdeeditig hib expectations^ -bis iitif 
patience and dtfliitisfaftiQa were propop* 
tionably great ; and being ^one int^ht ieized 
with a violent bleeding at the nofe (com- 
mon in this -diftexnpar) lie was fo CAiel «nd 
unreafonable, as t6 oomp^ iits w^ to 
quit her bcd^ in the height of her fever, to 
ailift Rebecca'ls eadea?vodrs to flop the 
alarming efFufioli, ii9^inihg» that the pe- 
rilous metnent of his departure was at 
hand. Mrs. FortefcDe fubniitted to this 
brutality with an amiable refignation, tho* 
her life became a facrifice to this ^6t of i>ar- 
barous puQllanimity ; her diforder ftriking 
to her heart, in four and twenty hotirs ifae 
breathed hef laft, to the ievere afflifisoA of 
her truly afieftionate^ daughter. Mr. For- 
tefcue was Hiocked at her fudden depsr* 
ture, being apprehenfive that he flxuild be 
firuck off the old gentleman's lift, efpeoi- 
sdly if the too apparent caule of her death 
Ihould reach his ears. Rebecca, he knew, 
was faithful to his intereft, but mifs Ca- 
roline's fteadinefs he had not fo much con- 
fidence 
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fidenoe in % he was fenfiblt chat (he loved 
her mother with unfeigned tendernefs, ftnd 
he could not but ' lU^nowledge her affec^ 
tkm io be an 9<% of jufiice^ in retimi for 
lierJndulgeAr^ atid^ to the beft of her ca- 
^Qity and abUkies, truly maternal care of 
her; coAfaqMittiy^ was fearful left ihc 
ikould let fall fome cafoal exf>reffion, in 
the overflowings of her .grief, tjbat might 
difg<ift Mr. Stapletoo, and unliinge bis 
^rling fcheme 'of becoming guardian to* 
his daughter, whenlbever the old man 
flioukl make his exit^ the Only key he 
could pron^lfe himfelf co the long wiflied^ 
for pofleflion of his wealth. 
• 

Riebecca was made fenfible of this threat*' 
emftg contingence^ and commiffioned to 
fift her young milkeCs's fentiments, and 
inftnuaie, as occafion (hoald require, fuoh 
whoieibme admonitions, as fiiould reftraiA 
her from throwing out the moft diftant re^ 
flexion upon her father's condud, 

» 
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She wa^ Ifkcwife • deputed to bear the 
melancholy tidings to Mr. Stapleton, of 
his daiighter*s deccafe. This-ufeful do* 
Ineftic, as I haVe alteady hi«ted, was natu^' 
rally hard favoOred; had ferrit's eyes, a 
GontraA^ brow, high cheek boncs^ add 
an uncommon exteitfion of mouth. - Yoqp 
tmaginattOQ, ladies, will, Tdoubc not, fug- 
geft to you, without farther defcripticMi^ 
the terrific appearance of fuch an (at teft) 
horrid a(peA^ aggravated, as every un^ 
toward feature was^ by an aflbmed fuUen- 
nefs, orgloom^ intended 'to denote afor- 
row the heart was incapable of. 

Nature had, in fome degree, under- 
mined Mr. Stapleton's avaritious propen* 
ficy. The child, and gtandchild, had been 
too much fdr him to refift, and his heart 
became . gradually fofiened and expanded^ 
though not fo largely as to be vifible in 
9&S of generofity. He iaw> his children ex* 
empt from the want pf the common necef? 
faries of life, and he was far from being a 
friend to fuperfluity; He intended to be« 

itow. 
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ilow^ w the lad (hilling, what he poflefled, 
upon them, wheQ he was no longer able to 
retain it; but, fooner, his avarice whiC* 
^Qred» would leflen his con&quence with 
thetn; 9nd, pepbaps^ relax the kindnefs of 
Mr. Fortefcu^ for his wife i for, as his ears 
had n.ever been iovadfcd wifh clamorous 
jcomplaints, he had no conception but his 
:daughter was perfeftljr at eafe, 

, H^ h^ juft quitted, his chamber, when 
the grand meCTenger, alre^idy mentioned, 
.appefared btfore him. He invpluntarily 
ihuddered, and, with a faullering voices 
demanded, if his children were fafe ? This 
interrogatory was extremely ill-timed, as it 
threw Rebecca out of that train of eloquent 
.tntelUgepce; Ihe had formed, and put her 
ideas and felf-approved reflexions to flight. 
Jn a Word, (he was reduced to a nonplus : 
nor was Uie. able to recover herfelf, until 
rou^.by a vociferous repetition of the 
ab6^ queftion. She then, with tremulous } 
voice, returned, * Mifs Caroline, fir, is as 
* well as can be expefted, and, likewife* 

• my 
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* my poor mafter^ for aki^^ tii^/ tak^i^ 
Dp the corner of lifer aproii td <cffkitA 
her tearldS *cj^«*8, ^ «^ • d€» miftrtA i« 
at reft !* The old maft #a* liot €f^t«l co* thik 
Ihock, which Mrs. Rfil)fe«tft pdHseiViHg^ 
hxittiediaftely caiiight liold diF Mm, mi,'i»<^ 
lilting her forrowful ttcc^m inid la cfdiej^ 
fcdlow, prcfently alarmed the orfy remnki^ 
ing inhabitant ^f ttiis m&tiffion, a female 
fervant; with whofe affiftance, and alibe- 
t'^l rtibblng oi Ms t^mpl^s with iiahihorn» 
tl^ey at Idngth brought him to a ienfe of 
Ihs cruel lofs. He wrung his withered 
hand^ in the extremity of grief, and loud- 
ly, and moft patheticaU/) lamented his 
<3ear -child. 

On recovering his recoHc&ion, he con- 
jured Mrs. Rebecca to haften home, and 
i-edouWe her diligent c^re and tendemejs 
of his only remaining comfort ; and draw- 
ing a guinea, for the firft time in a whole 
feven years, unreluftantly from his pocket, 
dcfired (he would procure whatever necef- 
ferics his poor girl ftood in need of, and 

he 


I 

kfe would himfelf call and fee her, as fooA 
a» Ills gritf ihould fo far fubfide as not to 
mcreafe 4ier*8. Rebecca fpeediiy returned 
to ber mafter, and made a faithful report 
of the old genrkman^is forvow, producing 
^be ^fanog token of undiilembled kindneft 
he had committed to her charge. Mr. iFor^ 
tefcue :eyed it attentively, and, ^itTtttng iix^ 

pc^nce^co her-hand (at the fame time re^* 
ceiving and pocketing the yellow ore) bid 
her obfei^ Mr. ISttpletohts dk<e(ftio1i^ and 
Aiqtiire, if Carofine was in want of any 
neceflary, within the pmrdhdfe Of 'the ^fum 
with which he had ttttrt}fted hen' 

4 

The funeral expence wow occurrfcd to 
his tncmory, and threw him into the ut-' 
mod perplexity. Undertakers, and thieves, 
he was wont to rank in the fame clafs : that 
the houfe muft be infcftedwith fuch ani- 
mals of prey was a keen mortification to 
brm, and he unfeignedly wiflied his wife 
had been fparcd, from motives purely oeco- 
nomicalj but as death was as incorruptible 
as tremendous, and both fees and intreacies 

unavail« 
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unavailing, he tumedbis thot:ights upo^9 
the ncvfly foftencd heart of his- father-ia- 
lawy and flattered himfelf, that the redun- 
dance of his- forrow^ and parental regard, 
would induce him to take upoa himfelf the 
difeharge of this lad folenui office his child 
would Hand in need of. Supported b^ 
thfs hope, he bo^e his lo& with Chriftiaa 
fortitude, and moft ^xemjdary jeGgnation*. 

Poor mifs Caroline*^ heart uadefwent 
very diSerenc agitations. Her« afiedion 
for^ her mother inclined her to confider hei^ 
father's behaviour with horror and deteftao 
tion ; but when (he remembered he had 
an qqual claini to her duty and filial conG- 
deration,. fhe was^ Ihocked. at the fevere 
judgjnent which, by aa involuntary im^ 
pulfe, ihehadpaf&d.upon^is adions.. Yet, 
to be obliged to. fit down in an amicable 
manner, with the murderer of her beloved 
mother (for in that light (he looked upon 
him) and endure the painful refiefbion that 
tJfar very murderer was her other parent,, 

the. cruel, and inevitable talk fhe. thought 

infug^ 


infupportable. In this condition (he was 
found by the trufty Rebecca, who informed 
bcr, that (he might expcft an early vifit 
from her grandfather. * To be fure, mifs/ 
continued che /ycophant, ' the poor gentle* 

* man takes on gneyoufly, and I hope yon 

* will be fo tender and kind, as to give him 
^ all poOible comfort. If tears could re^ 
.« call the dead/ added (he» (with a dtftor- 
tion of features not to be defcribed, at the 
fame time wiping her hypocritical tyts) 

* there would be fome caufe to Ihcd them % 
.* but as that cannot be^ and we muft aU» 
.* foon<r or later, as the bible fays, return 
;« to duft, infiead <^ wafting our time in 
^ fruitlefa lamentations, it would be well 
> if we would generally ftrive to kllen each 

* other's forrow. This I know, that, if 

* you, mifs, do not ufc every good-natured 
^ and chearful means to keep, up your 

* grandfather's fpirics, it will not be long 
^ before you have him to mourn for alfo.' 

The conclufion of this curious, harangti^ 
roufcd mifs Caroline from the deep reverie 

ihc 


Ike w*i feHeo mta • Rfebeccft/:feY?I fttv 
'with the frioft ctnpha^c accem, * fwiH'^ft'- 

* deavtnir to follow your good advio^, -*nd 

* fiipply ta ihy dear inroiMi fedaer, the fc- 
^ Vere lo& ke baS fuftaiwd; ^ftuc mfiMp^ 
^ pinefs,' comtinued diiis M^tkSbie ' yeiihg 
kdy, firfteniiig Sm^ tcars^ * will be lod^fed 

* in the gr^e ^itb my kindly indulg^rit 
> mother, frkitad, and'6^iiC(abi coftipalfyidm 
^ How tedious ^nd dlfll«ftelM ttiuft my fii^ 
< tote life be^ dtpri^^ed^ ^ ktr'Oik\if€tti^ 
f nonsloBdJCcaiipmy I 'J^tAd^lvf'^&t^h 
f will be to nte an^felefs^radM^rftiMc^ -Cfn- 
.^fefsdtis lempldyed itrl^mtsitii^therVn^ 
'fortunate smd fuddta depttrtiuse^ • • ' 7hi^ 
)was a ltri]a(g Rebecca wi(hedco-4loiich upoD» 
jbu t was at a;lofi for a ipmp^ imtoAjS^ii^'; 
ifae immediately oatched this une:epe£i:cd 
iopportunity, and, wit^h an iRfinuatitig 
uroice, fai<J, (he had never minded Afe 
Mekftes much before in ber life, as it walk 
by no means fo fm^btful a difordcr as thb 
Small*pox ; but that, hereafter, (he fbould 
ihudder at the bare mention of them. 

* Rebecca, 


• • 


Rebecca^' incftri^pted mifs;' 
Caroling, i^i^h. g;rpa(B. cwMftuefs^i; ^ my 
^ mother^' lm% r^CQDejSlMg It^rfelf, (head- 
ded* ia calmer terms» * my poor mother^ 
^ you fep,, WM taJb^cA ofiv by even this tri* 

Mifs Caroline's manner of eacprefling 
herfelf^ renckred her private fentiments ob* 
vious to thia atoning ohftrver, who replied,' 
^,Your £uiher's being (b akrmed, poot^ 

* gentleman, at the bleeding of his nofe, 
*■ was certainly an unhappy tbing> as my 

* dear miftr 6i$ was ib imprudent a^ to leave 

* her bed, and> without doubt, good gentle- 
^ woman^ hafleood her ei|d/ Whilft (he 
iafd this, Ihe watched every turn of mifs 
C^roiin^s coimtenance, in order to difcover 
her real opiokm \ but a caution refulting 
from the duty flie owed her father, induced 

• 

her to be i^n her guard, and ihe replied, 
that it was the will of Heaven, and hoped, 
&fi Ihould be eniEibledto fubmic without re- 
pining. ^ You have this confolation, how- 
* ever, mifs,' faid the artful Rebecca, * and 

!to 
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*to be fure a very great one it is, that 
•though you havt loft a good mother, you 

* are not left deftitute of friends; you have 
\ ftill a kind father and grandfather, and, 
II dare fay, you. will, in titoe, be con- 

* vinced, that millions are more unhappy 

* than you/ 

"^ I am weH convinced of that already, 

* Rebecca,' returned mife Fortcfcue, • fuch 

* guilty minds as Thaye heard youdefcribe, 

* muft be ftrangers to the fopports I feel 

* My dear mother Was not of the guilty 

* number, and if departed fpirits do enjoy 

* reft, I am fure fhe will have her fhare. I 
^ wi(h every body had as honed and unde- 
^figning a heart as her's, and fincerely 
•hope, that I fliall never, by any event, 

* be brought into the wicked world, but 
^ pafs away my life as privately and inof- 
^ fenfively as (he has done before me«' * 

Mr. Fortefcue rang hie bell, to the no 
fmall latisfadlion of tnifs Caroline, as (he 
heartily wKhed to be delivered from her 

dif- 
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tRragrecable companion^ which this fum« 
tnojis happily eficAed; j 

• « ♦ 

The next day Mr. Stapleton, though in 

a weak condition, the ponfequnce of his af- 

fii^bion, and a nrght pafled in relHefs an- 

guiih, came to fee his poor Caroline. • Shew 

* me,* faid he to Rebecca, • my child*s 

* apartment •, I will follow you, but the in- 
< firmities hf age render itan*s pace a flow 

* dne : my eyes, too,* added He (holding 
his hcind. before them, to conceal atid re- 
prefs his teacs, which trickled through his 
trembling fingers) * are but weak; I believe 

* I may more fafely truft to my feeli^ig, 
^ than my fight, in going up ftairs.' 

Rebecca's heart was particularly un- 
feeling with refpeft to this poor miftaken 
old man. She had never, in all his vifits^ 
received one tender from him, which was a 
fufEcient bar to her favour and approba- 
tion. She made no reply, but, tripping 
before, agreeable to his requefV, darkened 
the, at 4>eft dark, ftaircafe, to fuch a de- 
gree, 
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g*cft tljajt a mi4chrctea»r Aght tl^^i^ Mr. 
Scapleton's would havo.bi^ ^liwywligg* 


gpptleixu^n a3 b«;ai<;eA4cd^ ^yff^y^r^ tgi 
t ftep io ftrQ:, and. acquaiot.mjj <y)U4 that 
tLapi <wniflgi fM;Iwqyl4 Bftf b« «» 

* aJvup^/ . * Lpr^ , f«/ 4iiwti|is«pd. Ibp^ 
pertly, * do you iq^g^ner my y<m^gn)4^i9 
^ is turned foo}» tp be frighten^ at her re*» 
^ lations ? Wo^ «0» FJtt wnj^t 7Qu/ So 
fayiog^ 0K h^tiljrtop<m4 thil room dpor, 

and baited tut,. '^ Mifei m(k% h«c'$ y«aiw 

• gra^fethv/ MifrCarplinc'^Jpirka coul4 
hardly fuftaia thijs boifterouf falgt^ltion, bq^ 
exerting bftr utipoff: ftrengith, in tender 
confideration of her grandfather's repofe, 
(he.adyanced taxncethino, andfaid^ ^ This 

• is very kjndt fir^^ tovifit your poor lick 

The old gcntlen:ian huog upon her ncck^ 
in fpite of all hi& previojus refolutions 
to the contrary, and wept like an infant 

* Oh, fir,* faid mifs Caroline, ^ ipare me, 

f I be- 
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^. X bdeech you, I caimoc bear this tfflldl- 
^ iag fight ! Thofe dear venenrble eyes 
^ muft not be thus unpaiftd. Confider, 

* if you have loft one child, you have ftill 
^ one continued to you, that ftinds in need 
< of,, and okims, your paternal profecftibn. 
*,Pray, fir, pray, dear fir,* added flic, with 
the mOft- patheiie akrceot, * confider your 

* poor Choline.' * 

• I do, tdo,* i^bed the poor old man; 

* and will, and wiH be fatisfied. Where is 
« your father?* added he. Mifs Caroline 
fighed, from a recoUcftion flie did not 
think proper to reveal, and replied, flae 
•Ibppofcd in his own chamber, for Ihe un- 
dcrftood he had not yet quitted it. « Is he 
♦'kind to you, my love,* interrogated thfs 
parent, * have you every thing that is prd- 

* per for you, and due attendance ?* To 
all which mifs Fortefcwe anfwered in the 
affirmative, believing herfdf lefs culpable 
in facri&cing her veracity, than wounding 
a hdart already too much oppreflcd. 
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.« .Wh^tr did ,the good Jiowfekeepcr 

* vide for^yQur^din^^^^' j;efxim.cd^e^;.J5»he 

* that \ts^?^s^^y^tf^^ 

' expenoe^ th^t i()tii5.^CCAminod4l5cd.y.Qu<as 
.• I hopi? Jpbc. did) w(|>ioavc Htik *' 

Mifs Caroline was too bad a diil^pibler 
not to bcv^y fomc^ furprife gt,Jtbc/f/<}Mcfc 
tioris.' * She did riot tell my child Ijf- 
^. membercd her/ contii)ued: tljis, rpftei^ 
old n^ap i Vl.<fA.by. yourcoiifltcii^qp^ Ibc 

* did not. . It was cmcl to conceal even fo 
^ {mall a token. of niy aiFeftioo .from .thee. 

* 1 intruAed bgr with a g^vu^ca only ; but if 
' * ihe is capable of being uafaitbfu^ in 

* liule, her principles will nq>fer iqd^ee 
'"* hj^p^tq aftjuftlyinipucL I.nQ^,^in 

* to fear my Caroline is but in indi%r|CBt 

* hands -, but I will furniih you, my lave, 
/ with the means of taking care of your- 

* felf.* ^ I aflure you, fir,' faid the young 
lady, ^I have no reafoi^to complain of this 

* woman's behaviour in any pthgr refpeft 
' than the injuftice jQie has now practiced ; 

•Ihe 


VSC If TtJSr 1 





* rorclsaaft 1i r . » ^ 




*aa fcp fee 
• WfitT. be far 


n*. -r* 


*"****' -• ■"** -— ... •" 


*^ 




:•* 


jrr 1. •- 


•«P»jw:J 


* Can- it xcc s t 





■'It: 


124 Each Sex iTf- 

* as well as duty, will incite me :to exert 

* my utmoft abiUtics. id promoting your 
^ eafe and happincfs. .My fatber tannoc 
^ objeA CO parting^ with/me, on fb good, 

* fo iucumhentao^aeccunt; hnd as to my* 
♦felf, a few hours preparation alone will 
^ be fufBcient for my exchajo^og one ,pa- 

* rental roof for another.' * Ah, Caroline,* 
laid this old;o}4A (humbled ju^* mortified 
Iry affli£l;io|i) * y^qq -arr teo'^good, I- do not 

* deferve t&e bleffintg of fuchacfaild,norwia$ 

* I capable of valuing you or yourpoprnoo- 

* ther as I ought, . until orertaken by thcfe 

* trying circumftanccs. I have fu0eced the 

* accumulation of wealth (from which tftow 

* find myfelf unable to dcaw tJite fmallcft 

* confolation) tocngrols my whole thoughts; 

* and have fufficicnt for many children; 

* though Heaven has^fetn.fit to leave me 

* only thee to inherit all I poffefs. You; 

* my girl, I hope, will enjoy it properly, 
*and avoid the curfe attendant on the 

* mifcr's hoards. You . (hall beftow your- 

* fclf and fortune on fomc worthy man 

* whom you can love, and by whom you 

• will 
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^ .will be- bclaved •, for I am convinced that 
• i? the bed fecurity for humau felicity.* 

An apothecary, whofe habitation was fi; 
tuated in the parilh of St. Giles,, and whofc 
perfon, nfJ lels than his Hiop, mofl apt- 
ly anfwered that inimitable defcription 
of Shakeipear*s, entered mifs Caroline** 
apartment, and feeling her pulfe, which 
were llrongly agitated by the various paC* 
flohs of. duty, tenderneis, and afflidion^ 

by which Aer feeATt. had been .aife<9ted, .de- 
clared t;hat her fever w^s ftill vei-y high, 
an^ rccomniend^d the Ipfe of fprine pvince? 
of blopd^ a pli^^r, and bQ\t a. dozei; 
draughts, by way pf prpyenxiopi \Mr, Sea; 
pleton was terriBed at the danger this tat- 
tered G^len feenicd to apprehondi-and con^ 
jured him, to confidcr if any other than 
the difagreeable. method he had prefcr^bed^ 
could be of ufe to his jchiJdj promifing^ 
at the fame time, he (hould be no lofer by 
the omiflion of the fever^l operations, he 
had mentioned. Mr.. ?emberton having 
takpn fome moments to reconHder mifs 

G 3 For- 
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Fortclcuc'S cafe, protefted, that he could 
not fifcly prefcribe kny^bthtt rtmtdy pw- 
fcrable to.thbre he had alncadV'hklteddl^ 
except, indeed, the young fady was to try 
what the country air would €to ibr^ htt { in 
which cafe; he wddd fupply htfFwltfiMfiith 
iiiedicines as would retaih their vWffi^^f 61? a 
tnonch 'dr tW6,^ana be -a^iu^ll;^' efficiciyus 
as at their firit pi^paratiori, irihe^{h6ifld 
have occaGon for them ; for, as hie luidf it- 
tended* her durmor her^ late ' difbrder, he 
could be a better jtidge of her conflltutibft 
th«n a-i&krij^f, is'&cH ahdne, aii<ri:i^ 
kxAty '^ (i6i^tiY t$raa?tton6r, wdutr|/^^ 
bty, by pre^ribing an oppofite regiMtfA; 
ido her an irreparable ittjury. 

Mr. Seapleton paid bcrt ficdb attuitibh 
to this iekmedthapfbdy^^ffyikrtbc^tbanif 
k related to the country air, havmg aiways 
had a high opinion of that reftorativc* He 
tbercforetold-tbe lean, karhed gentleman, 
that he might prepare a few things for his 
grancl-'datightcr to take with ber^^orifl^ 
fcould not^Hay in- town a: week longrri if 

hcB 


fttF.^ii^r imuld cop(e8t tQ hcrremovah 
T^ ^bfcqiHoiwiiS^pptbewy bowed -ap aC, 
few, ?i«vd.«nvnB^WeiiyfMH«Mww. , ,.,s 
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M • I wllno^/: faid Mr, Swplptoo,' Syifit 
5 youf fa.ther> ^nd fry .to.prevail upoa hisp 
5 tp. cpf^fcnt,tO;CurJQViracy.^. and, fafopfj 

•friend ji^f .minc-ta jP^QCw^ W ^ i^m 
^ kxlgi^g^ ,at iosnc l^o/K^it farmThoqfc, at a 
• little,. diftaocc from any town, vas the. aif 
^••villbe mwcb« pure*,) and we IJiall be 4ef? 
.^expofed ta;gpi]lpsi«ipdvgoiri{^4f^.'.. ]Sd^ 
GaroUite ^a^idr«d^hi|ll^. I^ie . i9^r d^Knd 
,\iponrhcr J?j»ng f^tififjicd wi^i^ bJs choice^ 
on which declaratiotn hse kifled hcr^xpntAalf 
a guinea into her hand, and took his leave. 
JdLo tfaoD tepflired: to the inpaxt^KM^t^cflhis 

xeptbn9.and1cbnjcDiTedy.botb Ui betrt.^atid 
voice, vith his pcqufift, wkh t^fpe^.tb 
mifs Caroline, for lb. long ai hi$(faifh£iUR0- 
beoca ^s cooiioi^dto h^m/hft w^i i»M- 
^blo^;of feelrtig'aoyitefh and^i^ih^Skcqpi^ 
to reccbie.tbe ufuftl^ ftjpisnd^ hotwUbftwd- 
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tng his ii^ugbter's indepi^^t provtiliMr> 
he really exulted^ inftead of being grieved^ 
at the thought of partwigwith Her. 

He thcAi under pretence of defiringf to 
aft agreeable to the opinion and approba- 
tion of Mr. St^pleton, confultcd him con- 
cerning the funeral preparations of His de^ 
ceafed wife, but as. one thief can fooneit 
detefi another, fo this once covetous ma6 
was not at a lofs to guefs the lawyer's mo- 
tives for paying him the complimerit,^ and 
as be was determined his child ibould bfc 

iK[«Rtiy intctfcdi a»d w« now becoffle 

unmindful of inevkabte ctpetice9y he coiM 
Mr. Forcdcue> h* wotild ordtft M uttdei^ 
taker to condod tvtff thing relative n^ 
ih^t fple^m work, with a proper frogfeKty, 
jttid he himfdf would difcharge his bill 
Our cou^elbr could not, however, be fo- 
lisficd with even gaining this great, uncr- 
feBttd point, but made a bold pufli fen- 
Mr. Sta|)leton*» lodging the fom, he chofe 
rb limk theft expentesto, in his hands, 
«nd leaving the regulation of them to him % 

but 


but his attempt was oflTiaccd^iJ, sui kc 
was obliged to Gt domn^ m 9pf<x:izcm9 

'With a thankful bearr, for w!ai tLe ojd 
gentleman was wilUng to do, in his ova 
way. 

That very evening, added Mr. Fsadb^qi* 
plication was made to the giectlemao now at 
my brother^s, from whom I had thefe anec* 
dotes, to provide fome comfortable retired 
place, for the accommodation of this old. 

man, and his lovely grand-daughter, and 
as he was engaged to make a viGt to my 
]>rother, he recommended this part of the 
world; but tiie batcbeler oppofed their 
coming wichfn ten miles of his dwelling, 
as an old doting whining fellow, and a 
JUttlc pert girl (the light he is determined. 
tocontider them in) are, he fays, vtiy ua» 
fit companions for him. I was, thereforei. 
honoured with the commilTion of finding a^ 
wnvenient place for them near Brightley, 
and have Xetded the terms of their accom^^ 
modation with farmer Johnfon, difpatched 
aa accQuat jof my proceedings to mj} 
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brother, Md fbaH'be in dall^ 65rp(ed!itii»» . 
of their making ch^nr appearahciT ixAQhgft 

Lady Brightky thanked* Mr. FineR-fer 
the agreeable entertainment he had givefi^ 
Her, and'decfared; fhe IKduldtic extt^ttly 

'gTkd^to fcefuch native charaae^s, '^^ '^' 

Mrs. Ann was fitenr, Ker wV ath narihfr 

Ker neighbour being hot pafled aWay. The 

other company having Bniflied their pdol^ 

they joined parties, and the chat became- 

•f ^iieril; 'fei^ 'one "lialf ' hour, ' when - tf fight 

•ftipij^cr 'was' ihtroducedV and, in cdnfidfeA*' 

^on of the'eveningV being far advanc^d^ 

ifus fdoU dil^atched, when lady Brighde^y 

'^ith hd'Tifter, under theftinkedproieftkft^ 

•'igf the^ 'euftftfe^ Mid' tbe^* ffiendty^'yttutfe, 

fefcly rcttirned'to the halh • ' • -• - * '• 
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Mr.- 9aughter had ar fiffcf roam^dlto'a' 
"banker in Xoridon,^wTio had'one tWid 
--cnljr, a ]girl*t)f -twenty,' whofc^ coriftitutito 
*itnaturall^dehi:ate)''v^te'feVcrcly tUv^xv^^ ' 


' » 
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, bf 4Ufkimn)iaing.fevtr; (he was reduced 
te^he*¥ita}p(t exucnutyof weaknefii, and 
was ordered by her pbyfician to try, as her 
lad refource, her native air. Mr. SheU 
burner ber^hcr^ was a man in affluent 
circumilances, and> cxtreamly fond, of his 
daughter, vhe therefore infifted upon her 
'being inf^aotly^ conveyc4> by eafy ftaga^ 
fnto Glocefterlhire^ and that no expence 
ihould be fparcd in. a cafe of fuch import- 
ance» as the recovery and eftabUOiment q£ 
his child*s health. 

Mrs».§hdburne was too yell acquainted 
with her brother's circumftances, to.cxpcft 
any other accpmniodauon at . his houle 
(gratis) than an apartment^ but as her ex-* 
peaces would not be greater, but rather 
$]inriai(hed» by fpisnding tht^iif tinie.witji' 
himy and' (he had long wi(hed t^ fee hin^i 
Ihe refolved to tzkc advantage of this op»- 
portunityv ()iA accordingly wriore to^him^ 
. md infornjed him of her iotentionsj. a^ 
the «ondit;ion$ on whicl^t (he defired to b^ 
' V wccived., The curate, was delighfed^^^ith 
htt propofal) and aifured her (he might 

>G^ d depend. 


Tgx Each Sex fir 

depend ufxm a heartf wdcdtiie andeortt^ 
ftrcabk flpartments ; and^ if flie irould ac« 
4ciftiM biife t^ben ix) etpeft herv he ivould 
xtitec aikl conduQ; htet^a'diyftjotirtiey. 

Mrs: Sh3b6rne vf» Sk woman betweet^ 
Ibrty ftiui ISIcy^ of a robaft confticucion^ 
ami mafeuline fptrk^ amd^ a& the firft 
tweaty years of her l^e,* iMd been fpentda 
a rcmofe part of Glocefterlbiret her man>» 
tiers were flrangely rufticated Mr« ^Shcl* 
b.virne was her junior four ]fears^ mid hap-^ 
pened to be fummoned into the country 
by a (kk uncle^ on whom he had great 
dependancey juft when Jtic was about iet- 
tling for himfelf ixt his profeflioflv He 
had ieryed a feven years\ clerkihtp ta 
a rich trader,, rough ia -his manners,, 
contra&ediahis fentiments,,.and who coar 
fidemd money as the fummiun bonum of 
all diings*. He continued in the neigbr 
bourhood of mifs. Slaughter, three years^, 
his uncle lingering cb), in a deep declinet 
during that whole period. On his fir£b 
^(rriyalia tbe country^ hff became aequaint;^ 


«• w 


cd' ^th the lady above^meiitiQQed» and 

feon pro&fljbd himfelf her admirer, for,, aa 

his ideaa were far from being enlarged, her 

perfon pleafing his fancy, he Iboght for na 
mental qualifications. The conteft between 

his love for, mil^ Slaughter and his love of 
money tan high for fome time, but at 
length the former prevailed, and, after 
paying. his addcefles to her in a fecret man* 
ner for two years and a half, before he 
could bring his heart to a pofuivedetermi* 
nation, he prevailed upon . her, with very 
fittle difficulty, to marry him privately, for 
fear of difoblig^ng his old uncle \ whofe 
ebjedlions to the match, he forefaw woulii 
be imanfwemble s^ the lady's fortune be^ 
ing wholly perfonal^ her father, a <Jergy«h 
man^poflf^d of a fmall vicarage only« 
and conftquantly unable tp make any pro« 
vifion for either his daughter, or his foa 
the curate^ . 

* 

Soon after their marriage, (he became 
pr^Qflfit, which* alarmed her hgfband pro^ 
digioufly, bitf,. happily foi him^. his unclct 

was 
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tr«•takeIT dff; -b^dm .!t*Jbi5came/v^fcv 
pounds.- ''•**-*'• • ^- )>'l.'', .." .-jjf' ■» 'ir-r ;'RV7 

. His lady was immediately acknowledge- 
cd, and the day of marriagfc ptrbJickly pro- 
elaimed, in order tb prevent the tongac of 
ifnvyor malevolence from being- bufy^wii^ 
lier fame* Aiid, as fbme time was rieinsf^ 
fery' to fettle thcfr affairSy Mrs. Shelbunw 
^as iridulged' wkh lying iir, fn tfcc country j 
from vi^heftcc (he was, fbon after her teco? 
Vei-y,'' removed to a handfome babitatioit 
In L6n!b;2ird ftreet, her huiband havingjcoJ- 
tered^'into pirtnerfliip with an emtneift 
l>atchelor banker^ who ^as glad to b6afd 
ill tfaehbufeofhis Aieadi. • , ' 


♦- » i .. • .«. 
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' Thi in&nt; V^hich wafi^ aicfitiiSgliterpiw^ 
Sept in th% fcoumry for the tirft two ^catlr 
of its exiftcncey and was then.cohvty\ed ny. 
the great metropolis, fincc whiclu timcfe. 
Mi-. Slaughter had never beheld ci tfcfcrbis 
Slteror niece. Mrs. Shelbume haid^feyiertf 
Qther cWltfreiij. but they all dyingiin thci^ 
'•' ' iRfancj* 


mfmcft hor hufband- & heart was^ &t upoa 
&ts truly* atsiia)>]e daughter* fbr^ whom- ho 
was ambitious to make a fuicable matcby 
for fome gentleman of fortune* 

The gentle heart of mUs; Lucy. Shel* 
bum^ was perfe&ly unafpirJAg* dnd her 
^itits^ from a conftant fucccffion of bad 
beahh, extwatiEil^weak. Hev coiimenanct 
was bverfpread'with.a delicate palenef^, .a 
kind of laogui(hlpg Juftre adorned her eyeji, 
and her accent was fv^eetly feminine* As 
her conftkution by tiQ means promifed her 
length of.dkysj'or enjoyment of the fc^iy 
ihe might be allotted txy fpend iq tbia 
AvorId» her mind was entirely .de$aol3«4 
from the vanities of lifb. Dreis was: a. ikr 
tigue to her, and mucb company (he was 
mmtc . uik;qiual > to* . One friends fh^pften 
4thought^ would . indeed have . beien high); 
grateful to her, if fuck ^an one could hfiv^ 
been met witb». equally diiengaged ^ wi(t| 
herfelf, from the buftle and follieii of the 
Beauk ' monde^ iknd poSkBirtg. > a fui|abl€ 
fiagularity d£ ta£te^ and-.tenderoefs of f^t^r 

fibility^ 
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fibility^ and could be capabk of a wiiling^ 
^areicipatioA of her Uxnitted |>leafures, and. 
frequent pai^ul con&aements ^ but her 
generofity nev^er fisukd to condemu this. 
Vfitti as narrow and felfifb, and denved 
from a blanieabie dU&tisfad^ioa of heart. 
Could file ptrmdt her felf-love, ^ibe would 
alk) to beeeme fo predominant in her 
bres^ as'to induce her (had fiie even zn 
opportumCy) to lay ib cruel a tax upon a 
humanely, fympathetic difpofition ? To 
which demand {he always Ibund a negative 
fugg^fttony ai^ would in the end, perfuade 
herfelf (becau(Mie wiftied lo be &>) that 
ftfe was pei€edljflM^figned tO) and fatisficd 
with, her condition.: 

Her fadie»*5 paitncr, only fifty years hpr 
fuperior ia age, had beea long her fecret 
adnatrer, but never difebfed his fcatiments 
to her*) Wktil tbe prececfing evening, of hes 
depart ucc f0r the couapry. ^*^. 

« 

Sk» was bo&h fiiockcd: and sioctified at 
Im'deelarattOAx as &e was ienfible he pbG^ 
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iefled, in t!he large funis he was mafter ofi 
evtery accomplifliment andqudiiieatton n^ 
quifite to recommend^ him to her father 
and mother ; . and bkflcd the occalioii of 
ti€r delivjsrance from this threatening perfe^ 
cation^ fincerely wlfhing (he might end her 
4ays in Gloeefterfbire, as death app^earad 
a thoufand times more eligible to her, thaa 
being precipitated (as fhe was wdl-oonv 
vinced (he ffaould, whenfoeter ler ftdier 
Aioukl be inforxfved of fiier friend^s defire(^ 
irito (o unhatUi*al and diipropoKitnaft M 
l^nlon. Forfoiimplewasfheii^t^coAfider 
mutual alflfefMdn as the graifd^ eflfiMitial to 
coo din to matmnontal ha^iiMls^ U%t to 

* 

Mr/Slaiq;fatef commfohibated the agrees 
able neWs of his fift^r^s mtendtng him a 
vifit^ and her nhotives for fo doings to his 
patronefs, lady Brightley, and her family^ 
Mrs. Ann immediately referred to herfiftert* 
to confirm her aflertion of having forefeen 
.their arrival, by Tome of her peodiar 
omens federal days before. Her ladyihif 

madc^ 
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(mde ao reply to. her fifter's obfci^v^tlQif^ 
but» turning to. Mr. Slaugbcer,^iaid^ thtf 
was ibrry her retired difpo&tioo pafTtAOUidf 
of her power .to conmbute vto. cbeamdie^ 
ment of his friends, but her good wifhes^ 
for the young lady^s happy weoVeryi'flie 
^Quld promrfey and .tifaac htr coiehj >0# ^h 
tv^ff^ ihouldbe at her^rvicer'^^iiiftMli^ 
ever flteiwaMiipofed) or able^ td-takeUtt 
:mring» \ r Mr. ^ai^hter n^^ profbfe iif ^c^ 
knowlcdgtoentft^ for this? bonottr^ wt^iCb h# 
doubted not >ivou]d give him fomt coiife^ 
€jueiloe»ih theeyeSof hisrektidns.. ^Mfsi 
^iAlAmdMfarl^ii tAkt^lkte coMlUlei^d th«^Vi(it 
<of thefe ladies as am extremer &itun:ietf eiri 
cumftance, for fhe began to grow weary of 
the reclUlc life £he led, zsid was perfu;ded 
A^e ihotild' ^cT lor Nfrr SlaughtePariifiAf 
^btmmgTtct Ihidb w)th great com^daccBcjR) 
arcQfiHipaiiioa^^rteaUe to bertafteooidynu 
dinatiom . ' i; ,. .: 

( *Thc ciir«te honcftly rc^o^ thafcit TOi 
^tei^AacehcJiad she plca&rOiOf! 6fW6 
ibis fifl^T) ihftt he cpyld opt aofwer ^.Ker 

ii^ , 


in any other rdpeA, diaa being p fopc ri/ 
HtnGbie of cbcrcoadefcen&OQ aad ^nrour^ 
fuch ^alatUe lidics, bowiog, in has turo, 
withcdue defereaoe and <kcorut&. 

« 

- 'Sir Wiliittn £octcdj ttjciccd at ftfeT 
Siaii^tdr^'s antcUigpKx^ » the atemjon ttf* 
a yOMng fadjr was an -BncMMMMi aod ple^ 
tng round to Jitteao* tf^porwBy^ wfam coft^ 
liderccf as a • paefaide «o Ikt j pp caw oe 
amoogft cbeas, aftd iAved, ^nA ius««^ 
4tbef^6 permiffioft^ to attend kis OMor j0 
tfaat days jemaqr lie bad fapaoSbd t^ lidut^ 
to OMCt h» fiOBT^ aiid jiM is f^tofei^ 1^ 
ladiet to iBr%htk|F« 

' Tiie ooloyr fi^Hbok ifcc dbedca of tfte 

faatiQiiet^sfeodinodier^ ac the bare tboi^;lic$ 
tf btr bcfavrd loafs afcfeacc, for # «4falf 
day ^nd fiig^ $ tjbe aaj»7 accidcAis fiKJb 4 
fucceflion <^ hours m%fac expole him so^ 
when from under her maternal wing, fhoct- 
ad her ioaagbiatioo^ add fte replied, ^ I 
f hope, my ^dear, you wil Bot rduOaii^ 
^ ikrificc f our iacliaataM to my peace ? t 

•fed 
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* feel mylelf unequal to parting, with yoif 
f fqr &> long a time. You have xiever y-et^ 

* fince your birth, flept fiDoi under my 
^ roof, and it would be a^fevere ftrokie to 

* me for you to begin now. Do nor, my 

* iove/ continued &e, * think our uiaea^ 
< fonable i you will be abte to atxu^unji;^ 
' my trader anxiety aad apprdienfioM* if 

* ever y/ou Ihould become a father to an 

* oidy child, efp^dallyy if it ft^ld pfe&fe 
f HeaB^u CQ- deprive you ^ the coflDpufiioi^ 
^ of your beari^ iiad leave, you poflbfiM 
^ atone 0f OM d^ai: pllcdg^^. «Ad. |9c^Bimr 
; Uwct ofiyoDT ja^er feli' 

, The tears that ftood in the eyes of this 
worthy, miflA|<:cntlady« bore down.all op^ofi- 
tion, even in iIiougbt,.frQaifir Willtam^wbo 
haiiily arofe, and taking, with the utmo^ 
aflPeftion,, one of her ladyibip's band^ i 

* pardon me, madam/ laid he (with an ac* 
cent that evinced the (tncerity of his ex» 
prellions) ^. for having difcampofed you by 

* an idle requeft, and believe qtie, I ibould» 
^ with unfeigned fatisfaftionj yield a point 

•of 
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^ of infimte-moee confcquence than this is, 

* to yoartendcrncfs and repofe, nor will I 
*-cyer again, by my indifcretion, occafion 
•'you the painful recoUeftrons you have 

* m>w dxperienced. No, my good mother,* 
added he, kifTing the hand he held, * be 

* affured, I will ever prove obedient to 
^ your«^ftionace commands.* 

Her ladyfhip fmiled with grateful appro- 
bation upon the generous youth, fqrhi^ 
BUal confideration of her, but was obliged 
to retire to recover her ufual compofure 
and ferenity. The baronet went immedi- 
ately into the garden, Attended by his 
friend Stevens, whofe kind and fenfible 
converfation, foon banilhed from his bread 
the aflfefting fenfations, his mother*s beha- 
viour had caufed him. * Stevens,* 'faid fir 
William, (having fubdued his -emotions) 

* it is an unhappnefs to be too tenderly be- 

* loved. Ybu fee how I am reftrained from 

* every noble purfuit, nay, abfolutely im- 

* prifoned within the narrow limits of this 
f little village, and half a dozen circular 

* miles, 
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^ miles, Jby . my mother'js extreme •attach- 
« mcnt to vat. My: guairdians^hate made 
1 1xcquent applicadona - iso heri Jodyflijp, 
f during tins pvecedmg foiir years! : of iiy 

* life, to obtain her con&nt for fending^me 
, to the uDiverfity under proper tutors^ and 

J^tOv|ie^mit me, in tbeilaft year cif my mi* 
/ «oi:ii^, Spnlfile^the tour gf £ilnrope»v/But 
/ the/ l^rc^kiag of^ her heart would bdabe 
."^ infallible conl^ueivoe of either of thofe 
^ fteps ^ and, therefore, you > may jud^, 
.* by ipy r54;(jnt behaviour, how unequal I 

* am to fuch cruel proceedings. ^ I believe 
^ my guardians have a very mean opinion 

* of their charge, as I have, from my own 

* hand, aflured them, that I prefer a retired 

* Xo a public life, and that if my confined 
^ education will not qualify me. for a ^r^/, 
^ I (ball be content, if I do but deferve the 
f epithet of a good man,* and that it is my 

* fixed refolution to fubmit.my inclinations 
^ to my mother's direction fo long as Ihe 
•lives. One of my truftees,* continued 
the baronet, * who is a relation, and ver 
•choleric, fent a fevere and impertii 

• anfwer 
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^'anftrer to my lec«f, telling me, he was 

* jbrry. fir Samuel Brigbtley (hould have f6 

.^:pu6kfiinaous and efftmmate a facceflbr, 

',«r Jput th^^he bod ddiw his part, and, vtith 

-* rcfpeft to advice, intirely walhcd his 

^Jsaqdfiiof me^ and could only fay, that it 

^'ivasra tihoufand/piti«s, (b fine andoxten* 

ttj&vc an^cftdte, ihouU'^betifl: ^inheritance 

^ of a youth, ^ho wais. maft(f of fo wrong 

( r«'a;h6ad and cdntmfted a^ h^art, and that 

^ I (hoqid be left, for ihfc future, by him, 

;• tt> peuicoat govtraitttnt and my own 


f wife. ihvcnuonsJ 
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^ Thefe rough and tingcnteel itrflcaions 
J^ upon my dutifbl compb'ance with my 
i« mbther?s*fttod wilhcs,'!- have hitherto 
«* treated with ^filfcnt- eon tempt; but fhall 
:♦• take a' future opportunity 6f convincmg 

* this ihot;* prefumiirg, felf-fufficlcnt rela- 
. .*lation, that I am not degenerated into 

' ^ that abfolute milkfop he miftakes me for, 

* by my paOivenefs in this particular. You 
^ cannot, Stevens,' added he, * blame this 

* intention, as I would only wifh to do my 

* felf a piece of juAice, and am far from 

• feeking 
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« (poking the gmtJfiiQiMMi -of* a^a^Mnfif, 
•or rcfcntnicnt/ 

Mr. Stevens r^^Hail, ^at Ms^^SllJii^on- 
formlty would fccurc him thc^approhitkHi 
of th^ fenfible and humaiie part of tAto- 
kitid, and as for tte gay, the bold;^ alia 
tjiithinking,; thefr good optttioii fifaa^nhfier 
A'tfirgrace>ihan ah h<mour. ^ Perhapd, 6tf 
JBKidedite, « fady-Bri^k^'s great a00^U6h 
*-for you,*^may, iii time, pfcvail upon 6er 
^^ ta e(i ter again tmo • life, ; by flow gradsf- 

* tions : the firft drawing her out wiH 'bb 

* the difHculty, but, believe me, I am not 
f- taSfhoot hope, ehat your dutiful prfrfc- 
•♦ Veraaoe in a kindccmplianoe with^her k- 
i*dylhip's inclination, wiQ, at length, fob- 
^ tiue, oh your account, her every objedioh 

* tQi revifiting London/ 

ThtCc Were flattering itifinuations to tKe 

^baronet'i^ young lAind ; and at the fade 

'tii»e 'that they foothed his dariing wifli of 

extending his travels beyond the fmofce'df 

his native chimney, confirmed him in his 

• relb- 


t'cfolmiotis of flcver giving Jiis mothci^ a ie« 
<ond difiurbance. 

Mrs, Ann Brighilcy had mlnoMed fa her 
;r]ft^r^ ia the young gcntlempn's abA^nce, 
that, pofllbly, her coacfa mgkt b^-a tilore 
agreeable conveyance for Mr. Slaughter's 
.sdattan$» than their poft-ch^ife, by en« 
'gbliag him to.enJQy thair compaityand con* 
verfation, during the whole laft day's jour- 
ney ; a circumftance, if Hue might be per- 
mitted to judge of the hearts of other 
friencjs by her own, particularly pleafmgi 

Hef ladylhip Imicely aoquidfccai. in tida 
t)pinion, and the do%htcdctinitoi visas au- 
tborizcd to command thelcoach', at the day 
and hour moft fuitable to his purpofe; The 
ncxtpoft brought iiim an acpttfoatof^chek 
intended ftages, the appointed^ dme Ifbr 
.their depu'turefrom'Li>iKbn,-a.Wd*a&^hat 
town .and inn they ihould hop9't<i!(be'hiiii» 
actrording to Jiis kind offer, which« tht^ 
(gladly acc^ted. ' ' 

Vot, I» H 


^ierwcnt a difcipHnecth^yflitMt ndtp ibr tbffh 
ral pircedingyesmtcO^pdrkooeB, ^hdt^MdV 
^parca)ciit!pf'£ht&rdn»d3lioi^h)&tte^rdi^ 
Ung weS] jipeoed* t:ltanedii/andTakfc<li£<£ik 
vd^e rcce^i^nvof bif gucfli» as th^ir i'teik»- 
«|^ra?y maft^cQnpeived.lih^iuiradYfiduK^ 
.aG)cup»e4 .4)y hintiCblfjalniflMesXi^licogsvoaid 
^iK/bj no (ntiiQs\ ^%(bdje ico^^ins^tioittddii 
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.: . A;tJwgtfairiub BM^ ^atfriwd for ib)$:4H- 
litogibrfihjoft; t|^u0ikpojia0h aboveftlMti- 
x>ne(l.; when, having paid fopi^dQfdltitt- 
r.ientioam his outward adornment, he made 
^ ireqr/i^Wff ild'Wd gent}s<ptantiikeia|>|^^ 
aoce. . -Tjie Te»l j^olont t^ ri^riohmhi 'waU 
,/oj,^qnc| ipredofrupfiftti/^ralfihisiCf tfvati w- 
ytj^UM^ ul^!W|gin[fiihittPci(si free Ibbm?i)i6t 

/»l Wcj5ni8i5jfefe^k;btxt*cnt3^ 

ceoce it vjss Jindebtcd to the good idiftioi^s 
iin^ccuftomed precauiaon, on adminiilriQg 
^e^l>J5f4^J^pwiftl4?^>'lbPcddfl»iihk fera- 
p^c^xipf}^{ his |iof^riJi^,:^,io^uftrw«flf ^ 

} ' ' impending 



ftuidi^ 
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Mrs; iUnr$ kwi 
^Mlnld hate 
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maiden, ^ a |4tfl£drf joonRTraodifiifesBi 
cam. . .: : : 




dene or tnifadventtire, eatfy in thsiflifosst 
noon, at the houfe cf sppaiatrnmc^ Mksm 
he bad not waited long before the ladies 

made tlicir ap^ftiliCer '' : 




They Wer^ nO Iboifer ffercVi^^^ • by'«te 
watchfuT dcVin)*, thim h6 pr^fented himil^tf 
liefore fhe chatf^V'^^t^fl a(lteriiftt% affifted 
hU fliler and t^iece' tii tiKghting,^«oc tm^ 
tkig the cuftomary'latetation.efrHth* f{l;eis^ 
injg of friends. He then ufliered them into 
\fhe parlbuV he had fiscurkl /priDheiv recep- 
tion, wfaefse coffee and tea iMit alteadj 
frepai'cd. « - . .. . .-: 

Mrs. Shelbufne, ilndefftandtng'ttelf'hW 
brother had brought a coach ftfr theii* ^c^- 
commodation, gladly difcharged the chaise, 
jand the evening was Ipent in mttttial Atif- 
faitiorti by the n^xtTirghc they- r<^dled 
Prightley wkh great facility, ' Sir.Willittm 

and 
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«nd.biB cooifttttieo vcTfi -returning, ftom « 
pleafanc and innocent ramblfi when Cud- 
denljr their ears frere faluted wich the 
JtnUiitg iaiUtgcieli-i ifiach gained cvm- 
^bmrnD, pui ibe lafe ret«r;i of the gooij 
fsoratc^ b^o«d ft ^putK. 

■ . The baronec's impaiiepce to bchcJ4 the 
young lady, would not permit him to paft 
line paffoa's . 4Qor w^ij^our a fticndly caU. 
Mr. rSJaughter.prf^atc^ iilf.newijr arrived 
friends to this young gestlemaD, at the 
4h>4 crnie i;i^ai^g.hU.TtIter. and niece. 
:witl* inow?Mi tiaa propriety, of fir Wii- 
Jism's great merit, aadiis owa obhgniori* 
^hifa. Ouriicro WAf greatjycliidfpoiaccd 
■,JU U» ex^£)ati<ffi wub rclpcJl to lU^ 
-Shelburne: his hcarr, indeed, tckupw 
Jedgcd, whiift he contemplated her lovely 
otiutiMnaoee, that, in fpite of the languor 
■and ravage of Cxkaeis, (he was exttcni*^/ 
.glca/ingj but it was not a d/k 
tlui could Mgagc his admiratiOB.. 
j^firil :i.iie, M.- 
BCOUatcr r 



maiden, fdra-j^a&M jcwMejfsnd^eMfi^ 

dent 6r tnSfedventore, - eacfy id tbsifrftcM^ 
noon, at the houfe of «(^)0tatimm4.nad^ 
lie had not waited long before the ladies 

made their ap^eSfeinse,^*' '•'- ^^^ - . h:' r 

They ^v& nb *Iboittr ^ercifri^^ ^ by '«!* 
"vjiatchful* dhrinl^, thto ht prafented himfetf 
ijefdre die chaife, «hfl alterttatdiy a«fted 
Ms After ^ridhiertiati«^ht!ng,3«iot ^mt^ 
tkig the cuftomaryTatetatioft'.etf^h* fflnefN 
inor of frfchds. He then ufliered them ifito 
\fhe parlouV he had fiscurkt iforpheiv recep- 
tion, whei:e .coSee and t« m^it already 
prepai'cd. * ' 

Mrs. ShelbUTue, iifldefftandtfig that hfcf 
brother had brought a coach ftfr their «>• 
commodation, gladly difcharged the chaifc, 
fitid the evening was ipent in mutual iktif- 
fadiort i by the next Tiighc they- reached 
IPrfghtley wkh great facility, ^ Sir WillkKii 

and 


pleafant and inqQCent ramble^ when furl- 
denly their ears weje faluced with th« 
^i9diing^ \9^gt: Mi^tf vii^hich grained ctm*^ 
^Kmeiitv put the fafe P^wr.n ^ the gOQ4 

r 

, The baronet's impaiiepee to bchoM ^^ 
young lady, would tif^t permit him to pais 
i^ p^ffoo^s dfioi w^(]^our a friendly call. 
Mr» Slaughter ^pre^nte^ hii^.newly arrived 
friends to this young gcotleman,. at .the 
Sm^t ^me infor£i;if;)g.h4a.Xi{ler. And- niece, 
.with motQ ?e;aJ thaa propriety, pf fjr WU- 
iiani'sgre^t merits andhis own .oblige (iops 
40 km. 'Our hero w^ greatly dif^ppoii^bed 
.Ssx M\^ €x^e<fi:.aiipj9a >adtb rcipe»5l, to nii/i 
•Shelburne: his heart, indeed, acknow- 
ledged, whilft he contemplated her lovely 
countenance, that, in fpite of the languor 
.wd ravage" of ficlf nefs, ibc was extrem.ejy 
^leafing; but it was not a dying beauty 
,tbat; could. ej?g^ge hi? admiration. On this 
qccafion^ for the iirft time, Mr. Scevcns*s 
fcutimcnts ran exadlly counter to his young 

H 3, friend's i 


isi Bach Sex iif ^ 

ctrn, by making only a very (t)to'rt ■ '*Mi fe 
The ladies made their appearance ac-the . 
tari^V^t'tisy/ bitf hrdjf. B^htl^-'Eon, 
^ei^d ^ytf ': aftodhat^' fyfliJatf^ th^ 
yijiih^^ lad^l: f^drri i iJJtftiih CH^giil^ ihiti. • 
iahehoiy in '&'€*• dcjj^ftni^nt. 


- '. . 'C' 


* ^- ' • • • ^ • --■'..«, ^* * J . t ji 


Mrs. Anh^ ,'was as mu'cji ciifgufte^'' mr.. 
,Mrs. ShclhuVneVllutcracy and aff^ctatioS', 

< .'7 • ' ' • ' ' ' . ' • • • • . . - ...» - -I * "^ ■ 

as her yanity was gratflied by thV deference 
and refpeft Ihc- paid her. The humari hea^t 
is ever opcn^to receive the pk^fig^lnfiflxki- 
tPons^ of ftatferyj l«t-llie"flaa6ffcr^'be*'*V^dr.' 
fo infignificant or defpicable; 


*. W » • t«f . 


.! Mr. Stevens loon perceived' his growing*; 
Iricfination for nfilfs Shetoume, and- refleft- 
€cl, with ^ tender horror/ upbn the ap{)a- 
rerit q^iick dQca)r of flicH tovely ' mortality *£. 


l^ad^. 


•fHllR HvM.QXft, rjf 

, ;^y 9rlgh^Jpy, w^ih flinch g<?0d nature, 

SHud, .wjietfvp-; »,,yiy;»Se( ix»^,,npjt ao, <^.d. apt 
j^jr^jracu^e ^hcr, wh<>lmd,tpepc all her days 
ia^hc h^grryand coofuTion- of (he gj;c^c me* 


.'I J • -f. r* ..r'^ r t- j'm" ; 


^b^,,[49r.fojnc;j^ar^ b^^^ ^^ to 

. \tfndfii the bytjffc^jifsofjife aloioftjnfup- 
portable to her. That it ha4 long been ihp 
fccret dcfire of her heart, to be caft intS 
,fucb ^?i re^iretr^ent as (he had fU)jv happily 
attainccl;,''that (he cohQcJcrcd hcrfelf arrived 
at hcrlaft ftagc ; and (if her lady(hi|) would 
^pji^don her introducing fo ferious a reflec- 
tion;) ;it,?^ppffart;6d to- her, that all her r<:« 
, wyiyng. bu/inefs was^ piji io^ loQk '^bout bcr 
aud to die. 


V • * 


'J ' 


Mrs. Shelburnc rdbuked her daughter 
in very fcvere terms, for her obl!inate foHy, 
li^.in)jigining her end fo near, notwithftahd- 
ifig thp repeated afluranccs of her phjfici- 
an^ of the reltoring efHcacy of her native 

H,4. alr^ 
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air, and theadvatjtogcs of her yputhi * Jtut,. 
\ madani/ AddfelBngkdy Bp^l^ky^ • ,(|^e 

* has ever gfiv^nway tat;|^b ,fUiy^J^r^^ 

« iDJrKl, ami has bfccn dying, in. Joifi^gina* 

* rion, ever fince her birth, I. think: but 

* fgrely, Lucy,' added this unfeeling - pa*i 
rent, ' you might have had befterj jim/jpf^^ 

* tfe:in to. whioeJn this gQCwI cotppa^jf** ,.^ . 

c; .. . ' 

" The wotirfd mifi Shelburne's delie*^ 
^riflttiity fei!e1ved from thrs \inflatdral aod> 
'a'bfurd fpfekh; Was viflbly dcpia*d in her- 
Vifti^bte kce. Th* humatie lady Brtghtfcy 
was fikewiie hurt by thii nriother^is uhitf- 
tend^d^barfearity (for ^s Mrs. Shelb\Jfhe*4 
heart '<va^ ht from being Informed with* 
the fofc feelings of hAjmaniiy, 0i<3 hadflb, 
toncepfion of the afflicting retnocipna/jver 
rougha^fa occafioned ii> the gentle breafti 
of her daughter) and her ladyfliip faid, * f ; 

* perceive, madam, that your health has, 
** not been fubjeO: to many attacks, andr 

* that your mind has been happily'€;cqniptt r 
" * froior deep affllAions. I, wha h^v^' ( wn?-;! 
'tinued flic, fighing) ^ experienced both, ia 

^ a, very 


€*£ very great degree^ can entirely fympa* 
^'xh'tzc with mifs Lucy in her ferious fcntU 

* menfili I believe flic and I, from a fimU 
*' larity of difpofitionsVmdftW companions, 

♦ ivH'^yoii derive yoor cnjoymehts from 
Ca /difercnt (burce/ Then, addrefliirg 
ttse* ydun^ lady with the Uttnoft kjndticis, 
invited hcr^ to the half« at all hoars and fca- 
iaa) thit fii^tdd be agreeable to her. 


•I. . 


M tfi. Shelburne replied, with a motkfl 
gra^e, xbat aotbing could be more grateful 
td*her than hfcr ladyfliip's condefceafion j 
Md that Ai« w^uld prcfume^o indi»lge her^ 
felf, now and then, with t^* honour und 
fatisfaftion fhe fo obligingly invited her to. 
Mrs*. fiMbyifn^ hi^ptly pofleSed too large 
achate, both of vaoity and infcnfibility, to 
feceive the lealk nacntificatiort from kdy 
Brijghrky'vapparcnCitll&pprobation of W.* 
Her peribo' «^as hb* le& pleafing, in htr ' 
fights' tfara Iter wifdom ai)d fmarcaer$, tho^ 
iinciireiad:bcfiQ:eq»aUy fparing in her cor- 
poreal and mental tindowments.' When 
file imagined (he had made a fufficientdif*. 
' • H 5 play^ 


• play df her charms and qtalificatkibs/ ffil» 
took her Icare, and dn Her daughtet^ii acr 

- -TOuht alone Was het.aWenci regrcitll^^ 

' ' 'Mr^ Artit v^rypathctitaliy^aihSiftea.flie 
narrow ideas of her ndiW acc^athtjilicd^ Wlio 
niras not^ (he faid/ iPt^i thour' her -incH^^^c^ 

'- Vuhftanding the iHitk cKua rf^igatoiinc^ 
by whith'dicjyS^eh! fdrrStihdMi ^Sd«c«^ 
by rendered almoft impervious to a com- 

'ihon obfcrceft Earfy ^ri8Hflicy!.^tcrro!- 

' gated, with a fmilc, ofi^^JfatMtttre'MI'^* 

• S1ielbu'rtie*s perfeftfons; or mefitsi^ fKSgh» 
' be?W'dccl^ttd;^^cy^^rdr^^A^^^ 

« Sift w/Tetura*(fMrsf^:' Ann, witSfem* 
•'Warmth; • I da nottotpdltTudfi'a^^IMlioii 

^ you. l^d a<^ tf6^; ' A>iii^,1fai|^iii^%Ui 

* I have feen ib much of life.t» Ibfittlc poc<; 

' ^ ^c^, as not'to he ali^&to t^^gU^ be- 

'^twe(*n'^& mentorioas and ii»-Bieritoli!6w 

• * 6ii!ti*oira:char3ftcr??''- •-'■ ' -■ ■ -'■'■'' ' 
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. " * .Madam/ fa.id Mr. Stcvcnt^ -* you muft: 

* P^«^n:«?Kf-tf I prffiimc to fay^ t^nt th» 

* dj(^8^liO|Q you msiujqiv. U Uic n^ceft and 

* tnoft diifficuk in nature j for as it is im^ 
^^\^ B^^k^^^W^ obcaia. a kpowkdgc pf 

^Vthf /cfret Q>ring of aftion in t^cihcaf j pi 

^ •i J^5^ JO ^ripr, iq our imputation of wbal 
>r>1l^il««iwip«« or hUmwblc; , ; ^* 

, ^ Wicl|OMtdi!Oub^ fir/ rotumod ihc-,l^cat^ 

0d virgjin» * your judgment in this rerp^<5V 

< * i»uft.tfc dccifivc. ; but I think jt wopjd bo 

. 5:weU if«X0U9S .men.wcrc^tOj.ftcquirQ 9 

f pradical knowledge of ^gqg^ ns^A^crsi 

* before they put in their claim to conttft 

. * any points with tbpir fuperiprs, as ic 

.v,5th<;irxpjy.,erjuus49fil(^^^ ,; . ^ 

* Ncitw«thjftanding ,tbc ftverity: qf . yo»» 
, Vrcjpi(t, fifljcr/ .iaid lady Brightlcy^ * Mr- 

f "Stevens's remark ..regains, unMfwf:re<l +>y 

.... 

^ou,.and .»» c&etaialy^ftQm its felf-evj- 

H 6 * dcnce, 


* • *.* 


» ♦ • • ' * 
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^dert(«, vtianfiverable* We're ycnH 'aWi T^*' 
e^t^iiU^d this li^djr, ^ taexarmdetiarb^aitr 
i'Vtri\in^^gt have done an^adioq exfioUed.fajr 
^(rH'ofe #e have beffffittad^ I qbeftkn p&; 
HM'^>fyfc'«ioi^*'fiMH^k' prtaeeijdijdrfftohf 
'•^irj^ diflerdAt motives tfcftfil thty kktHded 

* I am evei* fwe/ -fiid-^ttifc «ttie*fti*s? 

Ann, * to find lady Brightlcy my oppo- 
*%gnt; birtriHirmS^ tjpeyn it; ifffar What 
/flfiay be b^oMtin^ w^'hWi is'very tnu6h 
^tlie reveife in a' y^ng* in*rt, iprfes- that 
»>y6ting' ftiah,^^v»iich fhofoid ptefiiflSlk? ^ t(i 

froyWifAtphcvt-.' - ' : ■" :\ -^ '^'J- - ^ 
'^i •^\ ,:\ :>' .M\' \\^ r . *t r «,.». -j ;. * 

i >^ Then,^ fiftttr/ feWrnea 4idy ftrl^httefi 
^'U* h high tirrte tb&t all convet^ktldA Ihottld 
• be banilhedBrightfcy hall,-if one half of 
^ ils'inhabkancs are to be deluded the pri- 

f "CM *?^eU''^4oilv^ift:e(j, 4hat the £KEalty of 


\ 


•" ipcech a*tlip -moft vjJi»blc of our rational 
^endowmeotSd to* wiih the annihilaUon of 
^ it,: iiiiaiiy part of the fttnale, whatever* 
^.HmmAyi ^do m ^^nm^lti, tcrcjaticwj \ riio^ 

* ihitnij^U^M 9 ' tO; pir f(?r ve . the wnrnxi^ 
' !^eiori jpf i(|.corb(Dr only favourites of the 

* ho man ipecies^. (he would willioglf xol^*i» 
^ rate even impertinent young fellows iw 
.SiWie:«ij^y«ejK:oC,it.' , , ^ . : 


' • '• 


..: Xlie:g9od l^^jt's r^e opw^ exceeded allv 
]^und$y and, Ihe IqukII^ infiAed upon ii; 
WilliapVs Cj^cg^ining . the pnmann^ily. rp* 
gcdliw* ih<} \^^d ^hrpwa^f ut,- The baro^ 
ji«t5j^4=Jb ^a/pr-pwokinj /i4jn>pQf\iiie» rjef^r^^ 4 
t)^r to her own heart for the explanait^i^ 
ibe required ; adding, that he was both top 
yteil bre^, aA4 toQ i gc^eroius^ to betray ^ 
bi4y'4' fecretPo ';. . ,..j, .,;;,^ . . -? ^, u » 

'^. '•-'! ■ " 'I- • ''i V* .J '• y !'./. .';;^ 

\ ; Mti Stevens was concefm;!^ atb^iogrfhc 
innocent cauH; of this little £a^ily CQQtf^ 
tiwH though he, at the fame iime,.re-» 
(eiv^«nQfmail:facidfa<^ian,fi«orp tlie,<^ige« 
ing. conduiSl. of Jady . Rrightky ^M>vyajpd^ 

him. 




and precipita^bff; Wtiwd'^pJfeiffa ptfUito if; « 
revolving in her mind her nephew's myfle- 
-riotn infino^tions, ^ &r 'i^bfclr^fle wti^not - 
-able -^ 'fin^ '-a - l<g3tfdon v ^^/md^ ooaB- 
•jlfht 4h^'4Md i^^rciffktmoii ildbok lpf»h»« 
)VicfU^;tb«rird^ ^Ir4 ^ughcen :thce%i^^ - 

kicitw a»cl pM^tttf. : A% J«»^ it*^- 

Surfed to her^* that t}i(^ cttracip^'fnttft h%^ 
mentioned her to the barpi^fC wi;h f ai^giH 
ht regard. With thrs notron Ihe flattered 
t^lilt^iMgihatsm*7itir5.fofki^. ttjEr^e^ . bfit- an 
^Itrcky ^vggeftio» ef the prefiimptioa of 
, iSajring to ioek op to her with any degree 
ofi*»pe, thrcir hetarKo Bew perpk^^Ujn 
^$bb <:lkiiinued;fiiUen all the da|S' flOij^Iyieh 
lit "gav^ the name of iadifpd&^on, a^^ it 
%asj* ifktetd 'Kberaff|r fo; in a mental^ iho* 
not in a corporeal fenfe ; nor would fiie'btf 
prevailed upon to defcend to dinner, not- 
" witiiftandffig :the' rcp^t0d ^foH^citaiiims^of 
lfet'4a*ffliips- '^ * •/. V * 


TIM in Hn-MOtlt. yl.59 

Sif WUlUcmopcmlf enjoyed her moniS^ 
cation, Mr. Stevens {iriyaieljr,v nor cmU 
hidy Brightlcy forbear fmiling, throagk 
'i^^hef m^rvJBS^ apirar fifttt^s wiies^qofi ble 

No^foooer did tbiai Uui!^ff'a$as &bride» 
t)mn dM- ioiiigpcr qf^mift Sbdibiiirne focurp^ 
%it!b dodUe ibrm:upon ihe .bfarc :pf JM[^ 
ISfevens, when* iiyipife of 4Uhis^$>Vt/^Qr 
WiniafD.perceivied bitaltened ftittr of inlii^^ 

and, in their evexiiagiiKalki.iDokJwi.40 
talk' concerning ic • ..vr 

i. .- . - • ^ 

/ ^Sievens^- " fitid^'eiWrnwieti * jmnr p^t 
^ is apparently difturbed, though the caiife 
* IS obfcure. If you will ingetiuouQy give 
^^'foe a. p^nticipation b your unet^n^rSf-I 
*'^ flibutd elleem it. as...ai particular, m^r^ftf 
9 your frkndfli4t),;.and.70tt might r^cl^u^in 
'^hfiy honour, ^ not lCL.ahu|b y^fijiic cf^i 
^^-cTence.' .,.,.., < ^,j 




"*: * A%, fir,*- replied Mr. ^veas,:f;jd0ft©i 
^infift iipoa. a difcovcry of my w<JaJtn§jfe^ 

Mlhould 


*"I fliould infallibly fmk in your opimon; . 
**was I' to c<:)rrip1y with the retjueft ycmnbvr* 
^*make.^'' ' • " ^ ' ^- '"' ' •'•' -^ • 

^ r. '- _ « ' _ , lij .. -^ V 1 . ; , . . ' ; i 1 . . - 

• • • * • i 

* If my- cuTiofity^; ' iv^ikfe* f ctrrtfefs If ^' 
•^greatly excited,' returned the baronet^ ^ 

♦ is painful to yon, f wih Uc^ifke tfie grati-- 

*^'ficatiofi of it to your repofe. ' Biat, fure1y(. 
^'Stevetis,' you -are fetting up^'ftrong hfii^' 

* Her to ' that unrefefvedfriendfliip f»Miw^ 

♦ gined we had entered into, and ^by whitife^ 
H ffipold 'h^e confidered' twyfelf bound lo 

• make you acquainted with, not only of* 

• a frail, but even a criminal, paflion^ or* 

* inclination, If attacked by feither the 6ne=^ 

* or the other.* * * -• * 




; '* I acknowledge,* replied the Ipver, * mf 

* prefent behaviour is derogatory tothege- 

* herat rules of amity, but I h^vc nwny 
•*objeftit>ns to crpofing niy weaknefs on 

* this occafion, as'—— ' Well, weH,*~ faid 
fir William, interrupting him, * you are 

* determined I (baU not miftake you for 

* perfedlion, by convincing me xhat tomt' 

• ' t thoughts 


* thoughts of your heart will not bear dif- 
^doling.' Mr. Stevens pauied, and then,, 
with an inquifitive and perplexed counte- 
nance^ faid, ' Will you give me leave fir to 

* a(k you one queftion ?' * Moft willingly,*' 
returned fir Williafn-, • and I prOmifcyoil 
^ a candid and unpremeditated anfwer.' * C 

* am fcnfible of your fupcriority,* faid Mr; 
Stevens, * in every generous fcntiment,. 
^ but will you not laugln when I beg to 
^ be informed with what eyes you beheld: 
f mifs Shelburne V 

K 

• You may depend, upon, my veracity,*' 
i^licd the baronet, * when I aflure you, 
"^ that I feel no other feniationv at the fight 

* of that young lady, than a tender com- 

* paflion for her declining ftate ; nor could 

* fhej I believe, even in the bloom or 

* health, infpire me with other ftntimenta.. 
^ The woman, Stevens,. that cao ever touch 
*^my heart, muft haVe a lively fen fibility, I 
^am not of fo flexible a nature, as to be 

* wrought upon by langullhment and me- 
^ kncholy. MifsShelburnc has the face of a. 

* Mag- 
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* brightened by coafcious.i^ivcK:fiij^ 9J^ 

* glowiog with exprelllon and youthful- vi- 

* YfK'i^f^^^ w^ich t^Bi|.l?«^snit5d;^^^c- 
•: cQu4 hyreonc, . ^d, 4eiicatc diipofitj^i^ ? 

* fucb,: ;»ifd Xuch/. oafxv .#^f t?F'.at>V.w 
1 pl«;a^,TOc„;,, And ^s.tfecrflyipslair tm^^ 
fpiHiwc!i6fWiJiH«»}i,af!6hiy,^\l»{i48fftg!tf^ 

^and tell mc truly, bf which of htib^Ut 

* charms has your heart bcenTubdued, and 

^wki(» i2^^h&^ 35QU fi»fc affunwdl her 

n.J\4^*i]St«|vent i«As notjaJittk'chaciritt^ 
<at iir WrUisicn's rarlkrjF^ . w ratber^a$ndit 

in his opinion^, the-d^d^^fb/^^ut^ 49^/7'^ 
vras called). of mifs Shelburne, was infr 

.^uly , iQore.' aitradtiif^ than.^be. f^buft- 

,<ircu]i9Ei %<»> and. ruddy ^^^ks,^[:<9^r-a 

(:&M!«:dy, jj^jcif^ A. Mttilhisi .qnJyiV defij^^k- 


Sifflniimodc 5f 'ijplmbn', fcetw^cn'his pa^i 
irbh and-hirrilHf.- ■ ''■• •-•• ■■ ■"■-■■■-'■' 

♦•dblge mil wfth the partifctilars of thiJ 
*• lady's* conquc ft. How was you'firft fewseti ? 
••*rbA Jt by rur|)«te, oi!' ^raduara<Jvancrc3 ? 

^^rmialt^Kavc tf 'Atfcrfbea to itt<*r 
fa caft,.I'iio^;i m^M^ttier d»]r^^^ 


• * r I 


*-to give a circumftantial ac«<MiAt'>(^^«tl6el' 
* the cooimencemenr, or progrefllon of this 
>> tender iocUiia«i(}0/ ^mte flVlMclft 1t4»n : 
f'V^Skm trich vrnatmijr ^CMocrhing tti 1^ 
*^tHdt'I^amyttttia<lftfred/ ttfe iMi»«ffi6t^t^ 
''"h^ i!iig^'Ci' ti&i^'4^tl^<k'.t\fm»ittatef bvlt 

*| «0 britveZ-feidthfe-l^ronct,' ^thialj^rf- 
^-dftedr'myfriettd'.foufitfig o<ret' hdad and 
"^arSi' '^nd ^n)()er^Hg:^to'& va^ exMninat ttfh 
^*^ik» tbtikaufe of (tK^li 'ailiv-lu «»fo^^imab ^p. 
**im i. itKTt&ti that yow witt hot, yi^**<b 

* thot- 


^mrami of i«du4i)g;|tM4»i90uy«^)^^r' 

^::a lov^ki^ 'linKlvd IfouMk^ 'facial'i, <^ttftliot 


* 1 


f - . '. - 

t * W*icti I> behold/ <feid -Mr; S«cvM 
f thirloye}y gi;l» I <»iv almod fo pr'0|>hiio^ 
^and romaa;ticai-t;d thinks ifut faer «n^«jl}lir 
^ form wouid require otiif a trifimg tmn»- 
f^iofmAioft td becoi^e^attAFeMlile t^^ at 
f kail our Kfeas: of, sa^ b^w^y^i^^f^ 
t Yet .the liac ortsiiui^ if iockiinzeao 4yioi^ 
* ulity^ ltn4 its atte^Kh^t cmfei^mMtK^ 
,* putrefaftiw ami*rcdu6l;ion to duft. Noiv 
^ tn a fimt fseriod «&er her tc^d^n heart 
-^IhpxMwAio baut^ aaidv^tim ftfcuhfiqf 
f artrkulatioa be doii^^btr hacmaoioUs^ 
*aJ!jd unoflfendiiig. tongue, wouH "(be be 
A diftuiguilhabk from ihp onbredviHager,.. 
^ or pra&iced iaifle: one; This ift^ a b^wi- 
.*:i}*tiAg view of man's earihiy ftate< Ijuc 
,^ estfajjcs our coacef^ioos «yf ,a. c^lcfiiat 


J ^:bwaf»rrf to interrupt yw,* feid fif 
^yMM3i^ itLTWic.fttblHttf refloftiofts^ 'but 

'^ monty l«di(3rQM< I .w;tflitbink4Xiig|)Siei 

* vQikh ' thdt Qpold your heart and my an- 
** cient 'Eunt'B be diflefled, vsthout Uny 

* injury to their feveral pofleiTors*, whethd* 
.^ Ipw^n^yaur/ hr^y m^ld be^ found }$ die hvt 

*(in,l3tr-^^ itil nm^oovinc^d t^fiat sitcnerable 
^ vtr^ isf» udMnCedi by t)b8.gbod:^ou^ 
^ rate's infptcajtion^ in that foft pafTion wft 
*-S[i^\ all cxpertex9ce .at'tbe long ron/ 
^ Wiiatvfoitiidaticm/ oDetartied Mr. Sic^ 
ATCStt, r^/cao' yoa f Qffii%;:b8vc:fbr/fuch 9l 

I t t } t • . . 

^ The ]|iR)fr« in&lKbte TSfson earth/ .ret 
irfffd the baroDet) ^her c\9n intelligcmt 
^ eyMy raad fpeakhig^bdiaTioufi I ^am ikA 

* fuch'a TM)itkje, bM f can perceive ^ttef, 
^*i?wv trtt^bs Mvimj ^vamt mended from 'hfs 
^ I49tgue. And if his beare was not totally 
"* pecpified, and his apprehenrftoo irrepit^* 
^ ably ioft, be woold have madoi. her, lon^ 

* before this tin>e, a teoder of the cincy d^ 

•a proof 


.• « 


•^a.^»of of the, gpq^oft of the otbo^]) % 
*Mn^ b€r to ti>p.flyick.|:hif;9ioj;piiigi,J?j^ 

' I perccivc'd,. indB;cd,'. . ^^jm^ vM^- 
^teven^, .* tb^t the Jady . .wa$,/f jf ti^fgx^j5jflj9iv 
^'tified and diicompofcd^ s^.^Ry^ ffPSH^ 
^^rchtnding, in the leaft, either, yout 

* 8a??p?fljft «^c«"iV:iw i>fi»ihra^y« mk 

* before he will catch fire ; Ui>lef9,-'^ai^d^ 

* .the bufy jnifchievous deity, could recover 
.*>^^S8!j^«»'l»4v;?5^.t^^e?^t^o»5.and^jpkw 

• " ^ ' ^« heart 




*' heart. What a field of diverfion,* conti- 
•tinued- ^fif "William, ''' will her affeAcd pa- 
radt, -yrtd; dH^gaVdtd di^fay of withered 
charms' kflford'us, 'if this unlaclcy * meta-r 
* morphofis of yourfclf, docs not difqua- 
'* lify you, fbr attending to the curious opc- 
^'^Wiohs'df love, in the' brcaft of this ari- 
•^^'ta^Ht Bulcrnea.* i' 

"Mr, Stevens frrrtlcd, and prbmifed to conl 
tribute the utmoft in his power, to the 
young barotict*s entertainment, and they 
rekh'etfiionlt in-pnopci- fckfon'fbf actbnipa- 
nyrA^ lady BHgT^tfcjr' in 'aft* eaflf iupptr. 
Mts. Anil w^ iitit lb far rtcoverexi as 'to 
mafe her appearance, having been attack- 
id, during their ibfcnce, with a violent 
^trk *fic, which- had lift her rn-^a' ^wetlk 
<^(f RfeV. ' ' SlrfVfmtti • Waii Kbwwtr, 
iblt Wy fop^rt ifoch' afflifting; 'Aewrf, fWm 
the bar^ hope of bfcholding hcf the cnfu- 
Ing mom. • . \ * 

^'Mri:' i?rfa'^rnift Shfc'W>brn<;'wavfey, tills 


Jt^ . Each ^ex iir 

^rillagars, by whom their fiiie <:|oa0ls <^ 
field io high refpd^. Madjips ww 9tlo#€4 
by every one, to be s^ .comely joHy w<«ii|i^ 
4duc the wbey-&ce of poor 0if& La^ 
plcafed but few. Some of the v^i^ ooa^'Of 
the ^ace, faid. Ma hip the young gendo- 
nvoman was love-fi^lc, and if 'Aat was ibe 
(cafe» her father and niocher were guSty isf 
downright murder; as cknying her niarry- 
thc par/cm the had a mind to, was notkiRg 
. .-clfe in the varfal world, but kifling her, if 
Hie broke her heart about it. This cdo* 
je^lure circulated from houfe to faoofe» 
and like ft roliing^iHie, on a nnio0y ground^ 
increafed by progrcflJort. At the firft cot- 
tage, fhe was barely im<i§ined tabc a dc- 
fpairing inamorato, at the laQ: (he wi|S 
confirmed {oy without a doubt ^ and many 
notable circunfiftanqes related^ ^at left 
the validity of this afTertton indi^uiable. 

This report was like moft others, boA 

with and without foundation. It's true, 

, the young lad/s heart was infbrnied with 

a. degree o^ uac^i^on feiifil^y, butilc 

was 


^Msfiifafequent t6 hit arrival at Brigbdey, 
Siikl ttither improved, than impaired her 
bt^iti** ,Siie was ignorant of Mr. Stc« 
vens's fortune, family, and fituacion at 
tady Brighcley^s, bat was not blind to the 
graced. of his |>errofl, or ftriking endow- 
ments of bis mind. His ^afe, politenefs^ 
humanity, and genteel addrefs, taught 
her heart a^n approbation it had ever be- 
fore been a ilranger to. She coniidered 
lir William as an accompUfhed youth, 
growing up to that petfeAion his compar 
nion appeared in her eyes to have attain- 
ed) and it occurred to^^ her imagination^ 
how litcle violence (he (hould do her in(:li« 
nation was her father or mother/ to com-*' 
mand her tol>e(low fome favourable confi-i' 
fideration on fucK a man. Mr. Peat her 
father's partner, became more hideous to 
her recoUed ion, than ever, and even deaths 
feemed now more eligible to her, thaa 
fucb an union; 

^rs. Shelburne^ defirous of being cot\^ 
fidercd as only in the meridian of her days, 
^ Vol. L I though 
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though dcqleijfiQij, r^fber.th^ mn^ip3jj|^ 

tr^ might be afcf ibed W ^er^ jiSe^fd tQ 

treat her daughter 'as a chij(i^ in,,Tp,hipti 

iilly condudt, her oBHging hrothef^ XQud^- 

fcended.to ape her. Po^^r iiiifs Luqy .ha4 

but an uneafy ti^me oF it, between her 

mother's affedatioa, 'angf Her ^tuicl^'s ,negr 

Jeft of her. , . _..,„ 

,...(. t . • ■ » . - •• f • -- - >-' 

The third morning after, the arrival o£ 
thefe ladies^ and the fucceedinor one" to 
Mrs. Ann Brightley's extreani indiJpofi- 
tion, as ali;eady mentionedj^' whrch one 
might's fleep intirely overcame^ did this 
6bligjng lady fo far difpenfe with her ufii'al 
formality, decorum, and puhaUFo^ as to 
fend a meflagc to Mrs. Shejburne, Mr. 
Slaughty> and' his niece, informing them, 
that (he intended dropping in upon them, 
between fhe hours of eleven and ohr, to 
Bavp a little chat with them ; which piece 
of condefcenfloA was properly received by. 
the polite Londoner and her rural bro- 
ther. 

Pre- 


I 


Preparatory to this intended vifir, did 

tliis I^ dedicate the Kours ttom tbc liflhg 

ftin Until the breakfiifl: (ummonv to her 

toHer; and made her appearance with ftiff 

referve, and apparent retention of refent* 

ment. Her drefs was as ungraceful and 

unbecoming^ as elabo^e indaftryy anti* 

quated tafte, and unflcilful afllflance could 

render it. The pins that conBncd this 

lady's cloaths^ and gave, to each platt,. iti 

^articobf appoiocmeot^ were, modeftly 

ipeakingi fufRdionttd have plentifulty fur* 

oiflied a new beginner in the myft'ery, mt 

dnd prof(r{Eon of a habeydaiber^ in ihatioM 

portant article. 

Tht futt of. linen felefled uponr tbil oc« 
cafton^ had n6t ften the light, fincc ithe 
preceddng yeair of the* baronctfs imivity>. 
mdSiemtd to vie in colour wiiili. the. wtH> 
er's complexioou 
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ADY "Brightleyv with lier ufiial 

. iriendlincfe, bid her filler * good 

* morrowS on her taking her 

feat at the breakfiaft table, but 

Kceiucd ^no other return, thananaffeac4 

. The young ' gentlemen addrelfed Bcr^ 
coniformable to her ladyfliip'5 condcfcend- 
ing example, with the accuftomcd morn- 
K^ jcivilities, and had a look returned' full. 
4)f difapprobation and difdaixi* 

Her lady Qiip was extremely puzzled to 
^ieli the caufe of her fifter's extraordinary 
i^chaviow, until Mtjs. ^pp, drawing on a 

pai^ 


pair of white gloves, * begged to know if- 

fhc^mjgbj. be*, peitnittpd to/take wv ©f 

h«r Jadylhig's fQatmeii;^ as far as Mr, 

Slatigfitci^^ ? • • . ; . . 

» 
Lady Brightley could not refrain' from, 

fmiling at this primitive virgin^ and told. 

Ker, (he was heartily 'welcome tp com-, 

niand the' Attendance of the man mo(t 

favoured" amongft her fnjaU tetijpije. Mrs^ 

Ann's checks 'betrayed the unkincl coh^* 

flruftion (he put 'upon her ladyfibip^ ln(i- 

nuation, of , her having a preference, for 

one male domeftlc more than anothi^r. • I 

^acknowledge/ faid (he, with ahafltimea 

air,, 'I am no ftranger to the number of 

^ your lady(hip*s menial fervants, but know 

* not the face 'of one fellow from another/ 

* I thought fifter/ returned lady Brightlev, 
(determined to mortify this haughty prude) 
**your piety had taught you a'' very difffer- 
*'ent leflbn. Is not the immortal part or 
»;the meaneft of our fellow creatures, 

* equally valuable in the fight -of their and 
J'our creator, as the greated:' m'onarchf 

I 3. *An(I 
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^ Arrd ^haB'WC not ill, 4rt the Jong rim^ lie 

* reduced^O'tme common llandardy ^ Jdkft. 
•in proportion W.oUTl deferte^iiCbofc- 

* qucntly.abU accidental djffeiftncc.oftforr 

* tune, vhich no one can commaad, xnigbt 
*. not to affedl the mind of any fober chrit. 

* fwn, in Tuch a manner, as to , iridlicc 
« ,theqi. to overlook prdcfpifc-afioMfer ^001?- 
*po0ti6n with, .their own, bccayfe. diftiji- 
^ guilhed with the badge of feryitudfg . ifir 
2 Bead Qtf^ blue ribband/ 

■ * « * • > 

: Mrs..Aan choCbnpr to makeaoj^n^ 
.ftoht^Jadyfliiipw themfore Tang the beUrfdt 
to attendant^ .aaid curtfying with, a ridkui- 
ibuB iofiuality, ain^iy the tript fto the tJo^tSt 

0£ hi^r dfitage, or Adauratioo. 

♦ •• 1, 

ihcreafed, as her Mer's goodl^umour di« 
<nii)i(hed, for as (he dreaded no evil equal 
xo \}ss4 fepar^tiPB from her Ion, fhe coafi« 
dered w agreeable home» as^an abloiute 
*^miiiU:..ta fcciire bis voluatary cfittti* 
fiuange % and as her ladyi(hip had the plea- 
ioie to obfervcy that Mr. Stevens, inftead 

of 


«f ftrikiiTg'oat rifci fdertes of h^pplntfs to 
pleifc the youiig baronet, inferrfSbly recon- 
ciled him to his old one^, he pofifeflbd no 
incbnndtrable' Ihare of her el^^ai and ap- 
probation. 


» • * » 


Mfs Shdburne bping^maae of little 
C0ftfirq"dchcc with the triurtiviratc it hortic, 
took the opportumfy of her hiofhefs and 
uncle's engagenacnt' with* Mxs. Ann, • to 
Itialce a vltit to lady Brightleyi who ¥ece'iv« 
tsd. liter witTrthe utmoft kindncfs. ' Ma- 
Sam/ ftid thb ytfunglady, *l«rcaBy Und 
^'tii^ bouts in this Kent, peaccfurretrfcati 
^'xntctatiaioniy tediocrs ; i muft tberefooe 
^ intreat y^ur permf/Hon for free accefs to 
*• your lady thip'sr library^ for bpoks of - cn- 
•"tertainmcnt 5 my uncle's ftudy being 
^ chii5f]j5 compofed of authoi'S in the learned 
Mahgufcgis.^ 

Lady BrigHtley replied, That (he mull 
Ynake intereft with her fon and his friend, 
Dli^ho (he knev^ could accommodate Ker, 
*for, a& to my part,* continued 0ie, *'€X~ 

■ I 4. .*«cl>« 


• cept in the dovotional-wajr, I am not m^ 

* trefs of the fmalieft cohesion/ Mr. ^t^e- 
vens, proud to oblige, whtre he was cothpeh 

Jed to love, gladly undertook to fupply this 

yoang lady with a lucceffiori of bothirrtr 

proving and diverting^ authors,, during 

ficr continuance in the country, for whicfi^ 

obliging oflfer, mifs Lucyj was not dcfii 

cicnt ih'acknowlcdgments^ ^ 


..i. * ' 


' Mrs. ShclBume, thougfi far from being 
endowed with uncommon intclleftual gifts, 
was neverthelefs fuJEciently ^quickfight- 
ed, to difcover the cftcem and zppfoiystf 
Uon Mrs.. An tt Brighiley entertained for 
her brother, aad',^^ unmedjktely on- tliat 
good lady's departure, communicated her 
obfcrvations and fentiments^ 

m " 

the curate*s intereft was too deeply copV 
cerned in an event of fuch importance, to 
liften to this flattering, and uncxpcftcd 
difcovery, with indifference, or inattention/ 
He, however, anfwered with the true tent^ 
per of a fceptic, that he. feared his fifter's 

coa* 


oonje6turcs were i:ntirely gr^undlefe, sii( 

that lady had, to his certain knowledge, « 

fortune Qf', Gve thoufand pounds, in her 

o'wp icjirpoHnU >^kL Jk<r nephewt* a hand* 

lb^e« living in: hts^ on the decejife of th«^ 

prefent incun:ibenc, \;vdbo was upwards oi^ 

njnpt;y.. . Mrs.. Shelburae was; elated at 

thiq^ intelligence, and congratolated hioi 

on his profpedl ofvprefcrpfnt. .:,Sh€:'a^- 

ded^ good fortune was. welcosne at all 

tim^^y and every- dog^ ibc,;was. ^onvjnCr- 

ed» had his day, fboioeror later. ^ TQ.bci 

furc, Co honourable and ;^dva(U^g^us,:^tV 

ajliance^was very, ddinjblo../ A^d,:fejrQ^^efJ^ 

CQntmucd^fbey:.^ifW^ ^^^^9k'^(^.^kiWi 
*^ the iron is; bp^iro^ defer vc n^ey^nftw ?lfti 

* have fortune come home to^xou, %^ jflfp^Jft 

♦ juftly be faid to do in this refpedl.* IVir*. 
Slaughter felt, the fpirit of a mortal tmtt 
within, hjra, wjiiqh (uggefted to ^Jjis^ jifr^ 

therit;o hi^mble^ .^^^^» ^ 9199^^ W9P9^f^^i 
otvapity and. ambuior\;,.i]ieverthcle><SjaiH 

unconquerable awe and di/^^^n^^ pJ^iif?fJ^^ 
about his beft refol/es, and continually, 

'^" \ ' I'- 5 left. 
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Mi bim in an indeterminate; $nd vrrf^p}ptc 




Notw^itbftanding ^i$ innate pHfil^i^ 
inity, he had his razpr new fct by fhc bcft 
'Operator in the viHage, which weapon was 
daily exercilcd, to remove every roiogh: C3t- 
uberance from hh reverecid dhm;. Xi^ 
inferior articles of linen, and itV^y. ctiM 
neceflary article of drcfs, was duly attend* 
cd to^ and Mr. Slaughter, naturally a 
flovf rt, was, by the prevalence^ of love, am- 
]$ifion» vanity, or perhaps, their umted 
force, ep^bled to overcome and fubdue 
liis attachment 'to a rufty coat, dirty fliirt, 
^combed perriWig, and a total iiegleft of 
^8 whole perlbn« 

He redoubled his diligent endorvour t^* 
fdkafe Mrs; Ann, but to a dedaration of 
htti paflioiju he remained unequal. And 
Jilrfi. Shelburne* was, at laft obliged to uik 
fAcrtakc that important talk. 




» ,* *» 


TM^i^ Humour;. 175 
Kllfs Lucy began to receive great be- 
nefit from the air, and her father impa- 
tiently expefted her return, fo that Mrs. 
Shelburne thought (he had no time to lofe, 
\7ithTefped to her brother. It was, there- 
fore^ concerted between them, that Mrs. 
Ann. (jK>uld be purpofcly drawn away from 
the reft of the company, by the politic 
Mrs, SKeibume, the very firft favourable 
opportunity^ that fliould- occvir, and the 
curate*i Idng ftiffled and violent paflldn, 
declared to the arbitrcfs of his fate •, by her 
reception of which information, tTieir fu* 
furc meafurcs were to be fcgiUatcd'. * '* 

Mr. Stevetis's heart, from its nevr affi 
iachment, underwent the utmoft tormeriti 
of fufpence, affcclion, and fclf-humilia- 
ticn. The dej)feiidance of his fituation, 
hk obfcurc profpedls, nay, abfolute* red\fci 
tioir once, more ta the toweft ebb of adver-* 
ftty (was he to forfeit fir William Bright^ 
ley*s favour) were cutting rtfletftidn^': 
Could he, cqnfiftently with ho:QO.uri foliclc 
iii,^i Shelburne*s attachment to his fmall 

1 6 meriti 
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Vnferits^nljrf or how dcmonftratc his. cHf^ 
mterefted iaclinauon under itich diSidvmh- 
tagcotis* circatnftancts ?.(fouy tfedh^fatcs 
have been cevcrfedi Be vroiiJ<J iTcffdfb:wilSi 
how much plea&re ^heccablrf^flritV^riWcr 
from dependance and uncertainty, zdd'givc 
her a legal participation of bis large poflef- 
fions.; but as that was irapo^lc^ir&.was 
.^pQH: the brink of defpondcncc*: - ^- '.r. 

An honeft pride reftrained hfrn frona 

communicating his diftrefs to Ibe generous 

baronetj left he (hould mifinterpre^ the 

Bfiemtion of his tnisfftftuftes, intt> 1sl ptt^- 

ilvfnptiO]^on> or indirect appfieation toVhidfi 

for redrefs. He was well acquainj^d v^itfe 

^ihe extenfive benevotence of this younff 

"genttemai!!^ difpofition^ imt he was^'^like- 

/vi^ife, well acquainted with his fbbordiat- 

tioriJto his mother, and accoumablene^ 

.(at leaSr for a ihort period) to his guandf- 

ans. Had fir WiUiam*s pubHc intenilt 

bcfin adequate to the obtaining an adrarf- 

tageous eftaUiOinient for him in aiijr poit 

pt , pri&feffion,. he wpiild have caft oflT the 

fcverc^ 
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f;veccrcQaftrahit:he laboured under, hut as 
the youag gentlernair had no other power- 
aDf/ beftot^ingv Dfaan a part *of hts inherit- 
' Iftf ccy ' he iddt)iniiincd tb jecnain for evcJr\ 
i^l^nt^ both with refped to the lady} and Kia 
friend; 

About tTifs rime,. Mrs. Shclburne- re- 
ceived a letter'from her hufband, urging 
her fpccdy return, and informing her, that 
Kis worthy friend, Mr. Peat had declared 
Himielf defirous of efpoufing their daugb- 
ter Luc^, witKout requiring one.fhillingj 
V?ith her, durrpg their fives, and.qflfcire^j^ 
EeQde^^ to make her. a (ettlemeatof jcighc 
hundred pounds per ani)uiB» 


♦ • 


Mrs« Shdburnc.was (o tranfported witli 
tlui;pieoe of intelligence,, that (he had ix>t 
* patience to wait her daughter's return fron^ 
we hall, Mrhere fixe was upuOn a vifit^ ^he^ 
the letter' arrived,^ but went abruptly to 
hdy Brightley> and imparted this (to 
1|er agreeable) oews^ with a mo(f unfpa« 

fboaMe 
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ibnable and unbecoming frahknefs,. before 
the "^ hole company. 

Happy was it for each of the lovers, that 
Mr. Stevens was not prcFent at that horrid 
jtjnfture, as the whole fecret of his heart- 
would have been inevitably betrayed. Mifi 
ShelburneV painful emotions were vifible- 
to every one, but her undifcerning^and un- 
feeling nKKher, and filled each bread: with^ 
tender compailion* Sir William inftantly 
withdrew, to prevent his friend's return- 
ing, to learn the fatd tyclings, And kind^ 
amufed him, under various pretences^ Uafll" 
he found the ladies were gone. • , ' 

• ' ' '.' 

His apprehehfioQS for his peace werr^* 
however, far from fubfiding, as*he was too* 
well acquainted with his mother'is difpoft-' 
tlon, not to be certain of her* remarking lb' 
particular an incident tp them. By way of' 
converlktion he, therefore, judged it molt 
friendly, to prepare Mr. SteVens for the fe- 
vere, unavoidable blow. With this intfcnft/ 
he propoied retiring to aa alcovei; in aprf-, 

vatc 


vace part of the garden^ for an k<mr of 
two, the fun (faining, at (hat ji^n&ure^ widii 
great power, 

Mn Ste^cnsh heart inrvolantariry inif^ 
gave hipi, and he fiiently attended the ba- 
roncc'afteps, in a ftate of mind not eafy to 
k^ dcfcribcd. So foon as they were fe&ted, 
fiF ^yilliamaddrefled him, with the utmoll 
temdemefs. * My friend,* faid he, * your 
^ philofophy and good fenfe are now threat* 
^ ened with a ievere tryal ; but, as difap* 

• pointment is alone the unerring touch-* 
^Ho{»e of intelleAual perfe<£Vion3| I have 
f great hopes you will ■ come off with ho-* 
^ nour. It is a painful tafk I have aflbtned; 
•but, as your knowledge of this evil is-ih- 

• evitable, I thought it incumbent on m/ 

• friendfhip to acqu&mt you with tt w'ito« 
*,tirementy and withfome little prepat^ 

, Mr, Stevens was greatly alarmed, but 
unable to alk a fingle queftion. The fpeak* 
ing anguifli and apprehenfion in his coiin« 

tenancc 


tenance {hook the <barofi^-s rcfolutMyi^ 
Hbwevcr, after ibtne npioentS' Fecoljc^r 
tion, he proceeded^ ' I wifll, , §tei5^p^ ^ 
^wtts in mjr power 'to gtjid ^U bitter pj^^ 
** afflidioa^ . with,., even ^the moft-. diftiSMUs^ 

* hope } but as there appears not ,the kaft 
•-flattering ray, I cannot anfwer it tq^fQS: 
•"a&ftion to deceive you.- It isnec^i^^ 
•you (hotild. exert yfisv ttiaK>ft enck^rour^ 
^ to con<)ueryouK tender incliaation for miis 
•^'Lucy ShelbAme, as fate fkcms to have al* 

• lotted her ibr fome happier man than 
*ypu. • Her. mother has juft received a. 
•^lummoos f^msi herfathef^ to r^tura im- 
•vfnediately toLondon^ in jordet^o effe&. 
•tt.umcm betsKreea his daughter and a. 
•wealthy friends of his j infinitely fuperio^ 
S;^ her in age, as well as fortune/ The 
y^^g. geatktnan. >vast deq>Jy affe&ed ^y^ 
1^mtclii^QiSe^..lHit^he.had Qever k-^' 
dulged the vaitv expectation of fuccei^> aaci 
was ignorant of mils Shclburne's fenti* 
flfieittSrwith refpe<5t to him^ the (troke was 

Rpt fa violent as the hun^ne barcmcrt had^ 
a|it«rehjende.d4. • Your generous confidci:a-j 

, . '*ti(Jft 


/ • 


• tion for my pcac6,' faid Mr. Stevens/ lam 
^ truly fenfible of| and believe me fifj wlien, 
^ £ aflure you, I look upon it as mj; greatest 

• happinefs. Had not chancC' brought me 
*^ acquainted with this amiablexreature, my, 

• felicity would have been toovperfcA; en* 
^ abled as I am, by your beneficence, to 

• ffejoice my mother's heart with fdutary 

• 'fiipplics, and prcferve my dear fitter from 
t the dimcultiea of life^ I dare not row9 
t.mwr at. this . prefect. calamity^- wbic;h.my 
f youthful fenfibility has brought upon me^ 
^.but will endeavoiir to extra^ advantage 
; from rhisfortync. This imprellion t)f niy 
^ heart will infure me from . every future 
*. danger, which,; to one in ray fituation, 
*' ought to boi no trifling faiisfadion; I will 

* r 

*.not a(k how this lady is to be difpofccj 
f of 5 1 hope it will be with the perfect coat 
f currcncc pf her own inclination, and tho 
f event cannot then fail to be happy .^ 

On their return to the houfe,, they found 
it defer ted by its inhabitants, ••a melTagt 
liaying/come,Jn their abfence, -from Mu 
... / * iSiaughtcr*s^ 


Slaughter's, rrqaeftitig»thtgo*<i'TA(3ltt t/li^ 
lit^ble^attendatice on mils ShdbUfne,^ Who- 
i«rastakeik fp ciHrretiitly ill, 6h h^Tetbfit 
hcrm'^, that ber Jife i^as tbobght tb i>e In: 
great tlang». 'Ker toVer was ^IbOii; wn- 
^nted, by this fatd htfofrtiation^ -thai lie- 
had triumphed without a viftdry j Sfl'^Ws- 
idblmibii^ tfnd htrotc nfignadbh^ fot^fttfk 
kim^. ^ad be a&ed the {Mft e^ ^ mdrai- 
irtiiA, m deeply .lameRtmg; thfc tim^itteljr 
£ite t(f this i*OTthjr ytjung ii<Jyi « Sir 

• Wmiarft,H«idH*r. *teV8tts, lootcing^ldly^ 
opDii him, ^ 1 tfm not now the 'only uriftfr- 
^ttmate bring ti^on- earth j. mw 'will ithut 
f gencleman onii^rbom, lf(rt*a few inatnvM;^ 
^ ago, you beftowed the ej)ithet of lMip*l)yf 
^ have fnuch paore to tyoatt of than' niyfd£ 
^ Hcj. perhapsi, may hUve the fobthidg ftgn- 
f fi)htioo of knowing he w^s beloved ; bur 
t eveq that reflexion xnu'ft augment, fithcp 

• tljan alleviate,, his affiiftion; Mis pofltf^^ 
t fionsy though they could recomniend hin^ 
^ to her relations^ and obtain her fisvour^, 
^rannot redeem her from the grave,, or 
f ^tea her fmallell departing agonies- 

! JBcrhags. 
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^ Perhaps even now ben heart has resigned 
'^ its gentle putfation» her eyes bade adieu to 
^ ita.cvcigr furroun^^g cibjeft, and thpfe 

* lips, that fo latclf gave utterance to deli*. 
^ cacy and truib> become cold^ motionlefs^ 
f and livid.* 

It * 

: ;5h* ^'William advifed his friend to retire 
^iiis^apairt^iieiify to conceal hi3 difordeiv 
^nd promi&d to bring him, with the ut^ 
ipoft fmcerity^ the v/ery firft newa lie ftioi»I(| 
iiear relative to mifs Shelb'urne's health. ^ 

* « 

In a fbort time lady Brightley returned^ 
ftnd informed the baronef, that the yx)uds 
lady was much better^ tliough inaneiCT 
treme weak condition. ^ I am moH: rii> 
^t)tti^j cbmjefntd' for her,' continued thii 
|;obd 'J^y>^^ And beholdi, ivkh 4iorrbr md 

* dncftaticffty the kicoi'rigiblc barbari^'of 
? her mother.* Mifs Lajc/s nature is uh- 
^ commonly tender, «nd une<^ual to fup- 
' port either harflmefs or feverity j it is», 
J therefore, iafinitely tfcT be latocated, that 
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^the has not a more humane diiftofitioR tdH 

fdcalwhh.* ' " ■ ■;* " 


•^JDo you appreKendr tnaaamr fai^ ' fl^^ 
William, * that mifs Shelburnc is in a daii* 
•' gerous way V * I greatly fear/' returned 
her ladyflaip, * her delicate fpirits have re- 
'^ qeived a &vere fhock, from the propofal- 
^ of a difagreeable match ; and, as fhe was 
•"before very far advanced, ia axiecUne, I 
,^ think it is to Be much fesgred that (he will 

* never recover it. If her mother, indeed,. 

• could be prevailed upon to let her con- 
*^tinue in the country fpme time, ^withput 
^ her company^ perhaps the 2ur, and kind 
♦*freatment^ might have; a : happy, cffcft i^ 
•but I imagine fuch an cvcnt^can hevcc 
f be brought aboiu:.** 

Sir William found but fmalrconlblationr 
for his friend, in lady Brightlcy*s account 
of poor mifs Shelburne's condition ; but 
Idid not fail, agreeable to his promife, to 
make a faithful report of it. Mr. Stevens 
had. prepared himfelf Or thie worfl, ahdl 


•^THEiR Humour; itck 

was convinced, on an impartial examina^ 

rtxon of his heart, that this lady's tranHa- 

rtioh t(Ja ftate of permanent felicity, would 

•^^c iafiinitcly more fupportabic to him, than 

the knowledge of her being facrificed toaa 

unworthy, wealthy wretch, the choice of 

Jierparents only. . . 

« 

Mr. and Mrs. Finch were made privy t9^ 
the caufe of Mr, Stevens's indifpofition, by' 
the baronet ; who, moft pathetically, fym- 
^thized with his friend in his affliftiotu , - 

Mr. Shelburne was, at this junAure,'- 
nnoft fortunately vificed with a fevere fit of * 
rthe gout, a diforder to which he was annu- • 
;a:lly fubjedt j and as his beloved wife was 
always* his nurfe and companion, during 
fpch attacks, and contributed, by her (kill 
in the noify and mafculine game of Back- 
gammon, in great meafure, to beguile 
his p^in s her return home, confcquently, 
became eflential to his happinefs, in thi» 
hour of affliftion: and Ihe, accprdingly, 
received a fummons, with a pofitive injunc- . 

tion. 
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tipn^ not to leave LuQy behind, unlefs QxCl 
had reafon tOtapprehend the fatigve q£ ti^ 
journey would occafion her^a relapfe. - 

» 
This certain eoptingency ' determined^ 

Mrs. Shelburn6 to commir Jier to the cane 
of Mrs. Alice; her brother's ingenious 
houfckeepcr ; and flie faid; Ihe hoped the 
g9od ladies, at the Hall, would be fo.kkkl 
as to look in upon her now and then. 

t . * 

Her hulband's diforder wot being of 
either an uncommon or dangerous nature, 
Mrs.>Sh€lbume was a woman of fuch pi?u- 
dencc, that Ihe did j[iot,fuffer herfelftobe 
difcompofcd, or lofe fight of. her brother's, 
intereft, with relpefl: to Mrs. Ann 5 and^, 
therefore, the preceding evening of her 
departure for London, fa induflrious was 
(Ke, as to obtain a happy opportUDity^ - 
ioipartiiDg her brother's pafliop- to.thedc?* 
lighted.eafs of thatiavoluutary \nrgixu 

Mrsi Shelbucne fetched, a viekn^ com^ 
pais, before iba wosr at^lc tb attaia the 

great 


thiffe preciQU3i morm:Qt3:ixi|'unacc€r^y. par 
Tade, and iotroda&ioa^. vviiiclv (be migh^ 
without the leaft oSence to either the pride 
iOj .vanity, of Mrs. Ai>p» have ocnployed t^ 
much. hetter:a4vaiitagje« 

. 'She hfCQ^fimtlk&YAngp diat> to be fare, it 

"was a great piece 6f prefufiriiption in i\of 

brother to think of fuch a lady as her, bat 

love wi%^ not a]\ica]^ to b« istS&ed, bec^ufe 

tth^ Qhj^St wa9 fupwiQC4 nor did Qx^ Rnxtttx 

hcxkli wijobr the ba^«e. ho^ -of obtaininig a,n}f 

<)ther hoQoac, Q£ oo^deiceodj-ng €(»>fideiav 

ti9Q ibi; him, than bes coto^^icm i and 

that he* h^ad; dedai^cd tofcer* wit^/te94rfiy on 

rf v^lias ti^is.gr:a9d.ife^mt..of hi^heart, ths^ 

he would^ rathejr 4i^ thaoM incui: the xiUh 

ipkafure of Mxs^ Anw Bug htlc]^ 

, . The tender aod aqpiable fcnj&tion of pitj^ 
operated ftrougly upon the heart of tho 
gentle Mrs* Ann^ 'm bchalf^of her Inimbl© 
and. refpe&ful. adorer,, aod Ihe let drop 
niaoy.ci;ifiojaraging,ex:()reflioas. Mrs. Shel- 

burnc 
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-burne did not fail to improve this^ Itrd^ 
tnotnent, and^ being iniftrcfs of the moSt 
pcrAiafive eloquence, pleaded the loverfs 
Icaufc fo irrefiftibly, and^ confcquently, ef! 
feduallyt that Mrs. Anne, at length, con* 
fen ted to receive a literary declaration, *smd 
acknowledgment, of Mr. Slaughter'^ ad- 
miration xifj and devotion to, her incom* 
parable charms, 

« 

Mrs: Shelburne es^tolled the good lady's 
condefcenffon to the flcies, trongratulated 
herfelf cm having been tlie humble inftru^^ 
melt of iier brother'^ fupcrlative felicity, 
and took her leave foon after, in order to 
difbarden her communicative heart of its 
undue weight, as Ihe was not blefTed with 
the faculty of keeping a fecret. Mrs. Ann's 
refle(flion$.were now mod delectable ; the 
delicacy and ardour of Mr. Slaughter's 
paflion met with her higheft approbation. 
His narrow xircumihinces, confined prot 
peft, nor her own fortune, appeared, any 
longer, impediments*, for, in her youthful, 
romantic imagination, almighty love was 

capable 


tipabledf producing as cxcraordiriary and 
happy confequences, as ever took poffcf- 
fion of the mind of an hermetick philofo* 
pher, juft upon the point of having, as he 
thinks, arrived at a difcovery of that great 
fecret v/hich is to reward him for his many 
anxious days, and fleeplefs nights. Sir Wil- 
liam foon penetrated into the origin of the 
apparent felf-fatisfaftion his aunt enjoyed'^ 
as the private convcrfation of the ladies, as 
already defcribed, did not efcapc his ob- 
fervation. 

Mr. Steverts, In fome degree, recovered 
Ws wonted tranquility. The departure of 
Mrs. Shelburne, mifs Lucy's continuance, 
and (though flow, yet) promifing improve- 
ment in her health, by abating his dcfpair,* 
infenfiWy infpired his heart with that kind 
of hope a refpite conveys to the heart of 
the condemned ; his execution is, indeed, 
dkferrcd to a more diftant period, but the 
certainty of it unremovcd. t 

. Vol. I. • . K Mr#, 


iiAer to her firft ftftge, pfevebKd hw potii> 
lag forth tii^^^ntiinoms of^ih^s/fpuirupbii 
ipaper, for Mrs. Aqa Brightley'^ pcru&U £i 
Toon as he could haty^t wiibed^or due impa^ 
tiUent lady defiired, : ; : 


Hef eyes, her iraDib)?^ iwenerfay m» meant 
acquftotned tofuch afeaft as they now pro- 
mifed themfelve^, and the acqoificion of a 
«ew toy to an iiilant mtnd^ ne^ier excited 
Aftrongcr folicitude than this good lady ex- 
perienced, during the intervening period rf 
ihi5"<xpe(£led ofiiering. Mr« Skiighter was 
hot, however, idle, but raicked his ima- 
gination with pre-confiderlng the nature c^ 
thh important epiftle, propriety ^of ^addrefs, 
.and fuitable £xpreffions. As he was entirely 
unprafticed in the foft lan^agc of love, 
^nd his heart too much chilled by hoary 
Time, for the' utmoft fire of his newly in- 
^ired pa0ion to amount to any other tlian 
a gootle ^Qw, hfi began tcr think the cdhi- 
pofitiontof a tender epiftle was a more dfe- 
cult performance, than the penning of a 

fermoo } 


iermoft's the former being an'attcmpt his 

%umilitf bad tvtf deterred him from^ 

46ri Ah the IktW, the thicker fuch ^rious 

ii^ork if ftuck twUii qodtations ^from fcrip<* 

tiirfi^ the more it is valued^ iivhereas the 

^ther muflr, of nece/Htyy be all genuine 

produftions of the hearty to pleafe. After 

many unfucceisful eSbrts to excel in this 

knotty, part of literature, he at lad dif* 

patched the following lines, as a complete 

joint produfbion of refined art and polilhed 

nature* 

The outfide cover had only a funple fu« 
^tfcriptiODi the infidetvas literally thu!ir 

To the moft accompliftied and refpe^^ 
. able Mifs Ara Brigbtley^ 

Thefc humbly prefent. 


MadaMsi ... 

^ T F I may prcfume to addrefs a lady cf 

^ I. your &iperiati\^e merits in the ftraift 

f of an httfiiblc admirer, pef mir me ta ali 

. . K 2 * fure 
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^ fure you, that, for delicacy, -fincerity, aii^' 

* ardour, no heart was ever inform^c! witii' 
♦To proper a pafllon as mine. XiOng has 

* the bold declaration '^becn fuppr^ffcd, by 

* the apprchenfion of its being unworthy 
••the confideration of, and offence to, fo 

* pure and exalted a mind as yours. But 

* ah, madani, though cxprcffions can be 
*• command<^,a6i:ions-are involuntary, and, 

* confequeiitly, irreftrainable. The many 

* tender incoherences by which I have be- 

* trayed .my afpiring wifhes,. I . f?ar, , havp 
^ been too obvious. Yet has the gencrofity 
.^ of \your difpofition prevailed pver your 

* too-iuft refentment, and obtained for mc 

* (pardon, madam, my extreme vanity, but 

* I do flatter myfelf j a larger Qiare of pity 

* than contempt. 

* Had not my fifter made an accidental 

* vifit to this part of the world, my pre- 

* fumption had never reached your candid 

* ears -, but flic, perceiving the violent and 
^painful conftraint I laboured under, was 
f xompdled, by her affciftionatc conccr/i, 

•to 


^to the rafli attempt of (Iriking out ?he 
•path of felicity for me, by engaging your 

*' noble co^mpaflion for mV fufferings. ' 

* 

• Mow juft the judgment flie formed of 

* your lender nature, is evinced by ' thd 

* happy event. By ficr'intcrceflion I thus 
I dare to caft myfclf dt your ft^t, and by 

* her encouragement lift up my eyes to 

* your benign afpeft» with the ineffable 

• hope of being honoured, after dub pro- 

• bation> with fuch a part of your condc- 

• fcenfion and favour, as numbers have, un- 

* doubtedly, folicited in vain. In an humble 

• reliance on your unexampled goodnefs^, 
*^and an entire fubmiffion to your future 

• pleafure, I aflume the honour of fub- 
\*'fcribing myfcif, madam> 

J Tour moft devoted, 

* obfequious admirer, and^ 
* very humbleft, 

•Richard Slaughter.' 
K 3- . Tills 
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This elifborate epiftic tWs c^topleate^m 
four and twenty hours, ahdfnet>1;v4tfeiti!^ 
moft propitiatis re<fepdf)ii wteh^thc d&hf tf# 

\cfiom it was offVred, But, after ma^y'4ii^ 
tisfaftory perufals, Mrs. Ann Brightley 
had the misfertuntl to difeover a rWoft per- 
plexing deficiency in its contciftS/ Tfte ce- 
rate's rcfpc6t occafioned his advances t0 be 
flow, a circuTttftance which tiid not corrtr- 
fpond with this lady*s notions of an ena- 
moured fwarn : add to which, the atitttaSnal 
dgc fhe had attained, rendered it. jii^irpcre* 
abjy.neceffary, fhat the moft ^dtr^A^jpahv, 
in iht loft labyrinth of ibv^i feowld bp p«r* 
fued* 53ays, at fuch a.crltical pcrIod,^<te*• 
fcrving the efticnation of years, ftie expeft- 
cd to hdve been foliciced in the • moft , ur- 
gent terms, to honour this teftimo^fialof 
the cqrate!s b^ft aff<;ftipn8, with tfie cppiie* 
pending diftin<Slion of a few lines from her 
fair hand*; the omifjion of which' natural 
r^cqueft caufed a- ftrong.conflidt betweca 
|his delicate iady's regar4 for forms, and 
,dcfirc of exchanging. her maiden ftate for 
tht refpcftablc aod important charafter of 

a wife. 
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« Wi&* The^latcer confideration at kngth 
>prevftiie<i>. <ind (ke determined to give him, 
M QfK't^ a* piv>Df both of her undcriUnd* 
Ing . ^nd: cQfidefotnfionv And, having fc- 
le^-«d a curioos crai^'quill, (be wrote aft 
wifwer CO the preceding letter, ia the fol- 
low ing words: 

m • 

IWife Attn Brightlcy to the Rev. Mr. 
. Slaughter; I^rtf^n^ 

. •SrR>. • . 

*'T Hope It is* not an un^preced^nted 
♦* A ibreach of decorum, for a lady to com* 
**mit her approbadon of a gentleman's po* 
•'Jitenrfs and tefpa^y to paper. There is 

* a petuHar delicacy in your fe^timents, fu- 

* perior to every thing I have yet met 
^wkhj but, fir, notwithlVanding I- anj 
•above the gWiflif praftice of affeftation, 
♦•and fubmh to the, perhaps, vrnpundKli- 

* ous 'acknowledgmenc of my cfteetn £ot 
•^your truly valuable chara<Sbcr, I rfccverthe^ 
•'tefs rely upon your honour and diforetioE 
**not to make an imprc^r ufeof mV tavow^ 
''in either gerfecutiig me with to^jpreei- 

IC4 pi ate 
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i* pitaie foHcitations, or putting too 

* tcnfive a conftruftion upon my f)rcfi?iH 
•condefccnfion. -The commiffion of an m- 

* decorum I am afcfolutely incapable eli 

* nor (houl^ the moft arduous importuni- 
^ ties prevail upon me to' forget the indiC- 

* penfible rules of my fex, which iorbicTa 

* too hafty determination in fuch ari impof- 
^tarit point, and require a d&edb'lerva'non 

* of, • at lead, forhe preparatory crfbnths, to 
' fo great a concefTion as you are feeking 

•for. 

• // 

<I^m, Sir, • .^ * 

"^ with the utmofl: propriety, 
* your friend and well-wilher,; 

* Ann Bricrtjuey/ 

» ■ • . . 

' This qulekening bjHet-dcM3?t no, footer 
reached Mr, Slaughter, . than he (mav^rc 

his natural dullnefe) perceived his erxor, 

and refolved to be more vigorous in his fiN 

ture attacks. And he no longer laboured 

under the rnortifying apprehenfions of be- 

ing repulfcd, or unacceptable, . . 

During 
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During the progreflion of his amour^' 
mlfs Shelburne's health hourly improved/ 
the tranquility of her mind contributing,' 
Dot a little, towards that h^ppy effcA. 

4 

Her fecret approbation of Mr. Stevens- 

rcceiv/?4 frcfli augnicntation in each fuc- 

ceeding interview, and a gentle figh would 

fooietimes efcape her, when his contraft, 

Mr. Pjear, occurred to her unwilling re- 

membraoce. Lady Brightley became rndfl: 

fincerely attached to this lovely gij-j, and^ 

had {he been the baronet's choice, would 

have gladly accepted her for her daughter- 

in-law. She toojc occafion, one afternoon, 

to intimate this fentiment of her heart to 

mifs Shclburne, who exprcfled her grati- 

tude, in the Uvelieft terms, for the honour 

her ladylbip did her, but modcftly and 

piolitely diflented fro^n her opinion; with 

refpe£t to the fuitabknefs of fuch m . 

union, • I, madam,' faid Ihe, * am highly 

*'pleafed at the honour you do. me,* ia- 

Vmuking me thus your choice, but it. 

f .would give me the highcfl: Concern, t"o 

K 5 ■ « be 
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be the young gentleman's. Tlic^ifpi- 
rity of our ages, tihough triftmg, as kJs 
on the wrong fide, would be, with me, 
a ftrong objcftjbit, »had Ij eye*i;a,ntind 
capable of reliftiing the gaieties ^f lifip^ 
and a body us»impaired l^y yeafs of^ lick- 
oe& I but, depreffed a$J am in;ipi(Rl^^ltlld* 
emaciated in co&fl:itui;^n, ho^v./iMppiRlQii- 
able a fc41y ^ould ip: be to ^oni^'.myff If 
to blooming youtb^ full bealdi^. ^asd 
heart-felt, vivacity? No, my g^od fcdy 
Brightley,' added ihe^* * wa^ I capable.of 
afUng fo inconGftently with reafon and 
propriety, I (hould iU ^efecViC the divine* 
tion of your jnuch valued favour/ 

Lady Brightlcy had not the le^ift fqf^ 
picion of her fiftcr's flame, uatilfir Wil-* 
l^amr.toailed the curaie, with an lOxpreiSve 
zrokmcd. i:Mfs^Arin!s cheeks would, un- 
doubtediy, have been fufFufod with a vcr- 
milMmi dye, had they not been too long 
confirmed in a felf-colour tx> admit of any' 
vifitA^ tibange; her eyes were, neverthele6, 

ftrifcingly' 
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ftriklngly' intelligent, and her features un« 
<l£t^eiit'fevera) refentfial alterations. 


My- dear/ (lid 'lady Brightley, addref- 
0f% Sir WiHratn, * ^ou hdve frequently di(^ 
*^pleafed your aunt, by what I have, hi- 
^^thei»to, conGideped as tinmeafting raillery ; 
•*b'af1jnohr1>cgiji td think I have been ex- 
^ "tt-etttcfy ' duB, ahd that there h really 
•'^mething' in the wind, ^ith rcfpeft to 
*Mr* Slaughter, and infift dpon being to 
*1ongrir excluded fro^ the grand fect^t!* " 

» IWieve me^,* Aid the iiidignant virgin,* ' 
•'fir WiMVani im rto otiier foundatioli fo^ 
*'his mirth, than the defirc of difcompoling 
**ttievand k is with tontcrn, that I find 
^•^nVyfclif unequal i6 defeat his purpofe.^ 

* A^ con fou, ^my good, religious aunt^ 
(interpofed thebaronet) .^ wkh(»ut a hrcach 

* of your honour and ^veracity, aifirui, thafc 
•jyoti have never, even in thought, favour- 
^'ed my honeft tiKW?* •I- can,* replied* 
Mw. Ann^ *. and. do 'pofltivcly pSittA, h 

* iwrcr have* 

.L'; "fNor,* 
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* Nor,' rcfiMUed fir WiUiam,.**haVcr.yoif 

* r. f^verj >y .any one Jcind z&i oFtcopdc&cn- 
'- iion, given hina reirfon to hope^ftar^ or \fb- 
^ licit, your fayonratde.cQt^fitkc^iDnj.^hSJc' 

* is very ext^ipr^inary^ Veturr^C^:Mrs? A*ifif 

* that I am to be. CFfajte4.vkh. foJicttejre- 
*fpea, as to have.my.a^ion^xrcaovsflfed, 

* and my intentions pri€;d into^ if^^i^yu^^- 
*.phcw,. andtbat nephew hardlyi ojwpf j^s 
^leading ftrings/. ... . ,- ^ ., ,^,,.,i ^, 

* Indeed, fifter/ faidlady Brigh.tley,, * ap- 

* pearances are ftrongly ^gajnil yowy, ft^.I 

* cannot perceive the leaft in}pr^riQ|)^pfi 
^ ldifreipc<a . in my .fon*s. b^yi^i;^. ^'Y^b 
*: evade his queftion with imr^afooable re*' 

* fentment, for what, you would. pcifwadc 
Vme, is merely.a jeft; ^an fucji a.<;pndll&i 

* jbe co;ififtent,\vith cither .gpod.fcrtfQ,..ty. 
Igood nature,?*.. ... . ., 

. * Madam,' returned fir William, « rxiy aunt 
Ms rafher impolitic, in her proceedings, if 
^guilty; I, in fome .meafure, culpablg,_ijf 
i fhe is innocent. But I think it; 13 bjgWy. 

improper 


THEia 'Humjo^r; !k\^ 

* improper that any pcrfoii'ihooki be* pcr- 
^ mictied, with impunity, to write letters in 

* her name, efpecially of the nature, to my 

* certain knowledge, one has been written. 
•The ^drefs is to Mr. Slaughter, and is 
f fubfcribed Ann Brightlcy ; it fell into niy 
^ hand by accident, and I now put it into 

* your ladyftiip's i by the contents of which 

* you Will be enabled to judge, whether 
^1 had not foAne incitement to the liber- 
f ties I have taken*' 

As fjf William prcfcnted this paper to 
kdy Brightky; Mrs. Anne made an unfuc- 
cefsful attempt to feize it, and was fo much 
difcoricerteid at this incidental deteftlon.o/ 
her weaknefs, that (he flung out of the 
loom, and haftened to her chamber, to 
conceal her fhame and rage, at the. fame 
time determining oot to . continue longer 
under that roof, than (he could handfomjcljis 
accept of her admirer's habitation, for an 
afylum and proteAion from the infults and 
impertinence of a couple of boys who, in 
her opinion, were moft ungentccly and im- 
^ . / ^ - prudently 


prudefl^Iy' eneoufftged^bf^ her laid^ftopv 
all thdniiifeleot foUf i ' > '- 

with this gesBme proof of her fiftef^-fratii^ 
ty^ and aclaioi«ted^ed it furpafibd cveryfr 
i^»tyg (be hsK^ €ver tnec With, .M cociaeiiicxli 
ber>)flftef'tt>4!)i&Ca()at»l)etQf.;', , . ::• •/' •• :f."'; 

hs had madet and hi^d ciie f4ea(ure fa find^ 
his mother was become fulccptiblc of' 
oiirth ; and added, diat he wa« indebted 

eSktr vwpi^cedentedx^iftk^ having-pioked » 
it up in the lobby that very morning. Ie% 
was a copy,' verbatkn-^ of the kcter already - 
infciaedj Mre. > Ana having,, in all probftf 
bilky, tranfe^^Hocd it, ^mot^ thaft'dnc«f^ bc^ 
Sage She ^dged tc fctk&if f^r, and tif^m^ 
isepcionabk. 

It was not long before the vtr^n ' veoH 
fared her perToft, ucrattefidedi to thec.o-' 
rsoe'&r sod mtf&iLucy -b^ng, moft £brttir 

naccly. 


iifttelyj^emplajrcd iwwriting to'fierfathcrf; 
ti>e lover's enjoyed a coof^staMe r£oe S 
tete. Th^Iady- was uncommonly kind and- 
ootdrplylngr,- the gemlem^an* particularly ur« 
g(ttiC' and warm iirhis importunity, info-* 
mmrh5^that itwai agreed between them, ro^ 
tate advantage of-Ghe vafy&tOi viSc tha 
paftor Aiould pay his CQre^ to vedrefs theii^ 
ieveral grievances, and tie the indiflbluble 
Ittroc; Until \0kich ^appy period^ the lady 
was well con^nctd (he* fliould fee bu^r 
tittle ikisfddlion. 


'^ ■ • 


^Mr« Slaughter, elated at hisr dpproMh^^ 
i ng go0d fortunf^, and yklding^ to thi 
^anfporcs with which his betarc was inform^' 
ed, had the temperity to apply his rererend 
lips^to the facred hand of the chafte Mrs* 
Ann Brightley, who but fatnily refitted the 
prcfUhiing prcffure. Mift Shelbume, hav« 
ing difpatched her employment, was fo ia^ 
confiderate as to enter the parlour with- 
out giving this^ happy pair any previous 
notice^ and furprifed the divine in the very 
h& above-men noned, to the. nn%eakable 
' con<» 


Each Bfx in 

cenfufioB of each of the enatnoure4 p^rf^j^ 
The.yoifiigJady affcfted to be vuK^gtn^^iQu^. 
of having committed a fauli:, and M^^jj.^^^ 
BrightJey returned home cxtrenifly . ,Wjeji 
fatisfied, Purfuant to a refolution formed 
at the. paffon's, Mrs. Ann remajned iny^-^ 
Able, to the whole family at tl>e haj/,.^(^|(- 
cept one- fcivant of her own Jfc;?, ^j^r;- 
ing .a comptece Joruiigl^t, at the e^pira^ 
tion; of which ttxoet a fbraj»ge gentleoi^n 
arriving to take pQ0ei&on of Brigbtley linr" 
ing, on the preferment of the late incu(9- 
bent, a fmall addition was made r^o the 
corate's. falary, and. the morning ^ of rjie 
vicar*6 departure,, gaye to Mr. Slaughter 
an helpmeet for him^ to Mrs. Ann a 
buiband and protei^r, to lady Srightl^y 
an humble brother^ to fir William, a ^ub- 
mifflve uncle, to mifs Shelburne a ofo^ 
old aunt, and to poor Mr. Stevens^ an in- 
veterate enemy, as he foon received a con- 
vincing proof. . . 

. Lady Brightley was fo far froi^fi lamcpt; 

ing the lofs of her Mcr's company, that 

..." ihc 


Ae fccredy rgotced at it; H^r' ladylbtpr,' 
tx>» the agreeable fitppiiift of fir^WiUfaitn^ 
was daily prbmoting fome Kttle eJDCirrfton^ 
and the company of mifs Shelburhe was 
conftantly requcfted on fuch occafions* 
Mr. and Mrs. Fineh, prcferved a tblerabte 
underltandrng with the curate and his ladyii 
as the pleafure, of * feeing -mifs S&elbunwr 
depended upon it ; the only ckTumftanx:^ 
ciapskble of ihciting them to id: the dtlTcaob^ 
bkr^s part,. ! .i 

Two months elap&d in cakA>tninq»i» 
Kty, each fucceeding day fo nearly refem* 
blibg the foi^mef) as tofcaitelydefervetthe 
(iiftindion .of a new one, when the loog 
jBxpedied arrival of Mr. Stapleton and km 
gfandrdaughter, by affording master fqv 
(peculacioni might juftly befaid to vary,. ^ 
flOt brighten, the fcene* 

The ladies were. alL aflcmblcd at Mr* 
Finches when the cavalcade paffed by. The 
old man was mounted upon an ancient one 
eyed pony, become pcrfcftly lame by lofif 

mities 


of a long tegg^d. ^mkmvi^iif^iri^^ 
Voer Jbhnibiiy. ^as the youog lady exalted^ 
who ^diui^ with J ^ififefeiap p r c &tofiea^ to- 
tfac boflsifl: £il90ter^i^br6lad beic^i wtl ri dfe ch 
he had'. begirt htmfetf^'^&rr^lien cMhoeoieiur 
9sid r9f4$t|r^ Xhtt Md ofi:^a»);.aiiK^nda^ 

epcaib^ and k:>iragKflf:lplilQhi^,t|y»iibr4pci^ 
Iky of: the animal he was accomm|>daM4g 
with, that it was no lefs a beaft of burtheoft 




« 
, • r 

lijfr,. Findi. (o iacroduc^ the ftnufige£%. 
tBvftbout :eayj:eitiqfiaQ<y, Jn' thsirvt»:a»r€ttio2: 
drei]^^, > as .(hey- W4r0; imfiatioru?' tt^^iecir 
and, cpnverfe withv fuch'Wgiiwte^' Thi^. 
gpo(l gantlemao, ever wilKngto oUtge hi* 
friends,, ft epped out, and tdiing Mr. Sta- 
gkton bis name",. preflbd. him,. with grcac. 
poUtcnef^, to.^aUgbt, and take fgrne ree 
^eflimonc at bis houfey adding^ that b» 
vaoald by that means . bavean oi^r^uni^y** 

' ' ' of/ 


di" becoming acquaioted^ at once/ with i^. 


;',/",,'• i \r • ' I I ., '/ 


The <dxi'mim:tliarik«ditiiii^ .W'V^ry'do^ 
preffive tertns^ for his dvilky, but would 
hasrc declined the invitation) had not mifs^ 
OaMboe dedaftd thM ^c Would; behighl/ 
gra«^att«)^'be#, ta biiii^^r a^^bofrrtime; ai 
fiiefouhd hKHfelf grea^lf ftftfgledand ftuhr^. 
by the violent (and tan itef ui)eoih^oiii) 
motion of tht'horfci 

The young genttemeh^ pereeWil^ WTf: 
Pinch had pceraifed, haftetied to mifs For* 
tefctie*s alSftaftc*, and eohdtiAed'hei^ ititd : 
the parlor, to the. no fimilVfetisfaftioft 6l. 
eVefy party. But, notwif hftanding (be reall]^. 
fteodin ncedoffinne^reijpite^ .from the wea- 
rying trot of the hard ungain mare, which^ 
ht<!i continobd 6>r iboie miles, withbut 
if>termi)ri0n» fte could-not be fatisded untilfi 
her grandfather* was equally, at eafe, and^ 
fadi natural tcndcrnefs and afFedlionate 
afllduiey for his welfare, was apparent iri : 
hec whole 'deportment, as could not fali 

pro 


!|i3f £ach Sex ijf ^ 

^fgmlicipg the fpcaatorsin -Mrrfa^v^P^ 
by convincing theoa^ , that;lMrry/|^(j^^ 
cy, in what is called good'bjpf^f^i^g^^^s 
fttnply coihpenfated by a good difpofed and 
bumane. heart* . . ^ , 

\ * Yowr fetvant, your fervant, Wies/. f^d 

Mr. StaplcX<aiv nodding his, heady a^.I^o 

^niered the parlor^ ^ ' yoii muft not expeft 

\ much {tcditeiiefs &om an old man, loaded 

* with grief and infirmiciea*, 1 hfvc^* coto 
tinned he, (taking a chair by lady Bright- 
ky) * performed a great work in, reaching 
J this place.. It is 4 tedious journqy from 

* LondonNi but i£ my Caroline's health re* 

* ceives that benefit from the air, her apo^ 
^ tbecary Mattered us Qic wpuld, I (hall ber 

*fai; from repenting my undertaking^.* . , 

> 

* • • ' - .. * . . 

: * Sir,' faid lady Brjghtley,. with hct 
Vfual affability, * I hopiS you will not he 
f difappointed in your wiflies. That young 

* lady' Cdircding . her eyes towards mjfs 
Sbelburne) ' was, in appearance, in a oiucb 
f worfe. ftate of Health than mifs Fortefcgc^ 

« whca» 


^j^heti (he came amongft us, though (h© 
*.his now but little of the invalid in her 
*^xroantenancc/ 

* God blefs her, God bleft her,' return- 
ed Mr. Scapleton, ' Ibe has a good-natured 
ffacci and that is erery thing. My girl 

* can nevtr be dull, if Ihe is favoured with 

* the acquaintance of fuch company. Her 
*. mother,* (continued he, fighing) * had 

* but litde fatisfaftion of that kind, as I 

* became a widower when Ihe was only aa 

* infant,' but this poor girl is my all, and, 

* r would wifli her to make fome valuably 

* fricndfliips, as a fecurity againft hec 

* rclapfing into that dejeftion her mother's 

* dcAth brought upon her, and which, I 
*.am afraid,' is only fupprefled, not fub- 

* ducd, out of tendernefs to me, and in 
border to mitigate my affliclion. I can-i* 

* not fay,' continued the old man, ' but I 

* feel myfelf anxious to have her fettled 

* with an indulgent hufband before my dc- 

* parture, as a young woman, mothcrlefi, 
*i know by experience, is too much ex- 

* pofed 




'^-poRAto, many dlf^pwai^tktis^iRimdes^ 

^.bcr.£ttfaar!s:iwbotfidt<Biitifanrlf6 et»g06l^sif 
[ "^by onepamcttbtr*ittdlmakioii/.^f' ^2"^'' ' 

Do not, ilfeefeech^yW, WJrateJl^fi^i 
papa/ faid mife Fdrteteiit^'^^felfcSrfen^ 

^* prerent^befir it; Ihopeybu-ik^ifli •iiimerejr 

* to me, be'fpared Vnatiy years, at Icafl: 

* urttil yoti have the fatisfadion of feeing 

* me attain a' more prudent and fteady age, 

* and a fufficient knowledge of life, to fc- 
*♦ cure me from evil; which is the utmoft 
'f of my ambition.* 

* You judge, m?fs,^faid Mrs. Fiiich; 'fof 

* {o young a lady, *with uncommon propri- 
'* cty,^for to be capable of dtftlngufffimg 

* right, from 'wrong, w;th fcfolotion to 

* purfue the former, and rejcfl: th6 latter^ . 
•is certainly the highcft human attain- 
' ment.* - ; 


^ /^c Witeim eJcxmiMdt' with |»nkiifcif 

.-jEOeittioni^ thsq >cQUMeoiineQ of inS6 For* 

^fiMCii iiD whtah'^coDiciouci iinioceiu!r«aA 

ftrongly depi&ecL The igraoea .pdajred in a 

iovtfljr dimple th^ adorned her check, hct 

'manners* wererynafleAed, ^ntie,^ aod en^ 

.f[^Iog. She mia a child «f naturct like 

^im&lf, her fiDctune very.cofirK|t|rable, b^r 

age /ukable to his ^wn) he (horefore be« 

^n to. conceive, that (he would infallibly 

infpire him with the iame tender fentimcnts 

for her, his friend entertained for mift 

:Sh)(:lburne. « 

His heart, indeed, underwent no un^ 
common palpatations. He heard her pro* 
pofe taking leave, without concern, nor 
>dld he feel any folicit^de for a fecpn(} in* 
terview. But, as he was a aovicfi in the 
myftery of love, he was far from imagin* 
ing be was proof againft her charms, and 
as the coup d^Qiil did not woiiind, perfuad- 
ed hlmfelf, that it was not by furprife, but 
a regular and continued attack, he was to 
be takeii. He returned home replete with 

this 
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this fancy, aod, in reality, thotfghr^of 
Iktle eUethao that youqg la4y^e caAuj^ 
night. 

X*ady Brighclcy*s io^giaation wasnakfs 
empii^ed by {nifsFortefcuie, than the ba- 
ronet's. Fifty thoufaod [pounds. ihe had 
Jcarnt, from Mr. FiacVs rclatbn, was the 
leaft of her expcftations. Her beauty and 
innoeence, were,- in her opj^ibn, irrcfjftible 
attpa^lions, and doubted not b\it timie 
would give her to her for a daughter- in- 
law. She little imagined that fir. William's 
heart (free as Ihe knew it to be from every 
prcpoffeffjon to impede hfer.copqueft) coQld 
be unfufceptible of her; merit, and as her 
approbation .was ever .ready, where iis 
happinefs feemed to be concerned^ fo, in 
this Tcfpeft, ihe found herfclf pcrfeftly well- 
afFeAed towards him. The obfcurityof 
mifs Fortefcu^'s life, her unqueftionably 
untainted, manners, and innate propriety 
of fentiments,4nduced her. to wiih an union 
between them might take pUce» and de- 

. , tcrmiflcd 
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^tcrtnined her to ufe 'every juftifiablc tnc- 
'thod to effeft it. * 

• 
' The baronet finding himfdf reftl<?Cs, and 
KJtuncUned for Heeps arofe ac four o'clock^ 
and went into his frieml^s apartniieiil. 
'*' Steven V iaicl he, drawing a chair to his 
ibedfide, * as you are a profefled lover, I 4m 
^ come to compare notes, and methinks k 

* would give me great plcafure to be afllit'- 
^ ed, that my heart was informed with (tac* 
' cording to the poetical delcription ) . a 

* gentle, generous paffion. If I may be al- 

* lowed to be a competent judge of my 

* own cafe, I fhould pronounce my felf free, 

* with refpedl to mifs Fortefcue, .notwitj^ir 
♦Aanding ray fleep has forfaken me,' afid 

* ilie has been the chief objed of my con*« 
' teqjplations/ * 

Mr. Stevens fmiled at. the baronet's con^ 
fcflion, acknowledged the lady*s great 
merit,' but declared ic to be hia oprnion 
that fir William had received (if any) bui 
a very flight wound. - . ..• j • 

. Vot. I. h Mwili; 


^ loDgcr .fpncc^l ;thc fo;Uy ^^ ipy lief^^&qiii 
^you- U U yottf fiftiqr, apd yiwr tjfiftcf 
^ only, that I find it^yie^f in^lkiecl; t€rVi(h 
^ Aioukl be'lady Brigittley; ignorant as: I 
f isitai of hit connexk>ni» arfd uncertaiaasiit 
f lis ^Ifctfecr rOiouUl brf abileW^]rfHftin .hfcr 
^ ll>pit>bation, ihsd; I an .oppofti<n|iyf>rf 
f felicitirlg it/* 

* My fifter t repeated Mr. StCTCW, nrfti 

tmafiTefted a(toni(bment) * ^hat fcnindadon 

"* upon earth have you, fir, for fwch a &iK;y ?' 

Sir .WilHara was going to reply, but Mr. 

Stevens continued, * you would foon be cur- 

*ed of your chimerical inclrnatiort, if you 
** ^Guld have a fight of her 5 ibets, I muft ac» 

*<;k*iajvledge, a good girl, or at leai/l my 

* partiality induces me to think her to^ but 

* as to her perfon, it is as gngain as iitiagi- 
^.nation Can reacli.* 

/ '^Stevens, Stevens,' interrupted the ba* 
tonct, / I little apprehended you would af- 
^ tempt to deceive me. I have been ena« 

* bled 


THEtR HuMOtTR. ;2l^ 

• Wcd*ld judge of your fifter*s pcribn ifrom 

^a dcftdmion^ -which I will believe to-bc^i 

• „ » • • » » 

VtViic idne, * and pofitiirrty dedirc,' (hat 
♦-w«rt r mater' of my own adions, nor a 
< fingle vrcck fhould pafs^ before I would 

• have occular conviction, whether the idea 

* I entertaki of her is jiift or not. Surely, 
kidiid{hti * tl$at'unnaturalgrandf;ather;of 

* yours, will not go unpuniflied, forfuffer- 

* ing fuch worthy women as Mrs. and 
Vmifs Soevens, to . experibnce ' the Jncon-i 
Svenlence of narrow circumftanccs.^ I 
.^^fuppofe 1 ihall make you lift your ^yissi 
*.a fccond time, v^ith wonder ahd amaze-* 
.*inent, when I communicate a, fcheme 
M have, this morning, formed irt my 
^. iTnagicia:i9n, , and only wait .until Mr. 
^Finch*^l)reakfaft hour, to D\it into excf 


* cution.* 


» 
Mr. Stevens xemaincd Xilcnt, fir WIM^. 

jun's declaration, concerning ^his filler, ha^ 
a^g .alarmed him not a. little, was h<: w^,|{^ 

prehenfive lady & ightley znight coflclu^. 

La - ^I^jIj 


\- 


' .1 *■ 
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fhat^ he* had co<fc^voured to prepo^fs Iter 
fon in hu ftfter'i^dur. Itiewis, indeed: 
an a^onhc was incapable bfy had.ht^)Cvcnp 
thought it praft'rcabld,.arK3i he was vffSl 
afltired, would be deemed a capital criaiei 

from the inc^uajity^ of their ibrtuoes. .^ • 

* You are d^ternimed^ FfarvK* J find,* 
Kcfbtncd the baronet, * to mortify n:ie,rpr 

* j^u would have expreffed.a curiofity ta 
■•know the fphcoie I mentioned, \ will ite- 

* yertbelefs reyeal it, for my own fgtisfac* 

* tion* Mr* Finch had formerly fomc^itc* 

* quaintance with yoer niocher^ afttd \v<?u}ri, 

* I am pcrfoaded,- gladly renew ir, ' if he 

* had' an opportunity ; it 13, therefore, my 

* mteiitimi to requell him ^to give Mrs. 
"^ artd' mifs Stevens, an invitation to^rig^t- 

* ley, that I may no longer remain indoiibt 

* and uncertainty. By that means they 

* will alio have the pleafure of feeing you, 

* k pfeafure they will not ttthei^wife-, per* 

* haps, enjoy for * many years^ &it 4s my 

* fbotfter wiU not truft me out of fier figh^ 
■f for fear of lofing me, te (hould I be 

• equally 


TH^IR .HvMOirR/- %zt 

• equally unwilling, from the fame c©nfi- 

^ di ration, to p&rt firotn you •, fir, to bb 

•iiertbus, - Stevens, i-.l fifed' iriy: felicity i» 

♦'moch^c^ntiared io^vior continuincc witii^ 

^atid anabated attach*mcnif to me.' 
v. 

* Sir,' faid Mr. Stevcos, * I hope I (hall 

• never either forfeit your good opinion,. 

• ov rehder tiife, continuation of it painful 

• to ycJu, by opp^fing your inclinations \ 
♦^but you mufl: permit me, on this occa- 
•^fion, to dlfluade you from the refolutiaa. 

• you have taken with regard to my family. 
•^What.cnd can your feeing my filler an- 
•"Ywtr ? ' Was her form to pleafc your eye, . 
«"cohfidcr,"fir, what mortification you mighty 
•""draw tipoii yourfclf, by incurring Udy 

' Brightley's difplcafure? Ajod what r^al 
'"unhappinefs you would bring upon mt: ? 

• Poor Fanny's heart is, at prefcnt, undif-, 
•'"turlied and fcrene, (he is a (Iranoer alike 
♦to love and ambition, a-journcy to Bright- 

* ley would, but too probably, infpire her 
•"with both, and the infallible confcqucncc 
^ miift be raifcry to hcrfelf, lier mother, 

L 3 *,and 


W2 E AC H- ^Six -riT' « ^' 

* and the msn^ou honour with the: n»i\c 

* of friend,^ . .-': 




' ^ You are, Frank/ • faid (Tr- tViIliam; 

* the moft whimfical and romantic fellow 

* that ever cxifted. Pray, now, '^favour mc 
**:with a catalogue of thofc weighty objcc-. 
^^tions my mother, in theotnioftpriKJence 

* of hei* h^af t, coUtd make againft m/mat- 
*^rying your tiiter. li not her family, cdu-^ 
'"Cation and charafter, tinexcepfionaBfe? 
••Fur, I ftippof^', 70U Will' tell trie, flit^haS 

* riott(j*wifty'pence*is t hdVe, that would 

* really be an important confidcratiofi, if 

* money could purchale, for its po0eilors» 

* either health or contentment' h^e, or fc- 

* liciiy hereafter j but as the wealth of Crce- 
*■ firs would be unavailing in thofe refpefts; 
' and my ellate is unencumbered with the 

* tax of younger children's fortunes, and I 

* do not intend to endoVamonaKery with 

* any part of it, or deal out the miriutere por- 

* rion to fatten a praying levite for the gdod 

* ofmy departing foul, Ithink I may be al- 

* lowed to indulge my own inclination in th"(^ 

* cko-ce 
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^'dboice of) a. wifc^ unlcfs 1 was difpofed 

• to chufe unworthily, or that mymxuhrr 

• would- wifli me to remain a batchclor, 
*^4^j;i|jl f} Afmn tke faniO' judicioui pd'iod, 
••M' ?ffh\c)f, my go^d .ai^nt Ana thought 
•, proper to 4ilpofe of herlclf, and in order* 
*,to Jcqgre .qjp irow up. early, cxpofc 0)0 
f to tt^e ^zngpiffif f^Wtng into an untimely^ 
•jfolly^.ai. that dear relation has fct mc a* 
* curiou^^e);an^]^^ A tap at the door pre* 
vented Mr^ Stevens replying. T^ic fcrv-inr,' 
9t lir WilliauiV co;nmand» entt^r^d^ and* 
delivered a Utcer toMn Steveas« infccibcd 
in (eaialt; ciura^^ters^ ^ 

'1*0 FvLAKcn Stilvxns, thefet. 

s^pd. w^h^ch),. to^ his -infinite afHlftion and • 
furBpf(5,.contaiaed.thc following words. ^ , ^ 

* A S I have no lcfsj)rQvidentiaUy, than ^ 
./*^4 * ^cjcpcctedly^ ^difcovered, that 
•Jthcr^j is.a^^intrigue carrying on, betwc^ij 
*jou ai)4 4ny niece, Lucy Shelburne, J 
Vthink it incumbent upon me (10 prevent 

L 4 ^ heir 
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.her becornirig a fubj^ft of ridicule for the 
whole ncigHbourboqdO to in-form yoo, th^tv 
all future vifits from you at th^ p?^.n|ig?, 
hoafe, would not only be unacceptable/ 
but abfolutely prohibited, if attempted. 
I would wifti, from a priijciple of cap-' 
d6ur. that my niece might beiaved from: 
-the 4ifagrccable cxtrpmity 9f being cx- 
pofcd, in fo indelicate a ligjit, to my leij^ 
vant, as the prohibitbn of your feeing 
icp would neceflarily fet her in, by put- 
ting her encouragement of your prefump- 
tupus fwidreffes beyond a doubt. In my 
opini<^, a fmaller fortune than twelve 
thoufaod pounds would fuit a dependant^"^* 
and aa alliance of infinite inferiority to fir 
Willianj, Brightley's, be no difgracc to 
the man, who was but the other day ^.^ 
ftrplicr, fortunately picked up by a bo/,; 

no . lefs credulous^ than misjudging. ^ 

_ . ' * • * ' '^ 

This piece of information I will, hpvv- 
ever,, condcfcend to give you, that I have 
fo far performed my dutj, as to make . 
my fiftcr Shelburne acqxiaintcd both wkh 
your merit, and expcftations, and dare . 

believe 
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• believe it will not be long before (he 

• takes an*e(le£hial method, ro prevent my 

• rieiceV marrying a beggar, tho\3gh a ba- 
•* ronct's bofdm companion. 

•' Ann Slavchter. 

Notwlthftandifig Mr. Stevens-could fup- 
port himfelf, with a becomtng fortitude, 
under'cvery ftrokcoflate or fortune (how-* 
eVkr IcvercJor mortifying) he had ever be-' 
fote experienced, he provW unequal* to 
this. The keen refleftions upon his* paft ^ 
a<id prcfeni circumftances, and the ine- 
vitable •deftrudioA of cvftry hdnible hope ^ 
h<i had entertained, with refpetJl to m'rfs 
Shclburne, ' fo far overcame him, that, 
!■ the at)gui(h of his foul, he wept like 
an infant. The . humane fir William,- 
moft unfcignedly fympathifed with him^ 
and^ was Unable, for fotne time, to at- 
tempt offering the kaft confolation. The 
means by which this malicious worhan ob- 
tained her intelligence, they were ac a lofs' 
to conjci^ure, as Mr. Stevtfns had' never 
declat-ed his inclination for the young lady, ' 
cither to herfclf, or any other beii)g, e;c-* 

L 5 cept 
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ctpt fhe baronet. Tbey fought;., in vain 
fur a foiucion of ^this myftery^ .aadnwer^ al- 
xPiOft. tcx^pted to ^Qoacludc ithf^t fi^^iUfzs' 
mij[lrcrs..Qf fome {£>afiic3» diaboiical a^^ber 
proceeding^- were .cruel. Sir William de- 
fircd his friend would give him leave. ^to 

tb/ew. Ms ^uat^t m?Qur«dt^|\iAi« *W iwlf 

cftx^pHed ^with ,^yiMr„,%sftci^^ froa^.^i;he 
apprche^ioxH kftJaer I^yi^ip Ih<H4difQa^ 
giiii& that apiaa4^^i<)^ Co^;e^poa4el1t<^ bad 
€}th<^r beea c^ric^ on» bfet^weepimif^Sbei^. 
Uurne'and hiip>^ or.^ttcmp^ed on ^isp^ti 
Sir William^ jM^Wofc Jift «CMlg^teJxw 
a^d faid, he believe^d^ vrhat he ihould.o& 
fer in l\is ju{\ificatioo^ would, h^ve. tnore 
weight with bis ipother, than' all hii.awij*^ 
l^vy uryu(^ accuifatiQns* r 


>:r.- »• 


.. He^ laclyfhip, upoQ re^dingtfad^ l^tdr^ 
ifvas ; extremely concerj^ed at ber fiftop's! 
hehayiaur,i,biit lyas not at a lofs to what 
c^iafe tQ impute h. ^ You may remcni'^ 
^btr».9)y dcac/ faid Aie, ^ tbadUiea 
^J0^ took the liberty of playiBg a little 
fj^pon your aunt, Mr. Stevens, though 

fhU 


* his pontenels reftrained him From jo5n- 
**ing his» voice, ycc the appr6batioh ap-' 
^♦parent in h» countenance, ^as *fuffici- 

* ent to make my After his enemy, and* 

* I am forry I had an • opportunity of 

* obferving, before (he left the hall, that 
*^(hc had'forgottcn, that forgivenefs of in- 
•^Juries 'was a^chriftiah virtue.' Poor Ste- 
^ vens,' cowtifrtied her lad yflilp, ' this ispu- 
*'ri^ftirng a flight fault with a heavy handl 
•And that good girl, too, vriH beperfc* 

* cuced into a relapfe, I foppofe, to gratiff 

* that mifl^ken womanly revenge, I ant 

* Ittlly grieved fbr them T?oth.' •' * 

■» • . 

. • • • 

. 'My dear inAher/ -fatd -flr WilKam,' 

* Goold' not- y^u prove av common friend' 
*to the injured parties, and by youf. tlrtid^ 
^. interpofition, fave mifs Shdbufne from 
*lief mothfcr^s violent temper, iantl relieve 
fpoor Stevens's hcan^from the dcjc&ion* it 
•:now endure*? I am confident he fuffers 
*«no lefs upon* the lady's account than his' 
♦•own. • Siirely, my aunt, might havcfijced' 
^-.upoti (ome me»ns of punifhing -twily t*e' 

h 6 ^ guilty i 
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•'-guflty i for, I will aofwer for it,, that.tlie^ 
* gentle mifs Shelburne has never ccHBiuit- 
^ led my friend's crime, of betraying by 
^ hdr looks, 'dny^particvil:Eir attachmefii to- 
^wz:rd% him.** ^ ^ ... 7 * 

^ I' csmnot,* faid lady Briglttley, ? promift 
^«iytelf'the teirft focc^s, wera I taiiktM]|)t 
^ ^pmirij^faciofi i>f your aiiinifi^rath/ifi^i^e 
^^ litis kinv <iift ofF/my.'iAfllJencej^jinX} all 
^'thac I totild'Oifer lyould rather enftame, 
•**thiiii foftcn faer/ ^ -j i^ 

i^ perhaps (he would yieid tbt&poinC'M^bet' 
•^.^flbavd^s pestfuafioo. ' You "znt-fmiAA^^ 
^xkat bodkofcbem bavean avaritious^bias/ 
^\zxai^ for a; long time^ have hail aaeye 
^xHl'.the pDeferiDent in;tiiy jgi^*'- .Soppier 
^^fovijw^v^ to throw out fame alarfning^irf- ' 
.^.'fvotuations concerning. the con&quenccdf 
:^ offending me iathe perfon of myfrieiid ? 
*<£eFhaps, ifoch^ an honed arti^e^ tpight 
^^ter^her fncun a diflionrd^grattliqadon 
^tiQif aniiilTgCQi^fvkd m^^ey^lfiiicciiiait icafl^, 

. . , * madam. 
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* madam,, wc Ihould be no loftr^ by thcf 




♦ ^ Bc^aflwcd^' neturae^xhe good^latiy* • I 

* will leave no means untried to fc.rve*cheini 

* both in compliance with your requeft,' 
^♦and out, of fr iefldflitpjo ihe yoyrfjgfqlks •/ 

* mdi ib«tt ' rwtftrfioicjerdy r^ic^ if I otn 
^^(heiiiiitrUinahcai iiai aycniog tbe.i^niMeii^ 
' ing itefult of a compiakif to mifsi Shd* 

* burners friends. But/ added her lady*- 
(hip, * there is feldom, .Gc / WiUiM9». ;ib 

* much fmoke without fome fire, and, 
fi^rbapS) OotwabflMdrogp^aA yptirjiaunr 
^advances may be mei^eiy iinaginary^ on* 
5 her.para^ yet there msMy^in^realicy, be,ndr 

^*^ fmall grounds foc/ufihicof^edocejsj Hhsf 
^ are both extremely- agre^able^ and, .to b6 
^inijccmous^ I vOnce* enteirtaiiMd Jiopeax>f 
^yoiir. behoMingvtntt&.Lucy with \Z'Lx^8r*s 
\0c^ aafuch a daughter wopldhavje. been 

* highly, accept able to me. .But. I am.itoo 
5 well coavinaed» cbat love -is Ian- involun- 

* taty paifion, to biame your infenfikuHx^y \ 
^ and only wi(hi -whenever yoar iaficjft !^mk 

»are 
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*jarc engaged, the ol^eft may be cqurfFy 


•deferving.' 


^ * Madam/* faid't^tj'*bffr6Tie^C ''wii^ttnt 
•your approbadony fta woman upoii e^ifth' 
SfliaUbe fo nearly ailred to you, ai tt'ht-i 
^tom^ my wife. But, forely^ afrfeteale 
<( merit is Mr <e«tjg^i« )a rrfii^ Shte^tbOfft^J 
^nor lady Brig^iley's favducable coDfiden*- 
^irioi^ c^Mfihtd to ^ klod'i ?* 


. 1 / 


< * By no^meaM; hfy dear," repKed-W 
ladyftrp, ^ for -f dan^ perceive tba«' rnUV 

^^experien^e, |fdfl^fllks'4toaoytatol^ ^^ 
^^dcmiMncs, nor is h^r p^rl^n irtfeflOr to! 
*Mrs. Slaughter's ncice/ 

Sir William chofe to decline this fubjcft, 
atid therefore broag!u his mother' to^tbc 
dMln'mination of fending for- the cunitr,' 
*id fifting him concerning his wife's md-* 
tildes' for wriciiig to Mr. Stevens; as vrdH* 
as %formfin^ Hetfclf whether the mifcfticf* 
g^ ftC^tiainUng mi& Shelburn^'s tetatioM' 

way 
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was already irretrievable, an cflTcntial in- 
formation for the regulation of her fiuore 
meafures. Mi*. Stevens was fomewhat re- 
vived, on fir William's repeating the above 
converfation co him» and faid, he would not 
deipairof juftiBcation^ fmce lady Bright- 
ley cxindefcended to be bis advocate^ $a 
hooor he bad little .reafon ca expoft* 

Mr. Slaughter, mqf^ reluA^ntlyj sic^ 
tended lady 3nghtlcy'& commands, as he 
fuijpefted the caufe pf her requefting his 
compaay*, and chpugh. his -heart wa$ fa^ 
^om approving thfs ft^p$ bis good ^la4ly 
hf4 taken, yet fropi hisniitural lovf of eafe 
(pr siconvenicni: timidity for Jthe prelervir^ 
lion of domeftic qoiet) he hfd forbprne C9« 
preinng his difapprobationr 

, He had lb long beoi accuftoiped • fa 
cringe to lady Brightiey, and watch every 
turn of her humour, in order to fuit hi% 
opinion thereto, that he was utterly alt a lofft 
hgw to aft inrthenice 9nd« critic^al.n^<;efr. 
fity he w^s fen^biie he fhould* be reduced i^%. 

of 
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of cither prefuming to dilTent from herla^Jp- 
Ihip's Ic-mirjcnts, or cOi>demn*his amiable 
confori:, cither of which altcrhativcfi be was^ 
equally averfe to. Lady Brightley- ha^toa 
Ihuch pcnetradon- not to comprehend the* 
perplexity of this good divine's unmcatn- 
mg countenance, and,- in order to render 
him a little affUrcd, ftie, with" her wonteti 
good nature, fetched a compafs before me 
entered upon her grand 4efifen, if leaph'? 
^ MVi, isiaughxer/ faid hcrladylhip, *t con*» * 

* fefs myfelf greatly* furprifcd, by a letter myl 

* fifter has thought proper to write (replete- 

* with invcAivcs) to Mr.. Stevens, whom T 
*■ lopk JLJpoji as not only innocent in faft, but{ 

* ^iptention. She accgfe^ him of i/itriguing; 

* /correfponding in a clandeftine manner, T 

* apprehend fhc me^ns) with nufs Shel- 

* burtie, an adion, which from my heart I 
\. believe him incapable of. 1 fholild; thefe- 

* fore, take it as a favour if you would infotripn 

* me what grounds ftie has for fuch a fpC-; 

* picion, and I give you my hondr,. I will. 

* not make an improper ufe of your oblig- ' 

* ang ff anknefs.* ,. . . . V ,^ 

The^ 
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•The curate was unprepared for this po- 
lite application, which not' only b'anifhcd 
all rp^anjng fra«) hisafpcft, but left art • 
unfpeakablc vacuity in • each feparatc fca* 
tore, • He remained fpcechlcfs for a fcvf 
irtomcnts, and then twice'effaycd hffovc he - 
had the courage to reply, * Mrs. Slaughter, 
•T»y lady,-— your ladyfhip muft undcrftand, 
• -^— Mrs, Slau'ghtcr* (riveting bis eyes* ^ 
upon the crown of his beaver) * has un*** 

• doubted rcafons for her conduft, though^' 

• I muft confefs, I am an intire ftrahger tcf^ 

• them.' * ^ 


I i 


. The humane lady Brighilcy pitied" the 
curate's confufion, and, with a gentlenefs 
peculiar to herfclf, brought him inftnfibly 
to an unrcferved confcflion, of all fhc wifh^ 
ed to be informed of. 

It appeared by his report, that mifa 
Shelburne, in order to while away a tedi- 
ous melancholy hour, hid paraphrafed d 
poem Mr. Stevens had lent her, and as his 
name was, perhaps, th^ moft eligible* to 
J her 


ber imagiiiaBiahr flie tiad beft(med4t lapdif 
tl|e. htix>* Xhis« ]Ut]tyimoc€Stitfftrf^m^ : 
apce, by focne ol^Iackjfixhatid^}^ l)SMi 
m(o therhands o[ ber prying and oqtragc* 
o^fly difcre<ft aunr^ and *wa%*tbd^^w}vok* 
fpundation of the heavy iiBpy^,io<i9: &0 
had cflft upon Mn Steven^ an^^incitpd^ 
h^fy aS' a d^Qlon&ratkuivof her JaCterhr i^ 
g^d, tx>ri r^prefeflt this JiaTOilefs.a^^?); ioc 
tbi^ d^rHeil Ugtvt»;tQ Mrs. Shd^trn;^ %\^ 
fi^^liciQ.i^sJticdi^oee hfidbeed:]^ difpatchcdv 

confequently; was naw irretrtevid^ie; ^ - • 

rf ' ' •• • - 

rHer. bdy^ was yxiabk to mfraifi'fiMV 
tsurmnrio'g ag^inil the malevQ^ice of bt<i^ 
f}iiter-5 dii|X)ficiDii s t?hQ difpleafure (be ex^ 
prie(]%idi. w^yadedi.the paffive :hu(baiid*s 
pride^ thbugb he, at thfeLfeoDe l»<i^cs feit 
the jufticc of her ladyQjip's refleftiorts, 
ivith the keeaeft mori:i^Qaiioi&," nor coirfd 
ba.^ in cojiicience, ikWQifnf>.fi t^ extenuate. 
tlft felf^evijlent malignwcy of his rtb's.pr©- . 
Cpedings.\> S^fible of the fmall %ure he 
i\i.4de^ he ventui^cd , to xik^ and rhade ^n 

effort 


eSbrt to retire, in wfcichihe had Ae^elicity 
of HOC bti9g oppoMv and hurried boitiej 
iii^tfe^ uMofti dtfllatiefaftioD cd bcarti 


x; 


Lady Brightlcy coimnunicaced the infor«i 

• • • • • 

matioii (be had obtained to fir Williain^ 
and they mutuftUy conclbded that, as no» 
iktng could be. done ta prevent *Mr9» 
Slaughter's iltrtatu^, the difagrecablc con- 
ieqiionce mdA be 'patiently, endured. Sir 
Wilfintn . toott made Mr^ and Mrs. Finch 
afic)uafm«d with itfae aflPaiir, who wanted n$ 
titw indtetnfftt to difeAeeiis Nlr». Sluugh^ 
ter. They ezpre0%d great concern for the 
iKOO^cftcDie had done wiiVSIlielbsfrAe and 
Mr. Stevens, ^l imift ackne^kdgis - fhid 
M«. Fiitebi *• that - your^ aunt's malice has« 
* for. once, exceeded my expc6lation& ef 
< her; foe I really believed that fhe woul4 
•'lieMr have fo far loft ffght of appearances, 
Mas Ae has now done. There is nothing/ 
added he, * that I would leave un^tteinpted 
«lo defeat her eruei purpofes, could wc 
Sbut fuggeft the mean^of punifliing her, 
••witbQMC iavolving her amiable niece* I 
- - * ani 


♦lam but avile;ploi^<^,!cpnt}ijqfd;tl|&j 
good man, ' but ^;|vould^ jn-^this cafe^.rpi\, 

* work her ciiabolical fchcmes/ : : . ^ 

A coafukatiop was na>f Beld^ t>ue,wrthpu6| 
fg£ceft ; for as Mrs. Slaughter condefcendTf- 
c^ to adl, the ^uervna,. ai^ watch,' wjth the> 
flci(ficll: circumfpciSlion^evcry, motn>Q pFh^r^. 
Mice, jt was impofllble tp obtain Mf. Sjiel^^ 
Eurrie's addrefs, or ftrikc out any meansT 

« 

of ferving. the young lady, unacquainted^ 
as they all were,, with the particular;tyrnfc: 
of her father's difpofiition, ' It was /here-:; 
fpre determined, fpr fjpar pf ^ggf^iiy^tti^ 
rpattefs, to leave themj.vifltil fgine favour^ 
ablQ opportunity,, iq, the ftate ^hey founck • 
theni.. 

•That malicious woman,*' (aid Mi".- 
Finch* ' as (ke finds in her owo I?reaft aa 
•; incapacity for delight, is.rcfoived to ren- 
*:der herfelf an interruption to the felicity- 

* of her neighboiars, llie difturbance (he- 
^-has now occaSoned.muft, infallibly:,, af-^ 

♦ fear 
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1^ fcSt each merribp^r bf this little friendly 

* village fociety i even ^n* Staple ton, and] 

* Nilfs^Porcefcue, th<^ugh\hut newly jniip- 
f ated, . will not efcape their fhare of , moi** 

* tification, as our meetings will not be fii 

* frequent as ufual. I had a vific,* added 
.Mr. .Finch* •* fr^m'the' okl- tnSin yeft^rday 

* oiorning, when I had full employment, 

* toapf^pr all'his qudlions, concerning 
.' your name, family^ and fortune. He k 
'impatient for a feoond intervkw with ypur 
^.mother and you, and is (to ufe hisowji 
' exprefHon ). ambitious of obtaining Co 

* worthy an alliance for his poor girl. He 

* fays, if you can like her pcrfon, he will 
•^undertake to remove* every other objec- • 
} tion, at lead, as far as fome thoufandc 

* will go. What fay you, baronet ?* con*- 
tinued this gentleman,/ are you willing .to • 

* 'dignify mifs Foriefcuc with the title of 

* lady Brightleyi*. - 

• 

. * I have not yet,* replied the baronet, . 
'^ hadfiifficient acquaintance with the young 
^lady, to be a judge of her qualifications. 

*It 
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«ic i6tk o0mt)Mton/Mf. Pindi/nw ^^.' 

* confcqucntljr, an extetiGve kn6#k3^'^f 
^ her difpofition would be efiential to a dcf- 

* teriiliiiatc chbice/ ' 

T • - , 

> • ' f * » ! « 

- ^ Sd ^ildent atid^ridus !• 'returned Mr. 
Fiflth^ * thh h^s a very unpromlfing ap- 
•peafafice: aitd «n your youthful hrart 

* be,* in -Reality, fo diflnteptftcd, iaj to fe- 
^ jeft fevehty or eighty tboufand pounds^ 

* becaufe a pretty girl of fixtcen, to whom 

* 7»U tolght have feme few cxceptionsr, is 
J to be thro^ft into the bargain ?• 

* G i Ve me leave,' faid the * baronet,' * to 

* a(k ymi, fit, in what particular che .acqur- 
*^'fuiott of wealth ccftald avail tne, 'fituatecf, 
^ as I am, in a rerAote corner of tht world, 

* unknown to every fpecies of luxury and 

* extravagance ? Were lambitious of en'- 

* larging my gardens, or modernizing my 
^ habitatifttii the yearly^ mie^cpertded thbu- 

* fands of my paternal inheritance, ^6ul(3 

* amply gratifyabatwilh. 'Wteictotber^c'- 

* firQs 
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^ fires tottld.arifc, orcxpcnfivc ptrrlbits il« 

* lor^ m^tn the fm^l xSir-ck of my pcit- 
*,griiatiQns.?* 

^ Well, well/ retiwned -Mr. Ftnch» * to 

* time, and the lady's charms, I commit 

* yoii, and, doubt not, but their united 

* force will prove ;too ftrpi>g for your wiC» 
•,dom. .Jt Ve c^n pbtain lady Brightley*9 
^ appix»baciQn^ ; I IbaU conclude the inaccl» 

* to be half madct* ' . 

> 

..Notwithftanding fir WiUiam*sToIe.mo-» 

tivc for calling upon Mr. Finch, was to rc- 

qucft a favour already mentioned, with re- 

ff c£l to Mr. Stevens's family, yet was he 

rellrained froq^ cogim^nicating this tJefire 

of his heart, by a coofcioufnefs of the 

whimfical light he mull appear in, to a 

man of Mr. Finch's underllanding, if he 

acknowledged the imaginary paflion, by 

which he was fo ingenious as to difturb his 

repofe ; and, 'findiqg . a difinclination . in 

himfelf fpr farther converfation, as he bad 

not the courage to make the unfeen obje<ft 

of 
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of his admiration the fujpjefti perceiving 
is friend Stevens walking pcnfively at a 

dilUiice, he took a fudden and unceremo- 
^nious leave of the captain, and joined that 
.dilconlblate lover. 


i 


End of the First Volume; 
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